
August zoig 


Myra and Ruth 


GET REAL ABOUT THEIR BOND 
AND FRIENDSHIP 


771394 735007 




Cariler 


Pur Absolu necklace, Cartier Poj'alJifaute Poai/lerie collection 

A creation composed of one exceptional 30.21 -carat D IF pear-shaped diamond, one 17.40 -grain 
natural pearl, two diamonds totalling 7.26 carats, pear-shaped and brilliant-cut diamonds. 
This unique piece required more than 1 900 hours of work. 


SUVGAPOIF • Takas himapa S. C. •lOJV Orchard • Afar ina Bap Sands • Tel: (6S) 6732 0181 
MALAYSIA • Suria KLCC, Kuala Lumpur • Tel: (603) 2303S088 










PATEK PHILIPPE 

GENEVE 

Begin your own tradition. 


You never actually own 
a Patek Philippe. 

You merely look after it for 
the next generation. 







Starhill Gallery • Tel: +603-2144 0035 • Pavilion KL • Tel: +603-2141 7886 • Gurney Plaza Penang • Tel: +604-227 0088 



KUALA LUMPUR PAVILION KL 2.36.00 LEVEL 2 2142 6282 SURIA KLCC G25B GROUND ELOOR 2163 2088 
TIEFANY.COM 





WILL YOU KNOW THAT AS PERFECT AS THIS RING IS, 



IT WONT BE TRULY BEAUTIFUL UNTIL 
IT’S SPARKLING ON YOUR HAND AS YOU SIP YOUR TEA 
AND HUG OUR KIDS AND OPEN THE DOOR TO 
A WORLD THAT GETS MORE INCREDIBLE ALL THE TIME, 
JUST BECAUSE YOU’RE IN IT? 

WILL YOU? 



Tiffany&Co. 

NEW YORK SINCE 1837 



2015 Estee Lauder Malaysia Sdn Bhd (4521 92-H) 


RARE LUXURY 
RARE ENERGY 

Introducing 

Re-Nutriv Ultimate Diamond 
Transformative Energy Creme 

From the first touch it transports you to a new realm of luxury. 
And then the transformation begins. Energized with 
the rare power of precious Black Diamond Truffle Extract. 

Surging with next-generation sculpting technologies. 

Skin looks radiant, more contoured, profoundly younger. 

Esteelauder.my 



ESTEE EAUDER 




Re-Nutriv 


IDER 

MOND 

^ERGYCREM^ 

;E D'^NERCffi^ 



Tel. 603 2141 8790 louisvuitton.com 






LOUIS VUITTON 




A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME -WITH RIMOWA 

The I920s marked the beginning of modern air travel and the golden age of Hollywood, In 1919, Hugo Junkers presented the 
world’s first all-metal commercial aircraft. It was made using the aircraft aluminum alloy discovered by Alfred Wilm in 1906. 

In 1950, PIMOWA presented its suitcase with the unmistakable grooved design made of the same material - at the time, it was the 
lightest suitcase in the world, PIMOWA was a real pioneer in the sector, starting the trend for lightweight luggage back then. 
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DESIGNED 






THE NEW BMW 6 SERIES 


Elegant, refined and inspirational. The new BMW 6 Series Gran Coupe is a perfectly 
sculpted masterpiece that exudes sophistication and luxury. Using only the finest finishing, 
crafted with impeccable design detailing. Experience an inspirational moment with the new 
BMW 6 Series Gran Coupe at your preferred BMW Authorised Dealer. 


> BMWEFFICIENTDYNAMICS. 

LESS CONSUMPTION. MORE DRIVING PLEASURE. 



• AUTO BAVARIA - Penang, Glenmarie, Kuala Lumpur, Sungai Besi, Johor Bahru • FM AUTOHAUS - Kota Kinabalu • INGRESS AUTO - Damansara, Puchong • LEE MOTORS AUTO CARE - Alor Setar 

• SEONG HOE PREMIUM MOTORS Melaka • TIAN SIANG PREMIUM AUTO Butterworth, Ipoh, Langkawi • WEARNES AUTOHAUS Segambut, Tebrau • WHEELCORP PREMIUM - Setia Alam 


BMW Malaysia Sdn Bhd (Company No. 61273TA) 




The new 
BMW 6 Series 
Gran Coupe 


Sheer 

Driving Pleasure 


BMW WARRANTY 


WITH FREE SCHEDULED SERVICE 


MILLENNIUM WELT Seremban, Batu Rabat • PENDRAGON AUTO Kuantan • QUILL AUTOMOBILES Petaling Jaya • RAZA PREMIUM - Kota Bharu • REGAS PREMIUM AUTO - Kuching 


Actual car specifications may vary from picture shown above. 






AROUND ASIA 


0 


NATIONAL 

ANTHEM 


Our regional editions 
pay homage to 
famous local figures 
and examine the 
important issue 
of environmental 
proteotion 

INDONESIA TATLER 

FLYING THE FLAG 

To mark Independence Day, 
this month’s cover story focuses 
on Indonesian armed forces 
chief General Moeldoko, who 
speaks about the importance 
of patriotism and various 
ways to help the country’s 
economy develop. This edition 
also features profiles on Rusdi 
Kirana, founder of Lion Air, and 
Rosa Patti Djalal, who is active 
in politics, education and various 
women’s rights projects. 


PHILIPPINE TATLER 

MODERN MASTERS 

Design takes the spotlight this 
issue, with a rundown of the 
year’s best, from furniture to 
jewellery to hotels. The cover 
stars, dynamic duo Antonio 
“Budji” Layug and Royal Pineda, 
discuss their renovation of Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport, 
which has breathed new life 
into modern Filipino design and 
architecture. Elsewhere, Ronald 
Ventura shares his thoughts on 
art and how he helped redefine 
Filipino art and propelled it onto 
the global stage. 



SHANGLIU TATLER 

MOTHER EARTH 


THAILAND TATLER 

LADIES FIRST 

To celebrate Mother’s Day and 
Queen Sirikit’s birthday, which 
both fall this month, Thailand 
Tatler profiles Piyavara Teekara 
Natenoi, who is the head of 
the Queen Sirikit Museum of 
Textiles. Also featured this issue 
are five leading society ladies 
who tell of their experiences 
becoming mothers later than 
most — in their forties. 



SINGAPORE TATLER 

ALL ABOUT ART 


this month’s Green Life issue, former 
/ ^ i competitive swimmer Zhuang Yong, founder 

I ^ of media planning and procurement company 

K Tulip Media, is the cover star and discusses 
the importance of environmental protection. 
Leading figures from various industries also speak on the issue, 
and retired Japanese football player Hidetoshi Nakata tells of 
his collaboration with Italian jewellery brand Damiani, which 
will help fund the earthquake disaster relief project Home. 


To mark the country’s 50th 
birthday, Singapore Tatler 
profiles some of its most 
important local visual and 
performing artists. Veteran actor 
Urn Kay Tong talks about the 
role of a lifetime, playing the late 
statesman Lee Kuan Yew in 
the film 1965, and the defining 
moments of his own career. 



Inspired by his European travels, 
Lafon Trading CEQ Roger Su 
(above) tells of elements of the 
continent’s lifestyle he plans to 
bring to Taiwan. The issue also 
takes a sneak peek at newly 
opened Hotel Royal Beitou, 
with a focus on its restaurant. 
Pure Cuisine, which uses locally 
sourced ingredients. 


HONG KONG TATLER 

STEPS TO SUCCESS 

Cover star Diego Della Valle, Tod’s president and CEQ, tells how 
he built the luxury leather goods company into one of Italy’s most 
respected brands, transformed the lives of the residents of his 
hometown and fought to preserve his country’s most important 
monuments. Also featured in this issue is the Hong Kong Ballet Ball 
committee (pictured), whose members are dedicated to introducing 
classical dance to a new audience. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY: HAIYAN LEE (ZHUANG YONG); OLIVELAN LU (ROGER SU); LIONEL LAI/AOEPIX 
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Cy Depuis 1775 


Reine de Naples Day/Night 

IN EVERY WOMAN IS A QUEER 


BREGUET BOUTIQUE - LLl MAIN LOBBY JW MARRIOTT HOTEL KUALA LUMPUR 183 JALAN BUKIT BINTANG 55100 KUALA LUMPUR MALAYSIA 

WWW.BREGUET.COM 




THE LEGEND AMONG ICONS 




2011(5 S 0)9! 



PORTUGIESER 


IWC SCHAFFHAUSEN 


Portugieser Perpetual Calendar. 

Ref. 5034: Real icons have a special story to tell. And what was 
true of the great Portuguese seafarers also applies to IWC’s own 
Portugieser. After all, the history of its genesis bears the stamp of 
courageous innovation and watchmaking expertise at its best. 
Seventy-five years ago, two Portuguese businessmen approached 
IWC requesting a wristwatch with the precision of a marine 
chronometer. In response, IWC’s watchmakers took the 
unprecedented step of housing a hunter pocket watch movement 
in a wristwatch case. In so doing, they founded a watch family 
whose timeless elegance, sophisticated technology and 
unmatched complexity have been a source of wonderment ever 


since. The movement itself is visible through a transparent sapphire 
glass back cover that provides an unimpeded view of the IWC- 
manufactured 52000 calibre’s impressive precision. The watch’s 
complexity is eloquently expressed by the perpetual calendar, 
whose functions can all be adjusted simply by turning the crown. 
And just as observing the star-studded heavens can guide a ship 
safely to harbour, a glance at the perpetual calendar and the moon 
phase display navigate the wearer safely through the complexities 
of time. This, in a nutshell, is how 75 years of watchmaking history 
became an icon of haute horlogerie. And how, thanks to its unique 
blend of perfection and timeless elegance, it has become a legend 
in its own time. iwc. engineered for men. 



,•317 




IWC 

SCH AFFH AUSEN 


IWC SCHAFFHAUSEN BOUTIQUES: SHANGHAI I BEIJING I HONG KONG I MACAU I SINGAPORE I TAIWAN I PARIS I NEW YORK I GENEVA I ZURICH 

IWC.COM 



s 

Shangri-La hold 

KUALA LUMPUR 


SHANGRI-LA'S 

MOONCAKE TREASURES 

21 July to 27 September 


A parade of exquisite mooncakes at the Mooncake Counter, Main Lobby. 

Traditional and new varieties in uniquely designed boxes make 

deluxe gifts for the season. 

Enjoy discounts and other privileges with early mooncake purchases. 

For orders or more information, call 03 2074 3560 
or go to www.shangri-la-specials.com 
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FEATURES 
152 Two to Tango 

A look at the friendship between Tunku 
Datin Myra Madihah and Ruthlene Abu 
Sahid as they talk about their unique bond 

162 Malaysia and I 

The nation celebrates its 58th birthday 
this year. In conjunction with that, four 
individuals express their special love of, 
and connection to, Malaysia 

172 One for the Road 

Spiking demand has seen prices for 
Japan’s top whiskies skyrocket and their 
availability plummet 
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58 


Feast 


74 


Close-Up 




CONCIERGE 
48 Inbox 

This year’s George Town Festival anchors 
the growing reputation of Penang as a 
premier arts and cultural hub 

52 Small Talk 

Sarimah Ibrahim lends a voice for victims 
of domestic and sexual abuse 

54 The Social Network 

See if you know who is whose bestie in 
the social scene 

56 Whafs On 

We keep you in the loop when it comes to 
the latest events 


CONTENTS 


Proteins and carbs steal the limelight this 
month with meat and pasta dishes 

FACES 
62 Soiree 

Private appreciation dinner and a 
glamorous intimate birthday bash 

70 Leading Ladies 


Chairman of GT Global Race, Tunku 
Naquiyuddin and entrepreneur Francesca 
Chia on what they are passionate about 

78 The Invitation 

Two pairs of love birds seal their love: 
Khalid with Nurul Hidayah and Tunku 
Jamie Nadzimuddin with Sarimah 

88 IT Girl 

The ever stylish Lexie Rodriguez on her 
unique approach 



Catch the Asian 
premiere of 
Australian act Am 
r in the Pearl of the 
Orient, page 48 


Three fashionistas show how they are 
inspired by the artistic value of prints in 
the world of fashion 


92 Onlooker 

The who, what and where of society 
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GIRARD-PERREGAUX 

MECHANICS OF TIME SINCE 1791 



VINTAGE 1945 


GIRARD-PERREGAUX 03300-0105 CALIBER, SELF-WINDING MECHANICAL MOVEMENT 
HOUR, MINUTE, SMALL SECOND, LARGE DATE, MOON-PHASES INDICATOR 
46-HOUR POWER RESERVE - 36.10 X 35.25MM STEEL CASE WITH SAPPHIRE CRYSTAL CASE-BACK 

ALLIGATOR STRAP WITH FOLDING BUCKLE 


i 

THE HOURGLASS 


LOT 10 S.C., G20-21, KUALA LUMPUR TEL: (03) 2144 1620 
PAVILION, LOT 2.41, KUALA LUMPUR TEL: (03) 2148 8930 
THE GARDENS MALL, LOT G212, KUALA LUMPUR TEL: (03) 2201 7830 



CONTENTS 


122 


128 


133 
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Synergy in Beauty 


142 


A Symbol of Time 


Mood Changer 

Audrey Ooi prefers to dress according to 
her mood and whatever suits the situation 


Power Play 

Streamlined dresses and coats with leather 
accents, fur embellishments and 3D florals 
all add dimension for the autumn season 


Taking the Wheel 

Drive it your way with Salvatore 
Ferragamo’s customisable driving shoes 


141 


Tiving leon 

Hannes Pantli has been embodying the 
values of IWC Schaffhausen for over four 
decades now 


STYTE 


Ishimatsu Takayuki talks to us about the 
unique Synactif, the most premium range 
from Cle de Peau Beaute 


WATCHES & 
JEWELLERY 


Hautlence ambassador Eric Cantona talks 
about his love for art and how he channelled 
that passion when designing his first watch 
with the brand 

144 Galaetie Travel 

Breitling makes a revolution with the latest 
addition to its Galactic collection — the 
Unitime SleekT 


The IWC 
La Magique 
pocket watch is 
one of the most 
sentimental 
pieces that 
Hannes Pantli 
owns, page 141 


138 Natural Seleetion 

Modern leaf and floral dials set a delicate 
trend for women’s timepieces 


146 Elello, Yellow 

Get into the swing of ball season with jewels 
in luminous, cheerful yellow 
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LIFE 
i8o Food 

Gourmet heaven discovered in the 
Australian city through a trail of Sydney’s 
best restaurants 

187 Spirits 

As the global ambassador of Glenfiddich, 
Ian Millar shares on how drinking the 
brand’s whisky reveals the persona of an 
individual 

188 Champagne 

Dom Perignon introduces one of the finest 
bottles of champagne in its repertoire 
which took 16 years to mature 

192 Cars 

Adam Hay-Nicholls asserts that though the 
Bentley Mulsanne Speed looks like 
an ocean liner from the outside and a 
stately home on the inside, it’s actually 
a rocket ship 

200 Design 

The new two -storey Louis Vuitton gallery 
in Asnieres-sur- Seine showcases the luxury 
purveyor’s glorious past, multifaceted 
present and efforts to stay one step ahead. 
204 Armani/Casa reinterpreted the golden 
mean of culture into stylish furniture 


206 



The value of rare books is soaring as 
investors discover a new passion. In turn 
they produce high-investment returns 



DEPARTMENT 


Around Asia 14 
Editor’s Note 34 
Behind the Scenes 36 
Contributors 38 
The Great Debate 42 
The Last Word 208 


Why the 
ama^ng, 
powerful 
Bentley is the 
big boss of 
all supercars, 
page ic)2 
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BOUCHERON 

PAR I S 



QUATRE 


FIRST JEWELER OF THE PLACE VENDOME 


KUALA LUMPUR : EXCLUSIVELY AT STARHILL GALLERY 
+603 2143 1313 I www.boucheron.com 

*ln 1893, Frederic Boucheron is the first of the great contemporary jewelers to open a Boutique on the Place Vendome 
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GATHER YOUR FRIENDS. 


The new AQUA Restaurant & Bar. A social dining scene overlooking KLCC Park, 
our infinity-edge pool and the city skyline. Offering global tapas, wood-fired pizzas, 
luscious desserts and creative cocktails, there’s no better place to share great times. 


AQUA 


Level 3, Mandarin Oriental, Kuala Lumpur, KLCC, 50088 Kuala Lumpur T. 60(3) 2380 8888 mandarinoriental.com 
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FALL 2015 

Biker Sheepskin Coat on Lexi 
Ace in racing green 
coach.com 




NEW YORK 


EDITOR'S NOTE 



C mon and 
Celebrate 


Marion Gaunter, Bryan Loo, 
Elizabeth Lee-Yong, Dato’ 
Rosemarie Wee, Dato’ Bernard 
Chandran, Puan Sri Tiara 
Jacquelina, Gabrielle Tan-Helfman 
and Erwin Azizi. The full video 
will be available once the website 
is launched. Zung aka the Ninja 
Photographer took behind-the- 
scene shots of the campaign so 
please check them out. Also, we 
shah be sharing highlights from 
our website from time to time, 
from web exclusive interviews 
and stories to video highlights, so watch out for 
them in the magazine. 

In honour of Friendship Day on August 2, 
our cover stars Tunku Datin Myra Madihah and 
Ruthlene Abu Sahid talk about friendship — theirs 
has spanned 15 years and it is one built on trust, 
loyalty and lots of laughter. It’s been said that 
we should consider ourselves lucky if we have 
friends we can count on not only during the good 
times but especially during the bad. Those are 
the friends we must treasure and not take for 
granted, ever. 

As the nation celebrates its 58th Merdeka 
Day on August 31, we had four individuals — 

HE Vicki Treadeh, Michael Helfman, Hannah 
Kam, and Azmah Jamaluddin — each with their 
own personal connection to Malaysia, share 
their wishes for the country. According to HE 
Treadeh, the cultural diversity that exists here 
is something to be celebrated and if we lose it, 
part of what makes Malaysia unique, is lost. She is 
right on that count. 

Each of our different cultures have ah lent the 
country a certain colour, flavour and identity. 

Not only that, our mutual respect and acceptance 
of our values, cultures, hopes and dreams have 
made us who we are as a people — generous, 
warm-hearted, compassionate, understanding, 
and real. And we wouldn’t have it any other way. 


VOICES OF TATLER The 

eight movers and shakers in 
soeiety, fashion, beauty, F&B and 
entertainment iend their voiees to 
our new website's eampaign 



Taking inspiration 
from Tchaikovsky’s 
Swan Lake, the Cypris 
swan rings from 
Boucheron represent 
perfect love — swans 
being animals that 
mate for life. Precision 
engraving gives the 
layers of plumage a 
lifelike feel. 



TARTING THIS MONTH, regular 
visitors to MalaysiaTatler.com 
will notice something very 
different about the website. The 
redesigned site is a reflection of 
Malaysia Tatlefs watchword — 
Life. Extraordinary — bringing 
you well- curated content of ah the things that 
makes life... well, extraordinary. The new website 
is fresh and exciting, and the sections are well 
defined, covering the very best of lifestyle with 
daily updates on luxury news, lifestyle trends, 
events coverage, videos and galleries of our best 
photos. We are also introducing Tatler TV, our 
very own channel that features videos of profile 
interviews and exclusive looks behind-the-scene, 
as well as a new section on weddings and cars. 

In celebration of the launch of our website’s 
new look, we’ve orchestrated a campaign 
called #WeAreMalaysiaTatler where we feature 
individuals who are leaders in fashion, beauty, 
F&B, entertainment and more, representing the 
different facets and qualities of our website. 

In the weeks prior to the launch, you might 
have seen the sneak peek campaign videos of 


— Elizabeth Soong 
Managing Editor 
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Rendez-Vous Night & Day watch 


Carmen Chaplin, Actor and Director 


I 

1 

I 
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Jaeger-LeCoultre Boutique 

G 36, Indulge Floor, Starhill Gallery 
Tel. +603 2303 6088 


JL 

. Jaeger-leCoultrp > 

Open a whole new world 




BEHIND THE SCENES 


You’re My 
Best Friend 

Ruthlene Abu Sahid and Tunku 
Datin Myra Madihah give us a 
candid and intimate giimpse into 
their 1 5 years of friendship 


AVING LEISURELY 
chats by the 
swimming pool 
over chilled drinks, 
swapping mummy 
stories on the bed, 
sharing a laugh while 

doing their makeup together in the bathroom... 
Ruthlene Abu Sahid and Tunku Datin Myra 
Madihah looked like they were having a slumber 
party in the Saujana Suite at The Club Saujana 
Resort Kuala Lumpur, were it not for the Tatler 
team around them. 

As the photo shoot progressed, Ruthlene and 
Tunku Myra began to let loose and unwind. For 
our first shot in one of the property’s luxurious 
spa villas, Ruthlene — lulled by the relaxing spa 
music trickling through the speakers — stretched 
herself on a massage bed for a quick nap while 
waiting for Tunku Myra to wrap up her solo shot. 

This relaxed vibe carried over to the point that 
our cover stars began to pad around the suite in 
the hotel’s bathrobes and slippers during breaks! 
“Feels just like home,” declared Tunku Myra as 
she and Ruthlene lounged in the living room of 
the suite, watching The Town on TV as we waited 
for the cue from the photography crew who were 
setting up elsewhere in the hotel. 

The entire shoot was smooth sailing from the 
get-go and happiness was palpable in the air as 
the two best friends laughed and traded jokes 
with another. Ruthlene did warn us, “You have 
no idea how rowdy we can get!” Turn to page 152 
for the full story. 



Tunku Myra was fascinated with this 
Louis Vuitton Petite Malle clutch bag used 
in the shoot, and it turns out Ruthlene 
knew so much about the product and was 
able to tell her more about it 


Ruthlene and Tunku Myra looked like 
they were having a slumber party were it 
not for the Tatler team around them 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 

Allan Casal 

HAIR 

Veron Lim from a Cut Above 

MAKEUP 

Zamri Zainol using Lancome 

JEWELLERY 

Van Cleef & Arpels 

VENUE 

The Club Saujana Resort kl 
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FLOWER o/ETERNITY 



ANNIVERSARY 


Mouawad Boutique 

G3, Indulge Floor, Starhill Gallery, 181 Jalan Bukit Bintang, Kuala Lumpur Tel : +603 2144 4669 
The Mouawad House (by appointment only) 

261 Jalan Maarof, Bangsar Kuala Lumpur Tel : +603 2095 2655 


MOUAWAD 


WWW.MOUAWAD.COM 



CONTRIBUTORS 



BEST RIDES 

Adam Hay-Nicholls 
is the Formula 
One columnist for 
Metro, the author of 
three books, and an 
occasional contributor 
to Vogue, Esquire and 
Conde Nast Traveler. 
He’s on the road 265 
days a year reporting 
from motor races and 
lives in Paris in his 
downtime. In 2010, 
Adam circumnavigated 
the globe in 57 hours 
aboard a Sabreliner, 
one of the world’s first 
business jets. He has 
also fulfilled another 
ambition: to drive 
Fernando Alonso’s 
Formula One car flat- 
out. Read his review 
on the ‘boss’ of cars, 
the Bentley Muslanne 
Speed (p.l92)! 



DRAMATIC 

DRAM 

Christopher DeWolf is 
a Canadian journalist 
who has lived in Hong 
Kong since 2008. 

He writes mainly on 
urbanism, architecture, 
and art and design, 
but also on history, 
business and culture. 
Give him a bowl of 
beef brisket noodle 
soup, a good craft 
beer and a couple 
of hours to wander 
around an interesting 
neighbourhood, and he 
will be very happy. For 
this issue, Chris jets 
off on a journey across 
Japan to investigate 
its booming whisky 
scene (p.l72). 



BEAUTY IS 
POWER 

Zamri Zainol has been 
with Lancome since 
1997. He is Lancome’s 
very own national 
makeup artist, as well 
as the leader of the 
elite and talented 
Lancome Colour 
Makeup Artist team. 
His keen eye and 
ability to bring out 
the best in a person’s 
features has made him 
a top favourite in the 
beauty scene. This 
talented individual 
did Lancome Malaysia 
proud by achieving a 
number of prestigious 
awards. He shows his 
talent in our cover 
story about two best 
friends (p.l52). 



STYLE LEADER 

Kay Tuan is the leading 
stylist of Centro Hair 
Salon’s out-call service 
team, taking charge 
of all the hair styling 
needs for fashion 
shows, events, photo 
shoots, commercials 
as well as celebrities. 
He often finds himself 
travelling to places 
like Phuket, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong and 
Beijing. He once led a 
team of hairdressers 
to style the hair for 
contestants in the 
Miss Astro Chinese 
International Pageant 
2013, which received 
wide coverage on TV 
stations. See his work 
in our feature entitled 
Malaysia and I (p.l62). 
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Cortina Watch Starhill Tel : 603 21 42 1 1 71 • KLCC Tel : 603 21 66 6355 • One Borneo KK Tel : 608 848 5269 
Sincere Watch KLCC Tel : 603 21 66 21 81 • Pavilion KL Tel : 603 21 41 841 8 
The Hour Glass Lot 1 0 Tel : 603 21 44 1 620 • Pavilion KL Tel : 603 21 48 8930 • The Gardens Tel : 603 2287 7830 









CONTRIBUTORS 



MAKEUP 

INDULGENCE 

Eddie Iskandar Wong is the 
king of Asian beauty. Nobody 
else understands the exotic 
yet subtle beauty of Asian 
women better than this 
makeup guru, who is best- 
known as just Eddie. Backed 
by his experiences of working 
with Asian models and 
celebrities on photo shoots, 
runways, commercials and 
events, Eddie’s knowledge 
and understanding of the 
Asian face allows him to 
select the best colours and 
shades for the Asian skin 
tone in enhancing their 
features. Eddie’s strong 
clientele is hard earned and 
one of his most attractive 
traits is his patience and 
genuine interest in listening 
to his customer’s needs. 

He then recommends what 
he thinks is most suitable 
and comfortable for them. 

He shows his talent in our 
patriotic feature Malaysia 
and I (p.l62). 



STYLING AT 
ITS BEST 


Veron Lim started his career 
as a hair stylist working with 
A Cut Above before moving 
on to head Restyle Salon. 
Possessing eight years of 
experience in hairstyling, 
he has lent his expertise in 
numerous photo shoots with 
renowned magazines as well 
as fashion shows. With a zeal 
for knowledge, Veron travels 
often to gain experience 
and further enhance his 
skills. This month, he 
works his creativity on 
our cover story Two to Tango 
(p.152). 


TOUCH THE SKY 

Rupert Walker is an award- 
winning financial journalist, 
editor and conference 
moderator who covers a 
broad range of issues for 
several financial publications 
and organisations in Asia. 

He has been based in Hong 
Kong since 2007 and has 
a background as a fund 
manager and investment 
banker. He scuppered his 
career in debt capital markets 
by becoming a whistleblower. 
This month Rupert explores 
rare books as an avenue for 
investment (p.206). 
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BLANC 







4 

Montblanc 


Heritage Spirit Moonphase 
and Hugh Jackman 


Crafted for New Heights 


The new Montblanc Heritage Spirit 
Moonphase features the moonphase 
complication in the spirit of traditional 
fine watchmaking. Housed in a 
39 mm 18 K red gold case, the 
self-winding Calibre MB 29.14 
indicates the moonphase in 
a crescent-shaped aperture, 
making this refined timepiece 
a true lifetime companion. 

Visit Montblanc.com 


Pavilion KL: 03-2144 3323 • KLCC: 03-2166 2886 ■ Alamanda Putrajaya: 03-8881 0736 
Bangsar Shopping Centre: 03-2011 5952 • Gurney Plaza: 04-226 6886 • KLIA: 03-8776 1177 b 03-8776 0306 


THE GREAT DEBATE 


Do fussy eaters affeet the 
mood at dinner parties? 



Id say yes 5 but only to a specific group 
of people. A guest who is a fussy eater but 
has made that extra effort to inform the host 
beforehand will not ruin the mood. This is 
perfectly fine because everyone has their 
preferences. We should respect that. 

The real problem lies with people who 
are fussy and do not state so beforehand. It 
is really bad when you don’t communicate 
with your host about your eating preferences 
and then start making a fuss at the party. It 
happened to me once when I was attending 
a dinner party and a guest at my table kicked 
up such a fuss when he discovered a specific 
dish that he could only eat had run out. This 
really spoiled the mood of the evening. It was 
so embarrassing for us at the same table even 
though we weren’t the hosts! 

That being said, this behaviour does 
not only affect other guests but also shows 
disrespect towards the host, who already has 
many things to worry about and other guests 
to look after. Ultimately, fussy eaters only 
ruin dinner parties when they do not follow 
the correct etiquette. 


I would have to say no. I really don’t 
think fussy eaters ‘ruin’ dinner parties 
because it is normal for everybody to 
have different tastes. From my point of 
view, a good host should always take into 
consideration his or her guests’ preferences 
so that they will feel as comfortable as 
possible throughout the party. 

Secondly, the reason for fussy eating 
could be for health or religious purposes 
and who are we to judge our guests based 
on that? Sometimes accommodating fussy 
eaters can help us further develop our 
cooking skills and open up our palates to 
new tastes. In other words, we can use these 
limitations to explore our creativity. 

For instance, my husband loves spicy food 
so I’ve had to tweak many of my dishes to 
suit his taste. Even his favourite restaurants 
have taken to incorporating chilli padi into 
his favourite pasta and from what I can see 
it has become a popular item on the menu! 
There are a great many things that can ruin 
a dinner party but a fussy eater is certainly 
just one of them. 


Entrepreneur Datin Karen H’ng views a party as 
successful when it has these ingredients — good 
food, fine wine and fabulous company. 


A past winner of Malaysia Tatler's Most Gracious 
Hosts, Datin Jude Khadijah’s talent in the kitchen 
is as renowned as her friendliness. 


o 


Do you equate fussy eaters to prima donnas? Sound 

off at Malaysia Tatler's Facebook page 
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Dato’ Bernard Chandran 

#couturier #kingoffashion #bernardchandran 


MALAYSIA 

TATLER 


IMMERSE YOURSELF IN 
INFINITE BEAUTY 



ICONIC HOTEL 

WORLD-CLASS DINING OPTIONS AWARD-WINNING ENTERTAINMENT COVETED LUXURY SHOPPING 
AWE-INSPIRING SKYPARK RENOWNED ARTSCIENCE EXHIBITIONS 

MARINABAYSANDS.COM 








MARINA BAYSonas 



Shaun Parker SC Company from 
Australia sets out to explore the 
essence of our being in an exciting, 
complex and modern choreography 
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INBOX 

Tea connoisseur Dimitri Zampar 
shares with you on how to choose 
the right tea for your needs 


52 “ 

SMALL TALK 

Sarimah ibrahim lends a 
voice for victims of domestic 
and sexual abuse 


54 

THE SOCIAL NETWORK 

See if you know who 
is whose bestie in 
the social scene 


58 

FEAST 

Proteins and carbs steal 
the limelight this month with 
meat and pasta dishes 


CONCIERGE I INBOX 



GUITAR SUPERMAN 

As Malaysia’s most 
renowned finger-style 
master guitarist, Roger 
Wang produces brilliant 
and exhilarating music 
with just six humble steel 
strings of an acoustic 
guitar. Wang performs 
at the Performing Arts 
Centre, Penang for one 
night only on Aug 8. 


WORLD CLASS ACTS From top: Anticipate the Asian prenniere of 
Austraiian act Am i'; festivai director, Joe Sidek 


ARTS ADVOCACY 


This year’s George Town Festival anohors the growing 
reputation of Penang as a premier arts and cultural hub 


HE SIXTH annual George Town 
Festival happening throughout 
the month of August features a 
brilliant selection of critically 
acclaimed performances from 
around the world as well as local initiatives. 
Festival director Joe Sidek expresses his 
excitement to once again give back to the 
community of Penang through the access 
of art and culture. “This is a one-of-a- 
kind opportunity for both the local and 


international festivalgoers to witness world 
class theatre and dance amidst George Town’s 
unique backdrop,” says Sidek. Among the 
highlights of the event are Australia’s Am I, 
Spain’s Titanium and the highly anticipated 
local production 100% Penang that will 
showcase the city and its people. In addition, 
catch a selection of the best ASEAN classic 
movies, photo exhibitions and All Things 
Malaysia at Beach Street for a vibrant and 
colourful tapestry of our unique culture. 



25 YEARS 

Radio favourites in the 
’90s, Miohael Learns 
to Rock returns with a 
new album titled 25 in 
conjunction with its 25th 
anniversary. Catch the 
Danish pop rock band 
at the Mega Star Arena 
this Aug 1 5 for a whole 
new experience that 
only Malaysian fans will 
get to enjoy. 



KNOWING YOUR TEA 

7WG tea connoisseur Dimitri Zampar imparts some 
on choosing the right tea for your needs 


With over 500 choices of tea 
blends available at TWO outlets 
in Malaysia, where do you begin 
to narrow down and pick the 
right tea? Training manager and 
tea connoisseur at TWO, Dimitri 
Zampar, breaks down the basics: 
lighter tea contains less theine 


(caffeine in tea) compared to 
darker-coloured ones. “White 
and yellow tea are great for 
consumption in the afternoons 
or evenings because they have 
calming and soothing properties. 
Blue tea such as Oolong, aids 
with digestion and is best taken 


knowledge 


with food. Black tea is 1 00% 
oxidised and has the highest 
content of theine. It is best 
consumed early in the day.” If you 
want to enjoy a cup of tea without 
any stimulant, opt for red tea 
that contains zero theine and is 
suitable for adults and children. 
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ANYA HINDMARCH 


LONDON 


LEVEL I, SURIA KLCC 03-2382 0877 


LEVEL 3, PAVILION KL 03-2 142 0989 


ANYA HINDMARCH. COM 




CONCIERGE I INBOX 


t 



A FRESH 



START 


OF Tropicana 

/ ^ j Corporation Berhad, Tan 

( ^ Sri Danny Tan Chee Sing, 

K announced his retirement 
as group executive vice 
chairman and relinquished his management 
role effective June 18. On his decision to step 
down, Tan Sri Danny divulges, ‘T founded 
the Group in 1992 and I am very proud of 
Tropicana’s achievements today, being one of 
the top 10 property developers in Malaysia. 

I turned 60 this year and after having 
dedicated more than three and a half decades 
of my life to the business, it is time to pass the 
baton to the new generation of leadership.” 
He hands over the day-to-day management 
of Tropicana to group chief executive officer 
Dato’ Yau Kok Seng and deputy group chief 
executive officer, Dato’ Dickson Tan. 



SECURITY MATTER 

A group of socialites 
that went for a shopping 
excursion abroad came 
back to regale their 
friends with the story of 
how one of the ladies in 
their group was stopped 
by immigration in Paris 
due to the fake Birkin 
she was carrying. 


THOROUGH CLEANSE 



A SMALL CIRCLE 

The rule of thumb 
a socialite adheres 
to when it comes to 
friendships: only have 
1 0 friends and they 
have to have known her 
for more than 1 0 years. 



KL Pride 


A socialite was distraught 
that her daughter married 
against her wishes. Word 
has it she planned for a 
‘cleansing’ of her house 
by a religious authority. 
The ‘cleanse’ involved 
the destruction of ancient 
antiques and artefacts in 
her home that seemed 
‘demonic’ in nature. 


A NEW SLATE 

The social scene was 
abuzz with curiosity 
when a playboy tied the 
knot, when everyone — 
including his bride — 
knows fidelity is not a 
virtue of his. Rumour has 
it he turned over a new 
leaf after he decided it 
was time to settle down. 
Good on him. 



Taking on the mantle as producer and 
director of homegrown musical MUD: 
Our Story of Kuala Lumpur, Puan Sri 
Tiara Jacquelina invites every KL-ite and 
Malaysian to watch the show and take 
home its message of unity 
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Since 1870, 



created for people who know 
how to appreciate life. 









From the time it was created by Maurice Hennessy in 1870, the name Hennessy X.O 
created a new standard for impeccable quality. The bottle had remained the reference point 
for the ultimate in cognac and for all those who know how to appreciate life. 


Hennessy 

The original X.O. Appreciation Grows. 


Enjoy Responsibly 


SMALL TALK 


STRENGTH FOR CHANGE 

Sarimah Ibrahim stands up for the fight to end 
violenoe against women 


BREAKING SILENCE 

Sarimah Ibrahim is actively 
involved with WCCs 
efforts in giving a voice to 
victims of violence 


J N COMMEMORATING the 30th 

anniversary of the Women’s Centre for 
Change Penang (WCC), My Story, My 
Strength: Doodle for Change, a creative 
project to reach out to women whose 
lives have been impacted by violence was 
launched. Signing on as ambassador is Malaysian 
TV and radio personality, Sarimah Ibrahim. She 
expressed, “I believe that art can be a powerful 
way to show people’s life struggles. Personal 
stories about violence, which women usually 
keep to themselves, are important stories. 


By breaking their silence, these women can 
work towards changing their lives.” Some 10 
prominent Malaysian female artists will illustrate 
10 stories shared by survivors of violence 
into doodles, a contemporary art form popular 
among youths. For the poster, artist Yoke Tan 
drew Sarimah Ibrahim as the doodler to depict 
her role as the mouthpiece that gives voice 
to the cause. Tan chose roses because they 
bloom among thorns, symbolising that these 
women blossom and show their strength despite 
the pain they have suffered. 



Tell us more about 
the project. 

I am the ambassador of 
the project, which means 
I will be promoting this 
initiative while helping 
to be the voice for the 
nameless victims of 
violence. We encourage 
all women out there to 
come forward to share 
their ordeals, after which 
10 will be picked and 
illustrated. These 
drawings will be exhibited 
and auctioned at the 
International Georgetown 
Festival on Aug 29 in 
which I will play host and 
auctioneer. All proceeds 
will go to WCC to assist 
the victims of violence 
and abuse. 

Why did you decide to 
take on this role and 
what are your hopes 
for the project? 

I am concerned with 
the escalating statistics 
on violence and abuse 
towards women and 
children and how 
society is ignorant and 
doesn’t want to do 
something about it. 

We seem desensitised 


to violence and this 
angers and worries me. 
Therefore, when WCC 
asked me to be on 
board, I said yes. I could 
assist them with my 
background and training 
in psychology and reach 
to all Malaysians through 
my fans and network. 
Hopefully this project 
will be a step in the right 
direction for victims of 
domestic and sexual 
abuse to be heard and 
not feel like they are 
alone or invisible. 

During the lead-up 
to the auction at the 
Georgetown Festival in 
August, what else will 
you be partaking in as 
the ambassador? 

I will be working closely 
with WCC to continue 
raising awareness 
through the victims’ 
stories. As a host of 
Bella, a talk show for 
women, I have a great 
medium to encourage 
victims to come forward 
to tell their stories. I 
plan on travelling to 
Penang to meet the 
whole WCC team and 


hopefully meet some of 
the victims who are 
participating in the 
initiative so I can hear and 
perhaps share the stories 
on their behalf. 

Please share with us 
one female, who has 
greatly inspired you and 
from whom you have 
taken life lessons from. 

I cannot choose one. I 
admire too many women. 
As women we don’t 
love each other enough 
and that is the core of 
many of our problems. 

We should be looking 
out for one another and 
not putting each other 
down. If I had to choose, 

I would say Oprah 
Winfrey has inspired me 
to remain true to myself 
as a woman and also 
as a TV presenter. She 
has been through many 
challenges, both personal 
and professional, and yet 
continued to soar and 
achieve many successes 
and milestones. With her 
revelation of a difficult 
abusive past, it has made 
her a better human and a 
more inspiring person. 
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WORDS: JACQUELiNE WONG 



MICHAELKORS.COM 


CONCIERGE I SOCIAL NETWORK 


MATCH IT UP 

Test your knowledge on how well you know the soolal 
scene by pairing these Individuals with their beetles 
and see if you know who is often seen with whom 




Yap Teak Sing 


Quentin Tan 


vuaiMY vaKONY qmv onis mvhx -ivt vdino]y Qmv aiHHOipY iNvaavz-MiaanviY asiMiHavg raaiaj 
QMV N3S VR33IAI ^MVX NIXNHn^ QNV ON3T 33T ^HVlXnaaY NVH3 3WIVX Nliva QMV ONIQ MA Nliva :SiI3MSMY 


Datin Jaime Chan 
Adbullah 




Alia Geneid 

“We welcome our 
daughter Alisha. Born on 
08.05.15. Words cannot 
describe our love and 
happiness for our little gift 
from Allah.” 




Aeifah Ariff 

“It was really, really fun 
Off to seven waterfalls 
we go!” 
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Poh Kong Holdings Berhad (5861 39-K) 


ANGEL™ 

DIAMOND 

World's Most Brilliant Ideal Square Diamond 


* 



^ (m^e£ ^ dewd/, mdcut/ clouded 

tdmi/ (W/ cmg££ dmy dewd/. 


ANGEL™ Diamond 


4&. JilL 

Perfect Symmetry 8 Hearts & Arrows 


Available exclusively at 

POH KONG* 

POH KONG Di/K^ot-iDf^GoLD by POH KONG® (1 1 8 j HI 0 ll cl 

GALLERY boutique 

Poh Kong Gallery • 1st Floor, Jalan 52/4, Petaling Jaya, 603-79403333 | Pavilion, Kuala Lumpur, 603-21417919 | Poh Kong • 19-23, Jalan SS2/55, Petaling Jaya, 603-78747863 | 

1 Utama Shopping Centre, Petaling Jaya, 603-77263868 | Paradigm Mall, Petaling Jaya, 603-78867475 | Atria Shopping Gallery, Petaling Jaya, 603-77325442 | Mid Valley Megamall, 
Kuala Lumpur, 603-22849636 | Bangsar Shopping Centre, Kuala Lumpur, 603-20933161 | 101 City Mall, Putrajaya, 603-89406025 | Aeon Seremban 2 Shopping Centre, 
Seremban, 606-6015505 | Aeon Mall, Taiping, 605-8012460 | Aeon Seri Manjung Shopping Centre, Seri Manjung, 605-6870866 | Aeon Mall Bukit Mertajam, Penang, 604-5485980 | 
Diamond & Gold • 1 Utama Shopping Centre, Petaling Jaya, 603-77107260 | Aeon Bukit Tinggi Shopping Centre, Klang, 603-33262821 | Mahkota Parade, Malacca, 606-2832470 | 
Diamond Boutique • Sunway Pyramid, Petaling Jaya, 603-74920973 | Aeon Tebrau City Shopping Centre, Johor Bahru, 607-3536497 | Aeon Bukit Indah Shopping Centre, Johor Bahru, 607-2369499 


www.pohkong.com.my • facebook.com/pohkongjewellers 


CONCIERGE I WHAT’S ON 





It's a musical fiesta this month with performances by 
award-winning producer David Foster as well as a 
festival celebrating music from around the world 


RAINFOREST 
WORLD MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

A unique festival 
that brings together 
renowned world 
musioians and 
indigenous artists 
from the interiors of 
Borneo. Take part in 
informative workshops, 
ethno-musical leotures, 
jamming sessions 
and mini ooncerts 
followed by evening 
oerformances on 
the main stage. 
rwmf.net 


HITMAN DAVID 
FOSTER & 
FRIENDS ASIA 
TOUR 

David Foster, who 
hails from Canada, 
is one of the most 
talented and well- 
known musicians 
today, producing hits 
for Westlife, Mariah 
Carey and Michael 
Jackson. Joining him 
in his first concert 
at Resorts World 
Genting are Peter 
Cetera, Natalie 
Cole, Boyz II Men, 
Ruben Studdard 
and Jackie Evancho. 
rwgenting.com 


THE MUSIC OF QUEEN 

MPO pays tribute to 
legendary rock band Queen 
this Aug 1 4 to 1 6. Expect 
high energy and harmony 
with the familiarity of vintage 
Queen, conducted by Brent 
Havens with Las Vegas 
veteran vocalist Brody 
Dolyniuk. mpo.com.my 


(9 9 MALAYSIA 

INTERNATIONAL 
JEWELLERY FAIR 

Around 200 exhibitors 
will be showcasing 
their best cuts and 
beautiful designs 
attheMIJF2015 
happening at the 
Kuala Lumpur 
Convention Centre 
from Aug 21 to 24. 


START IN TIOMAN 

Tioman Island’s premier 
scuba diving event invites 
divers from across the globe 
to join in a conservation 
programme to save the 
island’s majestic reefs 
and undersea wonders. 
facebook.com/startintioman 


NEW WORLD SYMPHONY 

The MPQ and the National 
Symphony Qrchestra (NSQ) 
perform together for the first 
time. NSQ’s Mustafa Fuzer 
Nawi and MPQ’s Ciaran 
McAuley present a repertoire 
of favourite Malaysian and 
classical works, 
mpo.com.my 


Formed in 201 1 , 
this pop-rock band 
from New York is a 
YouTube sensation 
that currently boasts 
more than 1 million 
subscribers. Catch 
them live in Malaysia 
at HGH Convention 
Centre, ticketcharge. 
com. my 


MYSTERIOUS 
WORLD 2015 

Held over two days 
in Kuching, Sarawak, 
this electronic dance 
music festival aims 
to spread good 
vibes and cultivate 
an appreciation 
for different 
genres of music, 
mysteriousfestival. 
com 


EDINBURGH 

AUGUST 7-31 

Qne of the largest performing 
arts festivals in the world, the 
Edinburgh International Festival 
features more than 3,000 shows 
comprising theatre, comedy, 
dance and music, eif.co.uk 


BUENOS AIRES 

AUGUST 12-25 

Put on your dancing shoes for 
Tango Buenos Aires, a two-week 
extravaganza of concerts, shows 
and open-air milongas, as well as 
the Tango World Championships, 
festivales.buenosaires.gob.ar 


SINGAPORE 

AUGUST 14-16 

Wine and dine at the Marina 
Bay Sands’ Epicurean Market, 
a three-day food and wine 
event highlighting Asia’s top 
celebrity-chef restaurants. 
marinabaysands.com 


NEVADA 

AUGUST 30-SEPTEMBER 7 

Tens of thousands of revellers 
gather in the desert for Burning 
Man, where they’ll build Black 
Rock City in a wild celebration 
of art, community and self- 
expression. burningman.org 
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Sparing no detail in making one’s shopping trip that is beyond the rest, KL SOGO has all It takes to make your home 
one you can proudly call your own, Housing premium brands that boast of design, craftsmanship or exclusivity, 
your next luxurious home shopping trip starts and ends right here. 




KomplexSogo, 190 JalanTuanku Abdul Rahman, 591 00 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia | www, klsogo.com. my 






CONCIERGE I FEAST 







REFINED BALANCE 


MODERN FRENCH 


WITH DIGNITY 


ELEGANT FLAVOURS 


JUICY CUTS 


HEARTY MEALS 


This month we feature dishes rich with 
protein and cards that wiii ieave you 
satisfied and content 


PROJECT B 

A cafe set up to improve and add value to 
the lives of children in need, Project B is a 
functioning and self-sustainable enterprise run 
by the youth of Dignity for Children Foundation. 
Bite into delicious fried chicken while supporting 
a good cause, facebook.com/projectbkl 


4 FAV0LA 

The dish of the month at the Italian 
restaurant Favola at Le Meridien KL 
is a premium pasta dish not to be 
missed. Fresh tagliatelle pasta is tossed 
in truffle infused extra virgin olive 
oil, fresh rucola, pan seared 
jumbo scallops and topped 
with freshly shaved Italian 
truffle. 03-2263 7434 


MAISON FRANQAISE 

The menu at this French 
restaurant features a good 
balance of meat and fish, 
executed perfectly into 
classic dishes and served in an 
elegant setting. Seafood is a 
specialty here so try out the 
signature dish of grilled cod 
fish with clam-filled potatoes. 
maisonfrancaise.com. my 


LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE 

Founded in 1983 in Atlanta, Georgia, Longhorn 
Steakhouse has made a name as the home for 
great steak done right. Visit the first Asian 
branch outside of the US at Quill City Mall 
for a feast of prime cuts cooked to perfection. 
facebook.com/longhornsteakhousemalaysia 


CUISINE GOURMET 
BY NATHALIE 

Enjoy a full course meal where 
each dish tastes as good as it 
looks. Chef Nathalie Arbefeuille 
has assembled a concise but ever- 
changing menu representative 
of modern French cuisine. 
nathaliegourmetstudio.com 


HANDS ON Chef Nathalie Arbefeuille is in eharge of 
ereating all the reeipes in both her restaurants 
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Twinings' proudly presents your favourite tea in the latest packaging 
Only the finest and purest of teas are chosen and 
exquisitely blended for your pure enjoyment. 


Lemon 

-TEA- 


Vanilla 

-TEA- 
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SOIREE 

Private 

appreciation dinner 
and a glamorous 
birthday bash 


70 

LEADING 

LADIES 

Dato’ Farah, Zaida 
and Ai been in 
desirable prints 


74 

CLOSE-UP 

Tunku Naquiyuddin 
and Francesca 
Chia speak about 
their passions 


78 

THE 

INVITATION 

Two pairs of love 
birds tie the knot in 
high society fashion 


88 

IT GIRL 

Girl about town 
Lexie Rodriguez 
on her unique 
sense of style 


92 

ONLOOKER 

Check out all the 
action at the 
fun-filled events 
around town 



ha Nair and 
ihan Karthigasu 




SOIREE I FACES 




en and Valerie Ong 


Time to 
Appreciate 

MONTBLANC SIHH 2015 DINNER 

With only 90 names included on the guests list to 
the private dinner organised by Montblanc at Neo 
Tamarind, it was indeed an evening to remember 
for some of the city’s most passionate timepiece 
enthusiasts. Guests were given the opportunity 
to take a close-up look at the prestigious brand’s 
latest timepieces from the Salon International 
de la Haute Horlogerie (SIHH) which took place 
in early January A special workshop was held 
by Julien Miribel from Montblanc in which 
curious watch lovers were enlightened on the 
details of watchmaking. During dinner, CEO of 
Montblanc International Jerome Lambert, gave 
a short presentation on this year’s collection. 
Songstress Tan Soo Suan kept everyone entertained 
by serenading guests with beautiful songs. 
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According to Shawna Yap's 
Instagram post, meeting 
Lambert and the team from 
Montblanc International 
was a special moment for 
her husband Yap Teak Sing 
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brics.it 



Milano: Piazza Duomo 



Brie’s Boutique: @ GF29B, Bangsar Village 2 - 03-22846427 • Brie’s Showroom & Serviee Center: @ Level 1 Bangsaria, Jalan Maarof - 03-22022906 
Brio’s Corner: @ Level 5, Parkson Pavilion - @ Level 2, Parkson KLCC - Seleeteel Cuir Boutique anel Eraman KLIA outlets 
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EST. 1824 


HIGHLAND SINGLE MALT 
SCOTCH WHISKY 


THEMACALLAN.COM f FACEBOOK.COM/THEMACALL'AN #@THEMa| 
i W PLEASE SAVOUR RESPONSIBLY 1 I 


ALLAN 


Asiaeuro Vvines 8c Spirits Sdn. Bhd. is the exclusive distributor of The Macallan in Malaysia 


ASIAEURO 






FACES I SOIREE 


Party Camaraderie 

GRAZIA lANNARELLFS BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION 




Italians have a way of enjoying and celebrating life with 
good company, great food and dance. Grazia lannarelli 
held an intimate birthday bash at the lounge of Marble 
8 recently, which was attended by her family and close 
friends including Modesto and Elizabeth Marini, Tunku 
Dara Naquiah and Tunku Datuk Mudzaffar, Asri Ghafar, 
and Jehan Mougin. All were treated to a scrumptious buffet 
dinner and many of them were seen mingling and chatting 
while lounging with drinks in their hand. The ever gracious 
host prepared a lucky draw where guests had the chance 
to win gifts that were made in Italy. Later in the evening, 
everyone gathered to sing Grazia a birthday song as she 
cut into a lovely cake. The celebration continued on into 
the late hours with music from a live band. The Fireflies. 


Datuk Kelvin Tan, 
who was unable to 
attend the party, sent 
his wishes in the form 
of cheerful balloons 
spelling out the initials 
of Gra^a lannarelli 
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Rainaldi 


Maurizio and Marialetizia Subiaco 





FACES I LEADING LADIES 


Desirable Prints 

Be inspired by the artistic vaiue of prints in the worid of fashion, not to 
mention how they add a dash of cheer and fun to a woman’s ensemble 




Zaida picks just the right bright 
clutch to match her printed dress. 
This yellow clutch from Diane 
von Furstenberg 
will also do 
the trick 



You can also choose to 
keep to one colour palette 
in your outfit like Yap 
Ai Leen. Follow in her 
stylish footsteps with 
this sexyfuschia heel 
from Stuart Weinman 




Understated yet 
glamorous accessories 
go well with any 
printed dress. Taken 
cue from Datd Farah 
with this pair of 
diamond chandelier 
earrings from Garrard 
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Pavilion KL 
03 2142 0622 

Suria KLCC 
03 2382 0305 


The Gardens Mall 
03 2282 8368 

Head Office Boutique ^ 

03 4024 8067 the Royal Selangor Group SOlDOrcin.COrn 


Hana Collection featuring The Selberan Diamond 



SINCE 1715 LA MAISON MARTELL HAS BEEN CELEBRATING THE RICHNESS OF ITS SOIL, CRAFTING ITS VINES INTO WORKS OF ART. 

A TRICENTENAIRE EXPERTISE EMBODIED BY MARTELL CORDON BLEU. 


ENJOY OUR OUALITY RESPONSIBLY 





CORDON BLEl' 


#MARTELL300 


MARTELL.COM 
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BORN TO DRIVE CLOSE-UP \ FACES 

Tunku Naquiyuddin’s passion 
for motorsports partly stems 
from his brother-in-law’s 
fasoination for good driving 


Regal Racing 

Tunku Dato’ Seri Utama Naquijuddin speaks about his role 
as the chairman of GT Global Pace, the organiser of the 
upcoming KL Oity Grand Prix, writes Tien Chew 


RIVING CAME 
naturally to Tunku 
Dato’ Seri Utama 
Naquiyuddin, a 
man with a passion 
for motorsports. 
Sharply dressed in 
a dark two-piece suit while sitting opposite 
me on a sunny afternoon in his abode, the 
distinguished man spoke about his love 
for automotive sports and his current 
involvement in the forthcoming inaugural 
KL City Grand Prix. Enamoured by the skill 
required to operate a racing car, his interest 
in the world of motoring partly stems from 
his brother-in-law, Tunku Mudzaffar, another 
motoring enthusiast. In his younger days, the 
adventurous Tunku Naquiyuddin had even 
participated in rally races, noting that 
his love for cars began during his teenage 
years and eventually grew to a point that 
required actual participation. 

“I started driving in a rally when I was 
21 years old. Even before that I used to go 
to the Batu Tiga racing circuit every year,” 
reminisces Tunku Naquiyuddin. Besides 
his appreciation for the technical prowess 
of motorsports, he also enjoys the fanfare, 
glamour and socialising aspect of a race. He 
delights in the hype leading up to the event, 
the parade of beautiful cars and also visiting 
the pit lanes to see the race car drivers, 
saying that one really gets to discover the 
human element behind the driver when they 
are witnessed in their natural element. His 
appreciation for all things automotive persists 
to the present, where he currently sits as 
the chairman of GT Global Race, the 
organisation responsible for bringing Kuala 
Lumpur’s first Grand Prix. 

The city’s first street race will take place 
in the heart of KL and will serve as the 
staging ground for a range of exciting races. 
Besides presenting asphalt gripping action, 
the event has other purpose as well. “My 


first objective is to get the world to focus 
on KL. With unfortunate circumstances 
leading to bad publicity of the country lately, 
we need to bring something positive,” says 
Tunku Naquiyuddin in a patriotic expression. 
“Historically speaking, this will be the biggest 
event ever in Kuala Lumpur. It will give me 
the opportunity to showcase the city.” If the 
event turns out to be successful, the forward 
thinking chairman already has plans for 
franchise opportunities in other nations. 

Tunku Naquiyuddin’s primary duties in 
the organisation revolve around strategic 
implementations and acting as the conduit 
for other captains of industry, enlisting 
the collaborative efforts of many local and 
international organisations such as the 
Federation Internationale de I’Automobile. 

“I want Malaysians to know that Kuala 
Lumpur is capable of putting up a display 
of fine driving just as good as Monaco and 
Macau.” While he admits that there are famed 
motorsports events such as the Formula 
One GP here in Malaysia, most of them are 
geographically constrained to Sepang due to 
the location of the circuit. The KL City GP on 
the other hand, will allow people to witness 
the metropolitan area in all its glory. 

When talking about cars, it is hard not to 
share the positive outlook this royal patron 
has about the big upcoming race. “I like the 
looks of a car, for there is nothing quite 
like the design and concept of a vehicle. 

When you see someone dressed nicely you 
would often make remarks and a car is the 
same for it is something you live with every 
day,” he says amiably. 

The convivial Tunku Naquiyuddin’s passion 
for the world of motorsports is shared by 
many Malaysians. As he best puts it, we are 
natural born drivers. His love, appreciation 
and understanding of the motoring world 
has no doubt aided him in making critical 
decisions that would ensure the success of the 
first ever city race in the country. © 
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FACES I CLOSE-UP 


The Ultimate Go-Getter 

Tenacious management consultant turned entrepreneur Francesca 
Chia divulges to Lily Ong how serendipitous events gave her the 
courage she needed to take a leap of faith 


HE IMAGE of an entrepreneur 
is often someone who is 
fearless, one who is able to 
take risks head-on without 
reservation. Franeesea Chia 
was quiek to point out that 
this was eertainly not a 
100 per eent aeeurate in her ease. “Aetually, I 
am a risk averse person by nature. I don’t just 
dive headlong into things without thinking it 
through,” explains the intelligent eo -founder and 
ehief eommunity manager of GoGet.my, a web 
applieation start-up whieh is a marketplaee for 
running errands and making deliveries. 

GoGet was an idea that evolved over the 
years among Chia and her three friends. “We 
initially thought we should do something similar 
to what Yelp does in the US or Hungry Go Where 
in Singapore. Then we realised that most 
Malaysians are avid foodies. They don’t need 
someone else telling them where to get good 
food. Every Malaysian knows where to go; they 
just don’t have the time to travel to the place, 
find a parking spot, queue and get what they 
want. What they need is someone to get the food 
for them. So we decided we should work on a 
platform where a task like this — getting food 
and delivering items — 
could be crowdsourced,’ 
elaborates the daughter 
of Francis and Datuk 
Yvonne Chia. She then 
took the next step to 
launch this platform. “I 
was scared of the risks 
involved. I was working with Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG) at the time and my corporate 
training made it harder for me to jump right 
into it. So I decided to take a sabbatical for six 
months and use that time to kickstart GoGet.” 

Chia’s focus during that initial period was to 
attend to operational issues such as expanding 
the community of GoGetters (errand runners). 
Posters (clients) and setting up stringent 
measures for potential GoGetters. She left her 
job at BCG after experiencing serendipitous 
events that led her to believe that GoGet was her 


calling. “I would receive help from merchants or 
partners by chance, like how I once met this girl 
who was involved with Google’s Startup Grind 
programme who connected me to the CEO of 
Cradle Fund Malaysia, Nazrin Hassan. He is now 
funding us!” she says. 

Couple this luck with her tenacity in driving 
the business forward, it was only a matter of 
time before she was able to steer GoGet.my to 
exciting new frontiers. 

GoGet went live in June 2014. Today, the 
demand for GoGet is high. In fact during the 
morning of my interview with Chia, she confides 
that her team was working on a massive crop of 
40 deliveries. “As I am talking to you now, I am 
thinking how on earth are we going to finish the 
deliveries,” she says with a laugh. 

Chia has run errands for many of her clients. 
She has also hired GoGetters numerous times to 
get menial tasks done. “Put it this way, if I am 
selling chocolate, I need to know how it tastes. 

So it’s compulsory for all admin staff at GoGet 
to be a GoGetter themselves. Being a GoGetter 
really keeps me grounded because I am aware of 
all the issues that crop up and experiencing the 
challenges they face firsthand enables me to 
look into better solutions.” 

To decompress and relax, 
Chia tries to keep a whole 
day free of work-related 
stuff where she would either 
make time to bake or to 
workout. Currently what 
weighs heavily on her mind 
is moving into the next stage 
of GoGet. She and her team are now studying 
the best way to introduce monetisation into the 
programme, although she plans to take it slow 
and steady before ironing out the final model. 

Until she finds the right answer, her focus 
is now more on strengthening the GoGet 
community. “Our GoGetters are the key to our 
success. Their happiness will ensure that they 
will do a great job and this in turn establishes 
trust and reliability in the GoGet community of 
GoGetters and Posters,” concludes this cheerful 
entrepreneur. © 



“/ dont dive headlong 
into things without 
thinking it through'' 
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THE INVITATION \ FACES 


Off to the Races 


KhalidDato’ Mohammed Noor and NurulHidayah 
Fad'^ullah Shuhaimi tied the knot in a Royai Ascot- 
themed wedding filied with Anglophile references 


ONG BEFORE Khalid Dato’ Mohammed Noor had even 
w met the woman who will one day become his bride, 
he would sympathetically listen to the tales of 
Nurul Hidayah Fadzlullah Shuhaimi from his friend, 

^ Fatin — Hidayah’s sister. Despite years of hearing 
W about Hidayah’s mischievous antics from Fatin, this 
did not stop him from falling heads over heels in 
love with her when he finally met her in London in 2006. The two of 
them courted for nine years before they decided to solemnise their 
relationship as husband and wife. 

Their romance during their time in London, coupled with Hidayah’s love 
of fascinators and hair accessories were factors that motivated the couple 
to choose a Royal Ascot theme for their big day. After months of careful 
planning and with the help of their loved ones, ‘Earl’ Khalid and ‘Lady’ 
Hidayah — as the couple were known throughout their big day — finally 
walked down the aisle in a wedding reception that they had envisioned 
together from start to finish. 

Indeed, their wedding reception was a lively event that embodied 
everything a Royal Ascot event stands for — a celebration of style and 
social flair. Guests adhered to the dress code with aplomb; men wore top 
hats and coats with long tails while ladies donned fascinators in different 
colours and materials. Every detail was meticulously looked into and 
replicated at the wedding — from enlisting British and European dancers 
as entertainers and the procession of flower girls and Royal Queen’s Guard 
who escorted the bridal couple during their wedding march. The parents 
of the couple and the members of both the families were seen dressed 
in Royal Ascot attires while holding umbrellas as they made the grand 
entrance. They were accompanied by tunes 

played by a Scottish bagpipe band. 

Since both the bride and groom 
are known for their fun-loving 
nature, a carefully prepared skit 
during the couple’s bridal march had 
everyone entertained. Guests were 
led to believe that the couple were 
stranded in Dubai, a place where the 
bride is currently residing. A video was 
screened depicting Khalid and Hidayah’s 
frantic dash to make it to the airport to 
catch a flight back to KL to attend their 
wedding. Their hilarious escapade on the 
desert and misadventures in the video 
earned plenty of laughs and when the 
time came for the couple to finally make 
their official entrance to Pachelbel’s Canon 
in D, guests gave them a standing ovation. 
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BLESSING OF LOVE 

The fun did not just stop there. The couple had 
to undergo a series of traditional formalities in 
the form of blessings. Dato’ Seri Azim Abdul 
Zabidi and Datin Seri Raihan Abdul Rahman 
as well as Tan Sri Lim Wee-Chai and Puan Sri 
Tong Siew Bee joined the couple’s parents 
to bless the newlyweds before afternoon tea 
was served. In addition, Khalid and Hidayah 
participated in a unity sand ceremony during 
which they poured two-coloured sand into a 
large jar, a practice that represents the merging 
of two people and values into one. 


WEDDING OF 

KHALID DATO’ 

MOHAMMED 

NOORAND 

NURUL 

HIDAYAH 

FADZLULLAH 

SHUHAIMI 


WHEN 

May 5, 2015 
WHERE 

Taman Mahsuri 
Courtyard, The Royale 
Chulan, KL 
DID YOU KNOW 

The master of 
ceremonies and friend 
of the bride Manprit 
Malhotra flew in from 
Oxford, UK to host the 
wedding. She was also 
featured in the wedding 
invitation video, which 
was forwarded to guests 
via Whatsapp 
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Claudia Patrick is recognized with a group of designers, 
who are internationally celebrated jewels in the 
business for more than 50 years. The experience has 
been extended to Claudia Patrick fine timepiece, which 
reflects the ingenious design. Claudia Patrick watch 
introduces a variety of existing designs of remarkable 
elegance, which you find in jewelry. Our designers are 
the talent behind our reputation as one of the world’s 
premier watch maker, whose passion is a pieoe of fine 

; jewelry, which shows time 

) ) 

I - Ice Floe- 


Lot 3.01.04, Level 3, Pavilion KL, No 168, Jalan Bukit Bintang, 55100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Tel: +603-2110 3916 | www.ecwatches.com.my | victor.ecwatches@gmail.com 
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Datuk Mohd 
Yusoff Sulaiman 




Tan Sri Mohamed 
Noor Yusof and Puan 
Sri Sharui Bariah 


SURPRISE, SURPRISE 

With the traditional rituals done, a slew of 
surprises saw many in tears especially the bride 
and the groom. The mother-of-the-bride Datuk 
Noripah Kamso accompanied by the bride’s 
siblings surprised the groom by singing I Loved 
Her First by Heartland which had the groom in 
tears. That being said, Khalid gave his share of 
surprise when he pulled off a lively performance 
of the Gangnam Style with his siblings that 
made the bride tear up in happiness. Lastly, the 
father of the bride did his part by giving a speech 
followed by another one by the newlyweds. 


During the 
blessing ceremony, 
the emcee made a 
few jokes that had 
guests in stitches 
of laughter. She 
also shared a few 
anecdotes about 
the couple 


Vioiinist Nor Artina ieading 
the Royai Ascot procession 
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•n*smeg 

technology with style 


T^he Opera 
^nge Coo^rs 

The Smeg Opera cookers range from 90cm 
to a full 150cm width and incorporates the 
best of both gas and electric cooking. These 
cookers are meant for the ideal cook, whose 
culinary collection is infinite. 



MADE IN ITALY 

QUALITA E DESIGN 


^ mykitch 



@my_kitch 



A1-6 


Q 

K I T C H 


Marketed by: 

Kitch (M) Sdn Bhd (566346-V) 

11, Jin Dato Abu Bakar (16/1) P.J. 
Tel: 03 7954 2522 


85, Jin Klang Lama, Batu 3, K.L. 
Tel: 03 7982 8233 


170, Jin Kelawai, Penang, Email: info@kitch.com. my 
Tel: 04 226 3232 Web: www.smeg.my 



MEMORABLE MOMENT Sarimah Ibrahim and Tunku Jamie Nadzimuddin having their first dance 


Fairy-tale Romance 

Tunku Jamie Nad^muddin and Sarimah Ibrahim celebrated their 
destined union with a series of royal wedding oelebrations 


ORMER MIX EM radio host 
Sarimah Ibrahim had almost 
given up on love till she 
met her very own prince 
charming, a member of the 
Negeri Sembilan royal family, Tunku Jamie 
Nadzimuddin. The couple met on December 
7, 2013 and were introduced through a mutual 
friend during an unplanned encounter. 

Sarimah was actually invited to meet some 
friends after emceeing an annual dinner that 
day. Since she was dressed in a full 1920s attire, 
she intended to only stay on for just a short 


while. However, when she met Tunku Jamie, 
the two of them hit it off immediately on 
‘hello’ and stayed chatting non-stop for almost 
four hours. “We found that we had so much 
in common about ourselves and our lives... 
it just felt... right,” Tunku Jamie shares with 
us. Following his instincts, he then asked for 
Sarimah’s number from one of her friends later 
that evening and arranged a date the following 
week. Soon after, the couple just knew that 
they were meant to be together. After eight 
months of courtship, Tunku Jamie made the 
decision to propose to Sarimah in Bali. 
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Ong Sue Lynn and Tunku 
Eddy Nasruan Adil 


Elizabeth Han/on 
and Ibrahim Ahmad 


Che Euan Nora Marzuki 


Tunku Datuk 
Mudzaffar 


WHEN 

April 3 & 4, 2015 

WHERE 

Prince Hotel & Residence 
Kuala Lumpur 
DID YOU KNOW 

The couple’s medieval themed 
outfits for the Game of Thrones 
wedding reception were 
designed by Melinda Looi 


WEDDING 
RECEPTION OE 
TUNKU JAMIE 
NADZIMUDDIN 
& SARIMAH 
IBRAHIM 
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EVER AFTER 

“I caught her off guard... she tvas reading a book and 
was totally unprepared ” the charming Tunku Jamie 
told us about his proposal. The royal wedding called 
for not one but three memorable wedding celebrations 
beginning with the akad nikah. The newlyweds were 
glad that some of Sarimah’s family members from Ireland 
made it for the traditional ceremony. They were also 
extremely honoured that the groom’s grandmother, HRH 
Tuanku Najihah, graced all of their wedding receptions. 
The high-spirited and unique Game of Thrones themed 
wedding reception was inspired by the couple’s love 
for the popular show and the fact that they both have 
some Irish blood in them. From the fine details in the 
decor to the lighting, the themed wedding reception 
was executed perfectly. Towards the end of the night, 
the couple took to the dance floor for their romantic 
first dance and were soon joined by merry guests as they 
rejoiced in the momentous occasion. 


Ishak Ibrahim 
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Dato’ James Iskandar - . s. 
Jaafar-Greaves — — ^ 


The high spirited and unique Game 
of Thrones themed wedding reception 
was inspired by the couple’s love for the 
popular show and the fact that they both 
have some Irish blood in them 


Hafez Hashim 
and Liyana Taff 
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Fashion 


Forward 


familiar face in the social 
scene, Lexie Rodrigue:^ often 
comes out tops for her unique 
sense of style 


88 


MALAYSIA TATLER • AUGUST 2015 


laysia Sdn Bhd (685030-U) 


Purify within. Perfection beyond. 
Simply transformative. 







SYNACTIF 

cle de peau BEAUTE 
SYNACTIE 
creme / cream 

www.cledepeau-beaute.com 


SYNA^ 



CLE DE PEAU BEAUTE FOCUS 



Through the Generations 

DATIN KATE AND VALERIE ONG 

A young career woman constantly on the move would be an 
, , understatement in deseribing Valerie Ong. On ton of being the 

daughter Datin dwector of KIP Grouo of Companies and venturing into the F&B 

Kate and Valerie ‘ii ^ i ‘iir*!* 

ong glow with scene with her restaurant The Point, she still hnds time to host and 

radiance from ^ ^ i i • *1 

synactif attend soirees, and spends quality moments with mum. 


“/ love the rose seent of the skincare. 
It’s not overpowering; it is very 
calming, ” says Valerie Ong 


J ust last Mother’s Day, she took her 
mum on a weekend getaway at Villa 
Samadhi— just the two of them. Datin 
Kate Ong is no different. When she’s not 
whipping up a delieious storm in the kitehen, 
she’s jet- setting from eountry to eountry. We 
managed to eateh her just as she returned 
from a month-long trip to London and Paris. 

Targeted at awakening skin’s sleeping 
potential, the new Cle de Peau Beaute Synaetif 
range is one that ean he used hy anyone who 
is looking to improve their skin texture. It is a 
range that transeends generations, as proven 
hy Datin Kate Ong and her daughter Valerie 
who hoth use produets from the Synaetif 
range. What makes the Synaetif skineare 
range from Cle de Peau Beaute so suitable 
for mother and daughter is that its fuss -free 
regime suits their busy lifestyles. With only 
five produets to use starting from eleansing to 
moisturising, the Synaetif range is as effeetive 
as it is easy to use. Eaeh step is designed to 
eomplement eaeh other and prepare the skin 
for the next produet for better absorption and 
results. It begins with the soap eleanser, whieh 
rids skin of impurities and also helps remove 
makeup. But that’s not all. The savon has also 
been designed in a way to prep the skin better 
for the next step, whieh is the lotion. The 
seeond step then softens the skin by infusing 
exeeptional moisture to make it look brighter 
and more radiant. The third step is either the 
daytime or nighttime moisturiser. The former 
is enriehed with SPF30 PA++++ to proteet 
skin from harmful UV rays in addition to 
dryness and other daily external aggressors. 
The latter has been designed to improve skin 
as you rest at night. Wake up to skin that 
feels more supple, smooth and taut. Finally, 
finish off with the eream, a rieh moisturiser 



Cle de Peau Beaute Synaetif is designed to improve 
skin’s texture, and the accompanying Rose Synaetif 
EDP complements your perfect skincare routine 


that melts into skin to eliminate dark eireles, 
wrinkles, fine lines and dullness. 

The Synaetif skineare range is also 
eomplemented by a speeial faeial treatment 
that ean be done at seleeted Cle de Peau 
Beaute eounters. Beautieians were speeially 
trained with speeifie massaging teehniques 
to enhanee the efheaey of the Synaetif 
produets. In addition, a speeial maehine 
was used during the faeial to help inerease 
penetration. “My skin looked really radiant 
after the Synaetif faeial,” enthuses Datin Kate. 
The glow in her faee was elearly evident on 
the day of our photo shoot. Her daughter too, 
was pleased with the results. “It was one of 
the most relaxing faeials I did. I love the rose 
seent of the skineare. It’s not overpowering; 
it is very ealming,” she says. One of the aims 
of Synaetif was to provide skin renewal with 
immense hydration, and they say hydrated 
skin is the best eanvas for makeup. “You ean 
really tell, my makeup lasts the entire day 
now,” says Valerie. 




Kuninori Ueno 


Takayuki, 
id Koichi Yoshino 




Ang, Olivia Lau 
^erine Gan 


Nicholas Tan 


Perfect Skin 
Activated 

CLE DE PEAU 
BEAUTE SYNACTIE 
PRIVATE EAUNCH 

Cle de Peau Beaute hosted a 
private soiree at Cantaloupe 
in Troika Sky Dining where 
guests were educated on 
the reformulation of the 
brand’s most premium range, 
Synactif, while being treated 
to an array of delectable 
food. Director of Cle de Peau 
Beaute Laboratory, Ishimatsu 
Takayuki was flown in from 
Japan to talk about his 
participation in the project. 


Tengku Chanela 
Jamidah 
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The night was made 
complete with Datuk 
Sheila Majid giving an 
outstanding performance 
of some of her famous hits 


Karena Too 



PRESENTING SPONSOR 

citi 

DISCOVER THE WORLD ON A PLATE 


From taste to techniques around the globe, our highly anticipated gourmet fair returns 
with a vibrant collection of international flavours. 

Get your 3-day pass today for $28 and take home a pair of wine glasses worth $38! 
Visit MarinaBaySands.com/Epicurean-Market or any Marina Bay Sands Box Office today. 


3'*° ANNUAL FOOD & WINE FAIR 

1 

14-16 AUG 2015 Sands Expo*and Convention Centre 


#EpicureanMarket 


GOLD SPONSOR OFFICIAL OFFICIAL OFFICIAL GOURMET 

GLASSWARE ENTERTAINMENT MEDIA LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE 



LIFESTYLE PARTNER 

Miele 


nr 

MARINA 

SINGAPORE 


IMMER BESSER 


10 Bayfront Avenue, Singapore 018956 | MarinaBaySands.com 
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Tea and Sole 

FRENCH SOLE POP- 
UP FRENCH CAFE 


French Sole transformed 
its KLCC boutique into 
a quintessential ‘Pop-Up 
French Cafe’ to host an 
afternoon tea party for 
its devoted patrons. They 
were spotted choosing their 
favourite ballet fiats while 
delighting in the delicious 
French patisserie served. 
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Amirul Feisal 
Wan Zahir 


Datuk 

Razlan Razali 


m 

WS 


Coming 
of Age 

AMERICAN 

EXPRESS 

PEATINUM CARD 
CEREBRATES i8 
YEARS 


The gala dinner 
was crafted to 
reflect the value 
propositions of the 
American Express 
Platinum Card 


Puan Sri Tiara Jacqueiina and 
Tan Sri Mohd Effendi Norwawi 


Sabah Bakhache 
and Manfred Weber 


American Express and 
Maybank enjoyed 18 years 
of the best in class Platinum 


charge card by throwing a 
swanky gala dinner. Guests 
were treated to a musical 


performance and jewellery 
show during the dinner, 
followed by a DIY dessert bar. 
Many distinguished individuals 
attended the gala dinner in 
show of support for the much 
sought-after card. 
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A European 
Affair 

POH KONG 
GALLERY UNVEILS 
NEWGOLLEGTIONS 

It was all about glitz and 
glamour when Poh Kong 
Gallery hosted an exclusive 
by-invitation only event 
at the Majestic Hotel 
to showcase its latest 
collections. Guests checked 
out this year’s marvellous 
jewellery pieces by Schoeffel, 
Luca Carati, Moraglione 
1922 and Poh Kong itself. 


The principals of the three brands 
were present to provide insights and 
advice on their respective collections 
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GROHE 
GRAND ERA™ 

WELCOME 

HOME 


Timeless elegance comes from purity and 
harmony - GROHE Grandera™ blends 
square and circular elements into one 
harmonious shape. The collection, with its 
smooth geometric lines and classic 
simplicty, has been created to combine 
effortlessly with a wide range of bathroom 
furnishings with the choice between a 
chrome and a chrome and gold finish 
adding the perfect finishing touch. 

VISIT GROHE.COM/MY 




GROHE MALAYSIA SDN BHD (938845W) 

G-03 Ground Floor Menara Tan &Tan, 207 Jalan Tun Razak, 50400 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia | National Toll-free Line: 1800 80 6570 | T: 603 2028 4600 | E: info-malaysia@grohe.com 

GROHE SPA BOUTIQUE: TOP IDEA-TAMAN SEA, PETALING JAVA (03-78805050) | WASSER WERKZ-JALAN UTARA, PETALING JAVA (03-7960 3778) 

APEX CERAMICS CITY SDN BHD-PENANG (04-6593322) | BRILLIANT HOMEWARE SDN BHD-KOTA KINABALU (088-224216) 

GROHE BOUTIQUE: TOP I DEA-JALAN I POH (03-4041 0505) | TREN DLI N E-KUALA LU M PU R (03-2 1 486884) | BATHCARE M KTG SDN BH D-CH ERAS (03-92820505) 

FLOWLINE-SUBANG JAYA (03-56356884) | FLOWLINE-KLANG (03-3291 8294) | WASSER WERKZ-KLANG (03-3371 6222) 

WASSER WERKZ-PENANG (04-6591788) | FLOWLINE-PENANG (04-2299946) | KAH GUAN TRADING SDN BHD-IPOH (05-5499022/5485022) 
KUNSTFLUSSE MKTG ( M ) SDN BHD-JOHOR BAHRU (07-3808710) | PERUSAHAAN TONG TAI SDN BHD-KUCHING (082-348557) 
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When Two Designs 
Complement 

RIDZ AND ELEGANCE CLUB 
COLLECTIONS PREVIEW 

Fashion designer Ridzuan Bohari unveiled 
his new 2015 Lebaran and ready-to-wear 
eolleetions in eollaboration with Eleganee 
Club’s fine jewellery. Guests were treated 
to a fashion catwalk where models 
showcased flowing and modern Malay 
traditional wear while donning exquisite 
jewellery pieces from Elegance Club. 
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Malaysian celebrity 
Ro^ita Che Wan 
and singer Alyah 
graced the event. 
They were dressed 
in Rid^ creations 
and sparkly 
jewellery pieces 
from Elegance Club 
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ROW 


Excited guests were seen 
purchasing a handful of skincare 
and makeup products from Dior 


Linn Ai San, Elizabeth Tan, 
Celest Thoi and Linn Ai Chiin 



Olivier Dubes 


Gabrielle Tan-Helfman 
and Bernie Chan 


Beauty Sanctuary 

OPENING OF DIOR 
BEAUTY BOUTIQUE 


Many of society’s famous and 
beautiful were seen at the launch 
of Dior’s beauty boutique at Mid 
Valley Megamall. Emulating a French 
heritage concept with its very own 
fragrance bar, the store was packed 
with guests who were given the 
privilege of having their makeup 
done by experienced makeup artists. 
Skincare consultation and fragrance 
personalisation services were also 
offered throughout the event. 


Denise Camilla Tan 
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\ 

Christine Leveiiie 


Kampachi Restaurants 
organised their first 
fundraising event for the 
Special Olympics Kuala 
Lumpur. Three paintings and 
eight floral arrangements 
went on auction with 
the proceeds directed to 
gifted athletes who will 
compete in the upcoming 
games in Los Angeles. 


Floral arrangement master, Shogo 
Kariya^kifrom Japan took the stage 
as he gracefully prepared the floral 
arrangements to the sound of the 
piano played by the man himself 


Heart of Gold 

KAMPACHI FUND- 
RAISING EVENT 
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step 


outside 
at home. 


An Icon Residenz home comes with a 2-acre garden. 

Some call it a park, but how can a park feel like home, too? 

You could say it’s the range of facilities that creates a playground for the entire family. 
Or, it’s the calming sights and sounds of the waterscapes that put you at ease. 


It could even just be the sense of safety in a guarded yet open space. 


So, feel right at home and dine alfresco in your garden downstairs. 


After all, an Icon Residenz house comes with an Icon City home, 


FROM 

BANDAR 

SUNWAY> 


FROM 

SHAH ALAM 

Y 

■ Western Digital 

LEBUHRAYA DAMANSARA 
- PUCHONG (LDP) 


I Plaza Kelana Jaya 

FROM 

< DAMANSARA 


Meet the peak of Petaling Jaya soon. 

Completing in 2016, Icon Residenz Tower 1 will be Petaling Jaya’s tallest residential tower yet. 
Enjoy ample space and privacy with the ones you love, starting at RM1.5 million (3+1 bedroom). 
Drop by our show gallery between 10am and 6pm to learn more. 



B;, Petronas ® Pusat Q Kelana Jaya 
" Perabot LRT Station 


GPS: N 3° 5'10.71 E 101° 36'52.13 


SPRINT HIGHWAY/ 
KERINCHI LINK 

A 

FROM 

KUALA 

LUMPUR 


MAH SING GROUP 

A Premier Lifestyle Developer 


Exclusive Privileges: 

ZyCLUB* /riCkW 

Privileged Rewards Property Support Services 


A Multi-Award Winning Developer: 





For Further Information: 

© 012-2271998 

www.mahsing.com.my 

■3 Follow us on 

■ I IIM Mah Sing Group 


Sierra Peninsular Development Sdn Bhd (731177-K) • Wisma Mah Sing, Penthouse Suite 2, No. 163 Jalan Sungai Besi, 57100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. • Tower 1 • Developer License No: 
11 896-1/06-201 6/01 898(L) • Validity Period: 30/01/2012-29/01/2017 • Advertising & Sales Permit No: 11 896-1/06-201 6/01 898(P) • Validity Period: 13/6/15-12/6/16 • Approving Authority: Majlis Bandaraya 
Petaling Jaya • Building Plan Reference No: MBPJ/120100/T/P1 0/90/2012 • Expected Date of Completion: Dec 2015 • Land Tenure: 99 years (Expiring on 29 Sept 2074) • Land Encumbrances: Hong Leong 
Bank • Type of Property: Serviced Apartments • Total Number of Units: 248 units • Minimum Price: RM555,000. Maximum Price: RM2,106,000 • Restrictions in Interest - NA All renderings are artist’s 
impression only • All measurements are approximate • While every reasonable care has been taken in preparing this artwork, the developer cannot be held responsible for any inaccuracy and 
misrepresentation • All the above items are subject to variations, modifications, substitutions as may be required by the Authorities or recommended by the Architects or Engineers. 





Sheer Pleasure 

MARTELL PURE 
GOURMET DINNER 

A fabulous palatable 
experience was in store for 
the attendees of Martell’s 
Pure Gourmet dinner at the 
Tanzini Upper Deck restaurant 
in G -Tower. With Pernod 
Ricard’s brand ambassador 
Lionel Lau playing the role of 
host, guests were treated to a 
nine-course dinner paired with 
four of Martell’s finest cognacs. 
Starting easy with the Martell 
VSOP before progressing 
on to the richer flavours of 
the Cordon Bleu, XO and 
the Chanteloup Perspective, 
these spirits surely added a 
taste of elegance to the event. 


FACES I ONLOOKER 


Lionel Lau advised 
guests to store their 
Martell cognacs 
upright and not 
in a tilted position 
because the latter will 
cause the cork of the 
cognac to ‘ead into it 
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Every ingredient is within reach with the new 

FOOD SHOWCASE REFRIGERATOR 


Smart organisation 

Showcase for frequently used items. 
Innercase forfresh ingredients. 


Convenience 

Slide-out drawers and innovative 
2-step folding shelves. 


Premium design 

Optimum kitchen fit, sleek metal 
finish and recessed handles. 


RH57J90407F 


Samsung Malaysia Electronics (SME) Sdn. Bhd. (6291 86 D) 

www.samsung.com/my 


samsungmalaysia 


Samsung Careline: 

(24 Hours (daily) 


1800-88-9999 |24Hrs J 
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Korean 

Delight 

CELEBRITY GALA 
DINNER WITH 
SOUTH KOREAN 
CHEE EDWARD 
KWON 


In eonjunetion with 
InterContinental Kuala 
Lumpur’s World Celebrity 
Chef Series 2015, Edward 
Kwon, one of South Korea’s 
top eelebrity ehefs was flown 
in to showease his ineredible 
eulinary eapabilities. 
Renowned for aeeentuating 
traditional Korean dishes 
with a variety of Western 
and European teehniques, 
Kwon prepared a speeially 
erafted menu for the dinner. 



ee Montes e 
lo KaraiannL 


*>1 Liew Lee Kuen 
\ and Low Kok Ang 
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Finely Aged 

GLENFIDDICH 
VALLEY OF THE 
DEER EVENT 


Those eager to learn the 
whisky making proeess were 
lueky to attend Glenfiddich’s 
re-creation of its famous 
distillery at the Valley of 
the Deer event. The tour 
aimed to better educate 
whisky drinkers on the rich 
history and brewing process 
of the renowned Scotch 
whisky via a virtual tour. 




The brand’s celebrity ^ 
ambassador, Taiwanese- 
born Canadian model and 
actor Godfrey Gao was also 
present at the event 


Sean Chong 


Lyn Lim 
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Andrea Ambra 
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Organic Benefits 

EU PROJECT 

ORGANICITY WORKSHOP 
IN KUAEA EUMPUR 


Bioagricoop together with the 
Italian Embassy and the Italian Trade 
Commission Kuala Lumpur launched 
the EU Project Organicity, an organic 
food presentation and appreciation 
workshop. Bioagricoop and 15 Italian 
organic food companies aim to promote 
and educate the Southeast Asian 
nations including Malaysia, on the 
benefits of European organic products. 
Samplings of organic wine and food 
were offered throughout the evening 
for guests to taste the beneficial 
qualities of these organic products. 


Guests were given 
the opportunity 
to take back some 
lovely organic Italian 
pastries that evening 


Tan Sri Mustafa Mansur and 
Puan Sri Anita Aqeeia Hong 
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HEALTHCARE GROUP 


Prevention Is Better Than Cure 



COMPREHENSIVE 
HEALTH SCREEHIHO 


HEAD2TOE" 




BASIC HEALTH 

SCREENING 



Women Health 
Screening 


y 

Eoyfriy 

iUrty 



Men Health 
Pac 






phcirmcicy 

SHOr ONLINE 



Find the most suitable health package for you and 
your family at bphealthcare.com and lovypharmacy.com. 



Visit Any BP Branch Near You 


1 - 800 - 88-7171 
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Did you know that 
the president of the 
club, TunkuDara 
Naquiah has never 
repeated the contents 
of her speech in the 
36* speeches she has 
given so far 


Enchanting 

Mermaids 

KUALA LUMPUR 
SPEAKERS’ CEUB 
GRADUATION 
CEREMONY 


This year, the Kuala Lumpur 
Speakers’ Club welcomed 
12 new graduates from nine 
different parts of the world 
into its fold. With the theme 
‘Enchanting Mermaids’, the 
new members presented 
their graduation speeches 
with themes ranging from 
phenomenal women and 
objectification of the female 
gender to other interesting 
cultural differences; 
messages that echoed and 
resonated with the audience. 



Diana Hohenberger 
and Alicja Cerekwicka 


Christophe 

Ceska 








I M 
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In Fine Form 

VALIRAM, 
PETRONAS AND 
MERCEDES AMG 
DINNER 

Valiram Group together with 
Petronas and Mercedes AMG 
organised an exclusive dinner 
at the Symphony Lake Suite 
where guests were given the 
chance to view Tumi’s latest 
collection as well as IWC 
Schaffhausen’s Ingenieur 
collection in a fashion show. 





Abdul Hafiz Zainalabidin 
and Marlissa Marzuki 


MAXA 


(.jfl/iiXAZRfA 


MAXAZRtA 


Joanna 
and Yi ding 



Runway Style 

BCBG TREND 
LAUNCH 


BCBG Max Azria recently 
unveiled its latest collection 
in a trendy launch at The 
Gardens Mall. Models were 
seen parading in the season’s 
key pieces inspired by the 
‘Color Reform’ concept in 
a runway show organised 
at the brand’s boutique. 
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TATLER FOCUS | EPSOM COLLEGE 


The Epsom Experience 

Former Epsomian Mark Lankester shares 
with us his memories of Epsom Coiiege 




SOLID TRAINING 

Mark Lankester, former 
Epsomian and the CEO of 
Tune Elotels Group 


I f you haven’t already 
heard, Epsom 
College in Malaysia 
is a new British 
boarding and day 
school situated on 
a luxurious 50-acre site at 
Bandar Enstek, south of Kuala 
Lumpur. Originating in the UK, 
this British international school 
carries a rich heritage, offering 
a memorable educational 
experience. In the hopes of 
discovering more about the 
core values of Epsom, we have 
a chat with former Epsomian 
Mark Lankester, who is also the 
CEO of Tune Hotels Group. 

Many of you may be familiar 
with Lankester as the advisor on 
The Apprentice Asia, which was 
aired in May 2013. Warm and 
welcoming, this man exudes 
charisma and an approachable 
vibe that makes him an easy 
person to talk to. It didn’t take 
long before he was chatting 
away, recollecting his years 
at Epsom College in the UK, 
which he attended in 1978. 

Born in Kuala Lumpur to an 


English father and Chinese 
mother, Lankester was sent to 
Epsom College at the age of 
12. The school’s reputation for 
producing excellent medical 
graduates made it a suitable 
choice as it tied in well with his 
dream of becoming a doctor. 

When he arrived at the 
college, he was placed in Forest 
House. The Houses are in fact 
the focal point of the pupils’ lives 
at the school and the close-knit 
House system is an integral part 
of living and learning there. 

Lankester instantly made 
friends with other boarders 
in the House, and became 
particularly close to Tan Sri Tony 
Fernandes, founder of AirAsia, 
who was in the Holman House 
next to his. “Tony was my senior 
but we ended up being very 
good friends because we were 
both from Malaysia,” reminisces 
Mark who also revealed that the 
two have been friends for more 
than four decades. “Boarding 
school is a place where pupils 
forge deep friendships that last 
a lifetime.” 


For Lankester, one of the 
perks of studying at Epsom 
was the school’s ability to 
facilitate his other passion — 
sports. Whether in the college 
in the UK or in Malaysia, the 
various sports activities and 
facilities at Epsom play a key 
role in creating camaraderie, 
leadership skills and teamwork 
opportunities for its students. “It 
was like a 24-hour school and I 
learned from the people around 
me, my peers and teachers 
alike,” Lankester says. 

He tells us that boarding 
school has a way of instilling 
self-sufficiency and confidence, 
which will develop independence 
that prepares students for the 
world beyond school. “I was 
basically responsible for my 
own welfare in the UK, and 
had to make decisions on my 
own. It may be as trivial as 
what to eat for my meals to 
significant decisions such as 
deciding my subject options, but 
making those decisions actually 
prepared me for leadership roles 
today,” he explains. ■ 
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Compt^hensive, 




More than just ‘A’ grades. 
f Whether it’s the standard 2 year or 
the new 18 month A Level programme, 
ve offer the flexibility to suit your child’s learning. 


J 


> I 

bmin^ tq ^psom has never been easier! 
Ne]^^sul^sidised shuttle service now ' 
f ^ av^ilabie for Kf^ay students. 
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THE COMPLETE EDUCATION 

Co-ed I 3-1 8 Years | Nursery, Prep, IGCSE and A Levels | Day and Boarding Programmes 


epsomcollege.edu.my 


n EpsomCollegeinMalaysia Q +606 2404 188 □ HeadECiM 





MANLY 

ESCAPADES 


See how far you can go with your 
Salvatore Ferragamo Driver shoes, 
especially when you can now 
. create it to your liking 


WAVE OF SUCCESS 
SoundCloud co-founder Mathias Ljung is 
part of Salvatore Ferragamo's jfManStory 
where they celebrate men renowned 
globally for their professional success and 
personal selves 





'tiful things to have and hold 
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THE DRAWING POWER 
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BEAUTY 


CALL OF THE 


PLAY 


MOUNTAIN Audrey Ooi loves BOARD Structured, THE EYES INSIDER 


Shiatzy Chen is her outfits casual Age-old classics streamlined, 3D— Shiseido's latest Delve into how Cle 


inspired by the but \A/ith a twist, to given a twist of the makings of mascara is made de Peau Beaute 


mountains stand out graphic lines powerful fashion to open your eyes Synactif works 






STYLE I NEWS 


FURRY COMPANIONS Fur trimmings were a key detaii in Shiatzy 
Chen's faii/winter 201 5 coiiection, evoking scenes from the mountains 


Call of the 
Mountain 


Shiat^ Chen kicks off its faii/ 
winter 20 1 5 coiiection with 
spiendour, offering a view into 
Chinese mythoiogies 


While most brands continue to implement 
elements of the future into their designs, 
one of Shiatzy Chen’s underlying design 
signatures has always been to incorporate 
the classic Chinese element into modern 
aesthetics. Its latest fall/winter 2015 
collection is no different, turning 
towards the mountains for inspiration 
this time around. 

The majestic mountains serve as 
a grand background for folklore and 
mythological stories. Chinese mythology 
has stories of the ‘Classic of Mountains 
and Seas’ where mountain gods had 
human-like appearances and could turn 
into half-beast-half-human creatures. 

With snowy mountains as a backdrop, 
the runway models sashayed down wearing 
pieces with elements of lace, tweed, and 
lacquered wool embodied with mountain- 
like patterns on fox fur, woollen neoprene, 
cracked-grained leather and more. The colour 
palette has a mix of ivory, fuchsia, Tibet 
green, burgundy as well as chrome. Over 500 
guests including names such as Michelle Yeoh 
and Olivia Palermo witnessed the ethnically 
rich collection by Shiatzy Chen. 



• What’s in your wardrobe, Shana Azahari? 


'Tm a rather laid-back person and comfort is high on my 
priority list. I’m not a big shopper so I favour easy-to- 
match staples and punctuating the look with statement 
pieces. I’m very much on-the-go, hence I don’t like 
outfits that are too fussy. I love personal pieces like 
items that are made by hand and conversation pieces 
such as this wonder silk scarf by English designer 
Cristina Sabaiduc and my own label Azooi’s Aliya Tigre 
clutch. It is handmade with tiger abalone shell and it 
comes in a wonderful blue-green hue." 



Cristina 

Sabaiduc 

scarf 
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EASY BREEZY 

Go light with Triumph’s Light 
Sensation range of lingerie made 
with a unique 3D ‘spacer fabric’ 
which allows for significant 
ventilation, breathability and 
lightweight support with no 
compromise on aesthetics. Its 
flexible aerated cups allow for an 
uplifting experience while its lacy 
details have a centre tie-up to easily 
adjust your cleavage. 




OH, JULIET! 

Inspired by the eternal 
love of Romeo and Juliet, 
Repettos new collection is 
divided into two scenes — 
the Ball and the Balcony 
We see two people fall in 
love, represented by the 
vibrant colours of red, 
pink and yellow. The 
colour palette also reflects 
their hope and intense 
love in the shades of 
brown, grey and pink. 


• STAR GAZER 

Let your accessories 
shine with stars or a little 
hint of sparkle 



Saint Laurent 



Jimmy Choo 



Ports 1961 
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STYLE I NEWS 



CALIFORNIA CHILL 

Sensuous, feminine vibes are 
apparent in the womens pre- 
fall 20t^ range from Calvin 
Klein. Designed by creative 
director Francisco Costa, 
the collection is inspired by 
contemporary American 
visual artists combined with 
the ease of Californians 
featuring silhouettes of cropped 
jackets and low-slung waists 
with exposed midriff Fabric 
remains edgy yet hippie with 
patchwork leather, corduroy, 
velvet and more. 



SHARK WEEK 

The ocean with all its mystical creatures and unexplored 
depths has become Riccardo Tisci’s inspiration for 
Givenchy’s latest. One of the key motifs this season is the 
shark making its appearance in the Shark bag. Subtle yet 
edgy, the shark tooth is used as the clasp while the bag has 
an asymmetrical form in intense black leather. 



SPIRIT OF FASHION 

For the first time ever, Raf Simons staged a Dior 
pre-fall show in Tokyo. The Esprit Dior Tokyo 201 5 
collection had a utilitarian-glamour feel about it, with 
mid-length tunic dresses layered over spangly polo 
necks, complemented by wet-looking, fitted wedge- 
boots. The front-pleated trousers exuded a certain 
prissy ’70s vibe while remaining contemporary. 
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PROFILE I STYLE 


La Mer 
skincare 




Jeffrey 

Campbell 

heels 


I dress according to my 
mood and whatever 
suits the situation 

A 


CASUAL WITH A TWIST Audrey Ool likes special details on her outfits 
such as the lace-up details on the waist of the dress she Is wearing 


Mood Changer 

E or Audrey Ooi, dressing up well brightens her 
up and puts her In a better spirit 


E MAY HAVE many reasons as to why we choose to dress in a 
particular way It could be a way of expressing our creativity 
or even showing that we care about how we look. But for 
Audrey Ooi, she dresses up to put herself in a good mood. 
“When I’m having a bad day, dressing up and putting on some 
makeup really perk me up and put me in a better mood,” she explains. The 
mother of two is not one to be overly feminine in her style. Ooi says that she 
doesn’t quite gravitate towards anything with floral prints or lace materials. 
“I don’t really have a distinct style... I’m quite casual,” she adds. The one 
thing that Ooi rarely wears is a dress. She feels it is far too formal. 

“But I like being casual with a twist,” she says as she points at the outfit 
she was wearing. “I like special details on my outfit like cut-outs and so on.” 
She prefers the Thai street style trend of a matching printed top and bottom. 
“It’s less formal and it shows off some midriff. It’s dressy enough to go out for 
dinner without looking like you’re trying too hard,” she reasons. 
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Moschino 

bag 
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STYLE I NEWS 


SUNNY SHADES Clockwise from 
top: Models backstage at Canali; 
sneakers by Bally; backpack and look 
by Valentino 


Back to the 


Drawing 

Board 


Add graphic lines to knitwear, 
coats and plimsoii shoes for an 
artistic wardrobe refresh 


Clean lines and strong shapes coupled with 
artisanal construction — that’s what 
you’re going to get from Canali 
this season. Creative consultant 
and menswear designer Andrea 
Pompilio used a surprising pop of 
canary yellow on double-breasted 
coats; the rest of the collection 
remained more sombre, with 
shades of grey and various styles 
of stripes and checks. It was the 
slight geometric illusions, such as 
the high-necked sweater that really 
caught our attention. 

Meanwhile, Valentino looked 
to the art world for a fresh take. 

For autumn/winter 2015, the 
brand championed the work of 
26 -year-old Melbourne-based artist 
Esther Stewart. Her abstract artwork, 
often incorporating only a few simple 
shapes, was beautifully translated into 
everything from cashmere overcoats to 
crewneck knits, and even to the show’s 
set-up. We also couldn’t help but notice 
that Valentino’s signature rucksack got 
the Stewart treatment, too. Colour blocks 
were also applied to accessories, such as the 
running shoe from Bally. 


• BLACK 
MAGIC 

Choose all-blaok 
accessories for 
high-impact 
streetwear 



Givenchy by 
Riccardo Tisci 



Lanvin 



Giorgio Armani 



Saint Laurent 
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TO DYE FOR 

Carryalls, briefcases 
and totes from Louis 
Vuitton are revamped 
and given an ombre 
treatment. Available 
in tobacco brown and 
anthracite grey with 
subtle monogram 
detailing, these bags 

will serve you 
equally well 
in the city and 
on the road. 



GIVE ’EM 
THE SCOOT 

Crafted from 
polished calf 
leather or 
soft suede, 
the Brighton 
slipper is 
notable for its 
stylish contrast 
trimming 


Slip On, Zip Off 

Torn between the fine finishes of 
a dress shoe and the ease of a 
slip-on? Luckily loafers just got an 
injection of elegance courtesy of 
Corthay and its Brighton slipper. 
Referencing the attitude of the 
mod subculture movement of the 
1 960s, these shoes encompass 
the spirit of a carefree yet polished 
sense of dressing. Team them 
with differently coloured socks 
and denim for a modern look, or 
with a tailored suit with a slightly 
cropped trouser for a smart- 
casual occasion. 


• What’s in your 
wardrobe, Andre Lim? 



“My current favourite would 
be my blazer from Ted Baker. 
It’s something I enjoy wearing 
anywhere, anytime, any day. It 
has a modern fit and I especially 
love the unique inner lining of 
the suit. So on the outside, it 
can be safe in a sense, where 
else on the inside, it is very 
modern, colourful and bold. 
Another favourite would be my 
Tod's driving shoes. I have a 
whole collection of them! They 
are so easy to match for work 
and casual outings. The same 
pair can serve many occasions 
and it suits my personal style. 
Personality wise, I would 
describe myself as humorous 
and distinct.” 





Ted Baker blazer; 
Tod’s driving shoes 
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STYLE I NEWS 



FAMILY MATTERS 

Dolce & Gabbana shook things up a little in its fall/ 
winter 201 5 fashion show by placing the spotlight 
on families. Eight real families with mothers and 
their children as well as grandparents became the 
backdrop of the show, emphasising on the fact that 
family is the foundation of success. The collection 
focused on familiar pieces with a twist and it was 
Dolce & Gabbana through and through with Sicilian 
lace dresses, Forties skirt suits, and fit and flare 
coats. The red rose was the recurring motif. 


ROYAL TOUCHES 

Stride down the street feeling like an aristocrat with 
Giuseppe Zanotti's Homme F/W 2015 collection. 
Approaching flashy Italian elegance with edgy street 
style luxe, the collection offers many styles of footwear 
to cater to different occasions, such as loafers, desert 
boots and even sneakers. Sticking to the elegant 
theme, tartan is a recurring print in the collection, paired 
with crystal brocade tassels on loafers. 




TIE THAT UP 

One of the most important accessories for 
a man in the working world is certainly 
the tie. Finding one that fits the taste 
may be difficult, which is why Salvatore 
Ferragamo has launched the Fies MFO 
(Made to Order). Selected boutiques 
worldwide will be offering a range of 
fully customisable variations in stylish 
sizes, fabrics and colours. 
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THE ESSENTIAL GUIDE TO 

FINE 

DINING 




MALAYSIA 


MALAYSIA 

TATIER 


BEST 

RESTAURANTS 



2015 



EXPERT REVIEWS 
OF OVER 120 RESTAURANTS 


MALAYSIA 

JLATLER 


READ MORE ON MALAYSIATATLERDINING.COM 






STYLE I FASHION 



POLKA FACE 

Coat by Emanuel 
Ungaro 


Autumn calls for a transition to something more 
structured — streamlined dresses and coats with leather accents, 
fur embellishments and 3D florals all add dimension 


Photography CHRISTOPHER ARDELL Styling JIMI URQUIAGA 



LEATHER 

BOUND 

Coat and dress 
by Christian Dior 









HAIR: RYAN TANIGUCHI; MAKE-UR: HOMA SAFAR USING TOM FORD; NAILS: SARAH OHUE USING ORI; 
MODEL: ALI STEFHENS AT WILHELMINA MODELS; RHOTOGRARHER’S ASSISTANT: OOLIN JAOOB 






STYLE I FASHION 



DRIVING FORCE Racecar driver Mathias Lauda encapsuiates the essence of the 
Ferragamo man in the brand's #ManStory series 


Taking the Wheel 

Drive it your way with Salvatore Ferragamo’ s iatest 
offering — customisabie driving shoes 


HERE COMES a time 
in a boy’s life when he 
discovers he has turned 
into a man. It may not 
be a certain age that 
defines a man, but the 
experiences that have 
shaped him into the man that he is today 
Salvatore Ferragamo was a self-made man, 
immigrating to the US when he was 16 and 
making the Ferragamo brand sought-after 
in just five years. Following this theme, 
Salvatore Ferragamo launched A Man’s Story, 
an online project highlighting the idea of 
‘making your own rules’. For this, the brand 
carefully selected a group of gentlemen who 


are symbols of excellence in their own field 
and were courageous to pave their own 
path. In another chapter of A Man’s Story, 
Ferragamo Escape commemorates the essence 
of Ferragamo’s Drivers by selecting men who 
are refined, cultured and confident. The few 
selected include racecar driver Mathias Lauda, 
SoundCloud co-founder Alexander Ljung and 
photographer Johannes Huebl. 

The humble driving shoe was created 
and patented back in 1963 when it was still 
considered a luxury — only the wealthy could 
afford leather shoes made purposefully for 
driving. However, the invention of shoes 
made for driving yet still looks good for all 
other occasions was an innovation in itself. 
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Most leather shoes are not made for 
driving — the soles are too stiff and too thick 
to gauge the pressure on the pedals or worse, 
damages the backs of your fine leather shoes. 

Drivers from Ferragamo have a 
construction unique only to the brand. The 
design began from Ferragamo’s original 
moccasin combined with the modern driving 
shoe’s design. The result was minimalist 
looking footwear with classic soles 
technologically upgraded and substituted 
by rubber inserts to ensure durability while 
retaining the classic Ferragamo identity of 
high quality craftsmanship. The ‘invisible’ 
sole manages to give optimum comfort while 
protecting the foot. Ferragamo delved into 
technicalities of the shoe design with a special 
tubular construction technique; this means 
the shoes have exceeding flexibility compared 
to other driving shoes. 

Although the main design of the Driver 
remains minimalist, there is one detail that 
makes it stand out — a particular hardware 
namely the Gancio, which adorns Drivers 


as a symbol 

of the brand’s dedication to 
design and ‘Made in Italy’ workmanship. The 
wrought iron gate of Salvatore Ferragamo’s 
Florentine Palazzo Spini Feroni inspired the 
design of the Gancio. 

For a pair of leather shoes that seem 
so simple, the Driver has been designed 
with every aspect well thought out. It was 
only natural to take that one step further 
by introducing MTO (Made to Order) 

Drivers. Customers are able to create their 
own version by mixing more than 100 
configurations of upper body, unique sole 
construction and hallmark Gancio metal 
hardware. They are also given a choice of 
different fabrics and colours. The final touch 
in making your Driver truly yours and one-of- 
a-kind is the personalised lettering options. 
Customised to your requirements, classy and 
with quality craftsmanship expected from a 
brand that prides itself on excellence, what 
more could you ask for from a Driver that 
adorn your feet as you drive in style. © 


“A shoe comes 
alive only 
when we think 
of those who 
will wear it,” 
says the master 
craftsman 
at Salvatore 
Ferragamo 


YOURS TO 
DRIVE 

Ferragamo 
has always 
prided itself 
on quality 
craftsmanship, 
which is 
clearly seen in 
its Drivers 
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STYLE I BEAUTY 


Magic for the Eyes 

Get alt wide-eyed with Shiseido’s latest mascara innovation 



J T IS SIMPLY amazing what eye makeup can 
do to your entire look. Even if you decide 
to skip the contouring and eye shadow for 
the day, there is always one makeup item 
that you should never miss and that is the 
humble mascara. This magic wand is able to enhance 
your eyelashes be it curlier, longer or fuller — all that 
you need to make your eyes look bigger, brighter 
and more awake. What makes a mascara stand out 
from the rest? A unique formula, special brushes, 
non-clumping and the list goes on and on. Another 
mascara feature that has been raised recently is one 
that makes lashes look fuller without being too over 
the top. Taking these requests into account, Shiseido 
has created the perfect formula, which resulted in 
its latest release — the Eull Lash Volume Mascara. 

This mascara promises a deep black colour while 
being resilient. It has a new radial brush that helps 
separate lashes without clumping them. Its black 
luminous pigment adds lustre to what is usually a fiat 
black colour, creating fascinating, deep and dramatic 
black lashes. Straight lashes will also benefit from 
its latest formula of curl-up wax, which curls lashes 
and keeps them curled even after multiple coats. 

Best of all, it maintains a freshly- applied look even 
at the end of the day. Einally, Shiseido’s patented full 
expansion brush allows contact on the lashes from all 
directions, allowing it to fan the lashes while coating 
them evenly. Lashes look fuller and more curled, 
making the eyes look magically bigger. 



A WOMAN’S STRENGTH 

Bamboos arc surprisingly resilient plants. They are 
able to flourish in extreme conditions, withstand 
forces of nature and still look graceful and 
elegant. This became the epicentre of Gucci 
Bamboo, the brand's latest fragrance. 

It encapsulates sandalwood, Tahitian 
vanilla, grey amber, lily, orange 
blossom and ylang ylang. 
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THE GOOD OIL 

The coconut tree is well-known for its 
thousand uses. The derivative of the coconut 
tree, the coconut oil, is just as useful. Neals 
Yard Remedies recently introduced its Organic 
Virgin Coconut Oil, made from too% raw, 
organic and virgin 
coconut oil. Use it to 
prevent skin ageing 
and relieve dry skin. 


Kiss of a Rose 

A universal symbol of love, Maison Francis 
Kurkdjian bottles up the rose and calls it ‘A 
La Rose’. The fragrance is a synthesis of two 
varieties of rose — 250 Centifolia roses from 
Grasse for a floral base note with sweet honeyed 
and carnal accents, and 50 Damascena roses 
from Bulgaria in the form of an essential oil as 
the top note with a blend of pear and lychee. 



• PRETTY IN PINK 

Get girly this summer with 
these deiicate fiorai scents 


SLICK-ON POUT 

With the intensity 
of a lipstick, the 
moisturising power of a 
lip balm and the precise 
application of a lip- 
gloss, Estee Lauder s 
latest Pure Color Envy 
Liquid Lip Potion is 
the best thing you could 
add to your makeup 
bag. Lt boasts up to 
eight hours of long- 
wearing, rich colour 
while its hyaluronic 
acid formula keeps the 
lips hydrated. 


REPETTO EAU 
FLORALE 

The Parisian baiiet 
house unveiis Act III 
of its floral fragrance; 
ambergris and 
grapefruit add a touch 
of sensuality to the 
rose heart note 


VALENTINO 
VALENTINA PINK 

The scent of a rose is 
truly timeless. Nuances 
of peony, strawberry 
and blackberry bring 
freshness to the 
classic fragrance, 
resulting in a floral, 
fruity mix 


VAN CLEEF & ARPELS 
REVEENCHANTE 

A stroll through a sun- 
kissed garden is brought 
to life with warming notes 
of water jasmine and 
peach blossom, while lily 
of the valley puts a green 
spring in the step 
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STYLE I BEAUTY 


tl 
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Vernis 
in Love 
in Rose 
Plumetti by 

LANCOME 



1 

1 

1 
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Le Vernis 

Nail Colour 
in Ballerina 

1 

Le Vernis 
in Croisiere 
Sensation by 

GIVENCHY 

by CHANEL 






Nail Polish 
in Saltwater 
Happy by 

ESSIE 



SUGAR RUSH 

This summer's hottest nail shades are ice-cool — we love the 
mouth-watering hues from pistachio green to strawberry pink 
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INSIDER 1 BEAUTY 



IDEAL SKIN Ishimatsu Takayuki's clear and glowing complexion is a testament 
to the effectiveness of the Synactif range from Cle de Peau Beaute 


Synergy in Beauty 

Cle de Peau Beaute laboratory direotor Ishimatsu 
Takayuki talks to us about the unique Synactif, 
the nnost premium range In the brand 


OT AN ordinary anti-ageing skincare product, 

V# / the Cle de Peau Beaute Synactif line is the 

/ / latest and best to come out of the brand. To 

J achieve unimaginable heights, Synactif reinvents 

how skincare works since perfection through 
purification is the core of this unique system. According to Ishimatsu 
Takayuki, each product in the range was painstakingly created to 
complement one another. “The concept behind Synactif is to discover 
the most beautiful version of yourself by awakening your skin’s sleeping 
potential through the use of five stringently designed products in the 
range,” he says. The products were designed to have a synergistic effect 
so that it would be more beneficial to the user. In the Cle de Peau Beaute 
laboratory in-vitro testing, researchers discovered that by using the 
products in their prescribed order, the true beauty potential of the skin can 
be achieved. Results could be seen after eight weeks of continued usage. 


Beauty Insider (Bl): 

What does the new 
Synactif range aim 
to achieve? 

Ishimatsu Takayuki 
(IT): With Synactif, we 
approached the problem 
in a slightly different 
way compared to other 
brands designed for 
anti-ageing. Our research 
facility in America was 
where we looked into 
the relationship between 
lymphatic vessels and 
skin. Then, we continued 
with our study into 
lymphatic vessels and 
various discoveries 
were made during the 
research period. Based 
on these findings and 
having being inspired 
by them, we produced 
Synactif. In particular, I 
was personally involved 
in the creation of the 
cream where particular 
attention was paid to its 
texture. The previous 
generation of Synactif 
cream also had very 
high specs. There was a 
tremendous amount of 
pressure on me to come 
up with something even 
better than what was 
already good. Finally, 
we came up with this 
particular product 
which is able to 
combine the greatest 
results with the most 
effective ingredients. 

Bl: Who will benefit best 
from using Synactif? 

IT: We’re thinking of 
women with a discerning 
eye and high awareness 
and regard for beauty. 
Some of the examples 
would be the more 
affluent ones as well as 
the successful career 
women. This doesn’t 
mean we are excluding 
any other group of 
customers in terms of 
age and skin type. I 
myself am a daily user of 
the products. Being in 


my 40s now. I'm able to 
exert good results from 
using these products. 

Bl: How will this range 
of products address 
Malaysian women’s 
biggest skin concerns 
while benefitting from 
them ultimately? 

IT: I believe Malaysian 
women are often 
exposed to various kinds 
of negative factors like 
strong UV rays, high 
temperature and humidity 
in their daily life. In fact, 
indoor air conditioning 
can also be quite 
harmful to the skin. For 
these reasons, I highly 
recommend the use of 
moisturising products like 
Synactif. It’s understood 
that the skin suffers from 
damage caused by 
UV rays and the 
environment during 
the day and is repaired 
during the night. Thus, 
it’s important to have a 
proper skincare regime 
especially in the evenings 
before sleep. 

Bl: Why is the soap 
bar part of the range 
instead of a cleansing 
gel or foam? 

IT: Initially when we 
were developing this 
product, we explored 
all the different options 
available. When we 
considered what we 
wanted out of the 
product, which was to 
clean the skin, remove 
makeup and also 
prep the skin for the 
subsequent products, 
the soap was the answer 
that we came up with. 

Of course, this is no 
ordinary soap. Compared 
to a conventional soap, 
this soap has far greater 
amounts of hydrating 
ingredients. It doesn’t 
rob the skin of its natural 
moisture. It’s the ultimate 
version of a soap. 
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TATLER FOCUS | WONJIN AESTHETICS CENTRE 



Pursuing Perfection 

Achieve the looks and physique you have always 
dreamt of with the help of Wonjin Aesthetics Centre 


T he Korean 
Wave does 
not seem to 
be slowing 
down anytime 
soon as 

more and more Malaysians are 
assimilating the South Korean 
culture into their lifestyle and 
tastes especially in the fields 
of fashion and beauty. South 
Korean actresses like Ha Ji 
Won, Song Hye Kyo and Choi 
Ji Woo are now perceived 
as ideals of beauty, inspiring 
women across all ages 
and walks of life to pursue 
perfection when it comes to 
their looks. 


Enter Wonjin Aesthetics 
Centre, the official and 
exclusive partner of Wonjin 
Beauty Medical Group in 
South Korea where you will 
be exposed to a whole new 
world of cosmetic surgery. Co- 
founded by Dorothy Ng and 
Alicia Toe, the centre provides 
a platform for Malaysians to 
have an access to reliable 
and safe cosmetic surgery. 

In combining the travel and 
aesthetics industries together, 
Wonjin promises professional 
services and high quality 
results in the surgeries it offers. 

The services offered by 
Wonjin are designed to assure 


and prepare you every step of 
the way before your chosen 
procedures. A preliminary 
consultation will be performed 
at the Plaza Damas office 
where the consultants will 
have a discussion with you 
about your desired procedures 
as well as provide you 
with suitable options and 
recommendations. Simulation 
photos of the results can be 
provided after the discussion 
so customers can envision 
their results and expectations 
can be better managed. 

Thereon, Wonjin Aesthetics 
Centre will take care of the 
finer details for you, from 


assisting in booking your flight 
and accommodation in Seoul 
and arranging your surgery 
and follow-up appointments. 

If you are experiencing fears 
and uncertainty on this big 
step you are about to take, 
worry not. A dedicated guide 
from Malaysia’s Wonjin office 
will be by your side in every 
step of the way. From being 
a translator when speaking to 
your surgeon to helping you 
plan shopping excursions and 
tour-related itineraries in South 
Korea, Wonjin Aesthetics 
Centre takes care of everything 
as the centre is committed to 
giving you the best in Seoul. ■ 



VISIT WONJIN'S EXCLUSIVE LOCAL PARTNER, WONJ IN 
AESTHETICS CENTRE IN HARTAMAS FOR ALL YOUR 
COSMETIC NEEDS. 


For 

VORLD CLAS 

COSMETIC 
PROCEDURES 

V 


IN SOUTH KOREA 


W 0 n j I n v 

Beauty 1 

Medical Group 
(BMG) located in 
the heart of Gang- 
/ nam, Seoul was estab- 
/ lished in 1999 under the 
/ oapable leadership of Dr Park 
/ Wonjin and has since grown to 
/ be one of the largest cosmetic 
/ surgery hospitals in South Korea. 
Wonjin BMG encompasses an ever- 
growing team of over 70 surgeons 
divided into specific departments and . 


each specializing in their area of expertise. 






Park Won Jin M.D., Ph.D 

Wonjin Beauty Medical Group Representative 


A member of the Korean Society of Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgeons 
A member of the Korean Society of Microsurgery 
A member of the Korean Society of Aesthetic Plastic Surgery 
A member of the Korean Society of Carpal Surgery 
A member of Eyelid Plastic Surgery Research of the Korean 
Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons 
A member of Nose Plastic Surgery Research of the Korean Society of 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons 

A member of Face Contour Plastic Surgery Research of the Korean 
Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons 

A member of Breast Plastic Surgery Research of the Korean Society of 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons 

A member of IPRAS(lnternational Confederation of Plastic, Reconstructive 
and Aesthetic Surgery) 

Former full time doctor of Plastic Surgery at Samsung Medical Center 
Former assistant professor of Sungkyunkwan University School of Medicine 
Former assistant professor of Seoul National University College of Medicine 


Over the years, Wonjin BMG has been 
consistently providing South Korea’s celebri- 
ties and elite with world class results and 
satisfaction while delivering excep- 
i tional customer service, safety and 
L care. At Wonjin Beauty, we pride 
ourselves on making dreams 


\ T % WONJIN BEAUTY MEDICAL GROUP 


B1 -8, 1 St Floor, Plaza Damas 3, | 

Jalan Sri Hartamas 1 , Sri Hartamas, 

^ 50480 Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia 

Tel: +603 6201 5796 
www.wonjinaesthetics.com 
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FINE FEATHERS 
Corum revisits its iconic 
Feather watch with three 
new timepieces and a 
contemporary reinterpretation 
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NATURAL 

SELECTION 

Modern leaf and floral 
dials set the trend for 
women's timepieces 
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LIVING ICON 

Hannes Pantli 
shares how IWC 
Schaffhausen has 
evolved over the years 


142 

SYMBOL 
OF TIME 

Football legend Eric 
Cantona on working 
with Hautlence 
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GALACTIC 

TRAVEL 

Breitling ups the ante 
with the new Galactic 
UnItIme SleekT 
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HELLO, YELLOW! 

Bring a touch of 
sunshine to those 
evening shindigs with 
these fancy jewels 



i 'Natural 


Selection 


Modern leaf and floral dials set a 
delloate trend for women’s timepleoes 


REATiviTY THRIVES in the latest 
’ watches for women as dials reveal 
nature-inspired motifs with a 
H w ) twist. Celebrating 10 years of the 
Cat’s Eye watch, Girard-Perregaux 
takes the model’s distinct case shape and 
combines it with a dial of diamond petals — a 
firework of rays extending from the 9 o’clock 
position, each stone set in a specific direction 
to provide a shimmering effect. The black 
version features an onyx dial with 73 brilliant- 
cut diamonds, while the opaline version has a 
grey mother-of-pearl dial with pink sapphires. 
The Cat’s Eye Anniversary watch comes with 
an automatic Girard-Perregaux movement 
with 46 hours of reserve power. 

Among the watchmakers that focused 
on nature-inspired women’s novelties at 
Baselworld this year was Harry Winston. 

The Premier Lace is one of the three exquisite 
timepieces that make up the brand’s The 
Premier Collection, with a dial in mother-of- 
pearl forming an intricate floral lace motif, 
which measures a mere 0.15mm thick and 
is placed against a dark-coloured dial. The 


Premier Lace comes with a black 
sunburst dial with a white mother- 
of-pearl lace for sharp contrast. Further 
enriching the watch are the 63 brilliant-cut 
diamonds that line the bezel and arches of the 
31mm white or rose gold case. 

Making its debut at this year’s SIHH, the 
Excalibur Creative Skeleton Broceliande by 
Roger Dubuis is a timepiece hailing from its 
King Arthur-inspired Excalibur line, which 
showcases the mythical Broceliande forest, 
said to be home to Merlin’s tomb. With 
this watch, the craftsmen at Roger Dubuis 
skeletonised the famously robust Excalibur 
model, introducing ivy leaves and vines 
using gemstones throughout the dial and the 
movement. The bezel of this 42mm red gold 
case is set with 60 brilliant-cut diamonds, 
with 30 more brilliant-cut diamonds on 
its lugs. At the heart of this watch is the 
RD505SQ flying tourbillon movement, which 
has been beautifully finished and guarantees 
an impressive 60 hours of power reserve. 


STYLE 


IN FULL BLOOM 

From left: Two views of the 
Cat’s Eye Anniversary watch 
by Girard-Perregaux; Harry 
Winston Premier Lace; Roger 
Dubuis Excalibur Creative 
Skeleton Broceliande 
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BACKGROUND 
Bom in France into a 
watchmaking family, Carole 
Forestier-Kasapi started her 
career in watchmaking at 
Conseilray after six years at 
the Ecole d’Horlogerie at La 
Chaux-de-Fonds in Switzerland. 
She spent two years as a 
movement builder, primarily in 
charge of the development of 
Zenith’s Elite calibre. Forestier- 
Kasapi then joined Renaud & 
Papi, a well-known speciality 
movement supplier owned by 
Audemars Piguet, where she 
headed up the technical bureau 
for more than four years. It was 
in 1 999 that she joined Cartier, 
on the team responsible for the 
development of the company’s 
high-watchmaking movements. 
In 2005, Forestier-Kasapi 
stepped up as the brand’s 
director of movement creation. 

DESIGN ACHIEVEMENTS 
Under Forestier-Kasapi’s 

supervision, Cartier’s fine 
watchmaking division has 




WATCHMAKER 

Carole 

Forestier-Kasapi 


launched more than 30 new 
movements and 50 references 
since it was established in 
2008. In an industry dominated 
by men, Forestier-Kasapi has 
proven to be in a class of her 
own and is now considered a 
watchmaking luminary by her 
peers. One of the industry’s 
most creative modern inventors, 
her team is responsible for the 
brand’s concept watches — the 
ID One and the ID Two, which 
have pushed the boundaries of 
timekeeping with functions and 
movements previously unseen. 


CREATIVE SPACES 

From top: The Cartier 
manufaoture in La 
Chaux-de-Fonds; 
symbois for movement 
creation at Cartier 


PRIZED POSSESSION 

The 201^ French 
Open singles womens 
champion, Serena 
Williams, is Audemars 
Piguet s latest brand 
ambassador, choosing 
to wear a Royal Oak 
Offshore watch in pink 
gold on and off the court. 


• GILTY 
PLEASURES 

Golden watches never 
go out of style 


Montbianc Boheme 
Perpetuai Caiendar 


Omega 

Consteiiation Piuma 


Chopard Flappy Sport 


Cie de Cartier 


Vacheron 

Constantin Flarmony 
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STYLE I WATCHES 



Flights of Fancy 

The three latest timepieces from the Heritage 
Collection by Corum pays tribute to its iconio 
Feather watch launched in the 1970s 




BIRDS OF A FEATHER Two of the timepieces utiiise peacock feathers whiie the other features biue 
jay. The feathers are aii individuaiiy positioned to reproduce the desired motif before being giued fiat 


ROYAL ADDITION 

Joining Montblanc 
as an ambassador 
is Monaco royal 
Charlotte Casiraghi. 
This notable 
equestrian champion, 
philanthropist, 
writer and producer 
will lend her star 
power to Montblanc s 
campaigns and events. 


SWIM FAN 

With its strong lines and classic 
aesthetics, Boucheron’s Epure 
Tourbillon Anna is a vision of 
loveliness. Its white-gold case 
is adorned with diamonds and 
baguettes portraying a fish 
swimming in motion. The mother- 
of-pearl dial accords finesse to 
the elegant timepiece. 
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WATCHES 1 STYLE 


Living Icon 

For over four deoades, Hannes 
Pantli has been embodying the 
values of IWC Sohaffhausen. 

Fie tells Lily Ong how the brand 
has evolved since he joined the 
oompany in 1972 



HEN HANNES PANTLI waS 
headhunted to join IWC 
Schaffhausen in 1972, he 
automatically remembered 
his first encounter with 
the brand. “During a religious festival in my 
hometown, godfathers would normally give 
boys a watch as a gift. One of my friends 
in my boarding school actually received an 
IWC watch from his godfather. Everyone 
in school was curious and had no idea what 
IWC was. I learnt much later that IWC was 
an insider’s brand so if you don’t know it, then 
it is because you are not ‘in’,” shares Pantli, 
who is on the board of directors at IWC 
Schaffhausen. 

Just as he came in to spearhead sales for 
the European market, trouble was brewing 
in the watch industry. The introduction of 
inexpensive quartz movements caused a 
shake-up in consumer preference. Plus, the 
implementation of the Bretton-Woods Act 
eliminated fixed exchange rates. All of this 
came together to create a dark cloud over the 
prestigious company. 

Not one to give up in the face of adversity, 
Pantli eventually assumed IWC’s marketing 
portfolio and worked on expanding its market 
into newer horizons, such as the Middle East. 
“The oil-rich were looking to spend, so we 
worked on producing special collections 
for this market,” elaborates Pantli, who was 
instrumental in the expansion of the brand 
worldwide. In the 1990s, the rebirth of 
the Portugieser collection played an 
important role in IWC’s increasing 
popularity. “We launched a limited 
edition of the model for our 

125th anniversary in 1993. 

It was a big success and 
we introduced a new 
size for men’s watches. 
Today, it is one of our 
most important lines at 
IWC,” he says with pride. 



THROUGH THICK AND THIN Hannes Pantli rennains connnnitted to 
IWC Schaffhausen even after over 40 years 


In 2000, IWC became part of the 
Richemont Group. On this, Pantli opines, 
“There were noticeable changes once 
Richemont became our parent company. 

We used to work through importers but 
once Richemont acquired us, they improved 
distribution channels and opened up offices 
worldwide. It really helped us in becoming 
more visible.” 

Until today, Pantli remains passionate 
about his company. An ardent watch collector, 
he has acquired a significant collection of 
IWC vintage watches that he has since sold 
or lent to Richemont’s IWC Museum. “One of 
the most sentimental pieces I own is the one 
of only two of the La Magique pocket watches 
made in 1887. It took me two years to finally 
own it; I purchased it from an Italian noble 
family from Palermo, Sicily,” he reveals. IWC 
Schaffhausen is indeed lucky to have such a 
dedicated individual like Pantli who wants to 
continue telling its stories to the world. © 
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STYLE I WATCHES 



A Symbol 
of Time 


Hautlence ambassador Eric 
Cantona talks about his love 
for art and how he ohannelled 
that passion when designing 
his first watch with the brand, 
writes Tien Chew 


RT IS TO THE SOul 
as water is to the 
body. It is a form 
of sustenance for 
us to flourish. 

Eric Cantona is 
a firm lover of 
the arts and it truly reflects in his outlook 
on life and his latest collaborative, the 
Invictus Morphos with luxury horological 
watchmaker Hautlence. His fascination with 
the world of arts stemmed from his father, 
a painter who used to take him 
to galleries to expose and teach 
him about the splendours of 
creative works. A longtime fan 
of fine watchmaking, he became 
Hautlence’s ambassador through 
a mutual friendship with CEO and 
co-founder of the brand, Guillaume Tetu. 

He admires Hautlence’s watches because 
they are, in his own words, “unique” and 
“have a strong personality”. 

“I love watches but I didn’t know 
how they functioned mechanically 
until Tetu took me to Hautlence’s 
factories to show me the entire 
watchmaking process from the beginning 
to the end,” says Cantona. “I realised 
how complicated it could be and how 
passionate people are towards the craft. 

That inspired me a lot.” 

His experience in learning how Hautlence 
approached its craft was the catalyst that set 
in motion Cantona’s eventual collaboration 
with Hautlence for the Invictus Morphos, a 
stunning limited edition timepiece that marks 
the brand’s first chronograph. The piece 
features the wings of a blue majestic morphos 
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THE LEGEND 

Renowned 
footballer Eric 
Cantona Is 
Hautlence' s 
global 

annbassador 


IMAGES: HAUTLENCE 




ETERNAL 

BEAUTY 

To Eric 
Cantona, the 
butterfly is the 
embodiment 
of the word 
ephemeral, 
symbolising 
freedom, 
a carefree 
existence and 
a zest for life 
due to the 
short nature of 
its life span 


‘T love art because it in an 
expression of an artist as 
well as the world around 
him. We like a piece of art 
because we can see a little bit 
of ourselves in it” 


butterfly and contains a deeper meaning than 
just a piece used for aesthetic purposes. 

As Hautlence’s ambassador, Cantona is 
privy to learning the watchmaker’s secret of 
the trade and has personally witnessed the 
required artisanal skill that goes into each 
and every timepiece. He opines that watching 
a timepiece being made from start to finish 
is a truly captivating experience, as he 


witnessed tiny pieces being made with such 
care and love which most people don’t even 
get to see once it is assembled. 

“It isn’t only about the mechanism of a 
watch, it’s about how to describe time and 
which symbol to use to represent it. I thought 
that the butterfly was a great way to tell 
time,” says Cantona on the Invictus Morphos 
watch. To him and the team that brought 
this magnificent piece to life, seeing how the 
butterfly only lives for 24 hours, it represents 
metamorphosis or change, a link between our 
desires and the realisation of those desires. 
“The butterfly represents eternity,” he adds 
with a touch of gravitas. Beautiful on the 
surface yet philosophical in nature, the watch 
isn’t just a pretty way to tell time. It’s also a 
statement piece. 

His design insights are the result of a 
lifelong interest he has for all things art and 
the admiration of the medium’s qualities. 

“I love art because it is an expression of an 
artist as well as the world around him. We 
like a piece of art because we can see a little 
bit of ourselves in it,” he says. Though it is 
no doubt exciting for Cantona to witness the 
final culmination of his collaborative work 
in the form of the eye-catching blue butterfly 
timepiece, he finds the journey leading up to 
that moment equally as important as its final 
form. To work on his desired representation 
of time, Cantona opines that he had to ask 
himself questions that he never asked before, 
which led to further self-discovery. 

“It is like when you write a book that 
tells a story, you have to develop your ideas 
and I think that this is a great and exciting 
time. I love this time of searching where I 
get to bring all the right pieces together,” 
he says. The spirit of a poet lies behind his 
stern exterior as Cantona is someone who 
knows how to appreciate the beauty of an 
individual’s soulful expression. The football 
legend goes on to note that it is ultimately not 
for them to call their creative work art, for 
that honour will fall to others to judge. 

The Invictus Morphos is among the 
first three watches to be released in a 
collaboration between famed personality Eric 
Cantona and Hautlence. The next upcoming 
piece will be revealed in March 2016 during 
Baselworld and will no doubt, as Cantona best 
puts it, reveal another slice of his well-known 
no holds barred persona. © 
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STYLE I WATCHES 



Galactic Travel 

Breitling introduces the latest addition to its Galactic coiiection — 
the Unitime SleekT that showcases world time on its dial 


ESPECTED as 
a specialist of 
technical watches, 
Breitling played 
a crucial role in 
the development 
of the wrist 
chronograph. It also shares a close and tight 
link with the field of aviation. The specialty 
that would earn it worldwide fame was its 
onboard chronographs that were intended 
for cockpits, especially in the military. This 
accomplishment was followed by Breitling’s 
foray into commercial aviation. Today, the 
brand has shared all the finest moments in 
the conquest of the skies thanks to its sturdy, 
reliable and high-performance instruments. 


DOUBLE REVOLUTION 

Yet, that’s not to say that Breitling is afraid to 
try something new and bold once in a while. 
The launch of the all-new Breitling Galactic 
Unitime SleekT this year is an example of the 
brand’s talent for innovation and for pushing 
the envelope, proving that while aviation 
might be what the watchmaker is known 
for, it is still game to embrace innovation in 
other arenas as well. 

The new timepiece’s highlights are 
noticeable in two ways. Firstly, this is the 
first Breitling timepiece that will not have a 
chronograph function. Its new B35 in-house 
calibre will be the brand’s first self-winding 
world-time movement without a chronograph 
complication since 1884. This ‘breaking’ with 
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Its new ^55 in-house calibre 
will be the brand’s first 
self-winding world-time 
movement without a 
chronograph complication 
since 1884 

tradition was done after much consideration 
so as to showcase the great things the 
timepiece can do aside from telling time. 

WORLD TIME 

Once set properly, the wearer of a Galactic 
Unitime SleekT can tell the time around the 
world simply by looking at the appropriate 
city; the disc telling the time also gives a 
day/night indication. 

Plus, pulling out the crown and turning it 
forwards or backwards in one-hour increments 
is enough to correct all the dial indications 
in one smooth move, including automatic 
adjustment of the date to local time, in both 
directions. So in other words, even if you 
change the time forwards or backwards, your 
date will stay in sync — ensuring minimum 
confusion when travelling. 

To provide this feature, Breitling 
developed two patented innovations relating 
to the differential system and the connection 
between the city disk and the movement. 
Caliber B35 (chronometer-certified like all 
Breitling movements) also has two other 
patents for the winding and time-setting 
systems that were engineered to keep the 
timepiece functioning well. This set of 
inventions and optimised features aim to 
reinforce the performance and reliability of 
the movement, keeping entirely with the 
brand’s ‘aeronautical’ philosophy. 

MATERIAL PLAY 

The second innovation in the Breitling 
Galactic Unitime SleekT is represented in 
its aesthetics. The case for this timepiece is 
fitted with a brand-new smooth bezel 
made of tungsten carbide, an ultra-resistant 
high-tech composite material of which the 
original shade makes a subtle contrast 
with the polished steel. 

A unique material, tungsten carbide is 
made from tungsten powder moulded at a 
high temperature and under extremely high 
pressure. The result is incomparable hardness 
almost five times greater than that of steel. 


as well as a scratch-resistant surface able to 
withstand hard knocks and wear over time. 

This futuristic bezel surrounds a black or 
white dial with a mobile city disk, a 24 -hour 
disk and a centre adorned with a filigree- 
worked globe pattern. Readability is further 
reinforced by oversized hands and hour- 
markers enhanced with a luminescent coating. 
The durable timepiece also has a power- 
reserve of 70 hours — useful for a traveller 
always on the go. Sporty, sophisticated 
and travel-friendly, this watch is entirely 
in tune with Breitling’s motto and spirit of 
‘instruments for professionals’. © 



THE WORLD ON 
YOUR WRIST 

This travel - 
friendly watch 
Cannes with a 
white or black dial 
with a mobile city 
disk, a 24-hour 
disk and a centre 
adorned with a 
filigree-worked 
globe pattern 
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STYLE I JEWELLERY 



HELLO, 

YELLOW! 


Bring a spot of sunshine to those evening 
shindigs with punchy sapphires, citrines 
and fancy-coloured diamonds 


CITRUS CHARMS 

Clockwise from top: 
Lumieres d’Eau Parure 
No. 1 1 necklace by 
Chaumet; Pave Butterfly 
earrings by Graff; 

Granville So/e// earrings 
by Dior Joaillerie; 
Lumieres d’Eau Parure 
No. 1 1 secret watch 
by Chaumet; yellow 
diamond ring by Chopard 


et into the swing of ball sea- 
I son with jewels in luminous, 
cheerful yellow. Chaumet has 
created a breathtaking set 
with large, yellow cushion- 
cut Ceylon sapphires as the 
focal point. Different forms 
of water were the inspiration for Chaumet’s 
Lumieres d’Eau high jewellery collection — 
Parure 11 takes its sunny disposition from 
sun-lit lakes. The long necklace in yellow gold 
has more than 40 carats of yellow sapphires, 
beads and motifs of topaz, golden cultured 
pearls and one 30.29-carat cushion-cut 
Ceylon sapphire. Time is literally golden 
with the matching secret watch, set 
with 570 yellow sapphires and a 
13.45-carat Ceylon sapphire at the 
centre, which lifts to reveal the hours 
and minutes. 

Also inspired by nature, Graff has 
an extensive range of jewellery in 
the form of butterflies. The brand’s 
founder, Laurence Graff, loves the 
concept of the metamorphosis of 
caterpillars into colourful and delicate 
winged creatures. The Pave Butterfly 
collection includes playful drop earrings 
with three butterflies on each side, set in 
white and yellow diamonds. 

Every year, in time for the Cannes Film 
Festival, Chopard creates high jewellery 
pieces that make up its Red Carpet collection. 
For 2015, the brand revealed 68 new models, 
one for each year of the festival. One of the 
most striking showcases a fancy vivid yellow 
radiant-cut diamond weighing 30 carats. The 
stone is set on a white gold ring, which is 
enveloped in more diamonds. 

Meanwhile, Dior Joaillerie brings the 
sunshine with the Granville Soleil collection. 

In one brilliant example, golden opals, 
tourmalines and diamonds combine to create 
a flirty pair of earrings. 
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Chanel 
Coco Crush 


Damiani Bad 


Pomellato Milano 
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JEWELLERY DESIGNER 

James de Givenchy 


BACKGROUND 
The nephew of renowned 
fashion designer Hubert de 
Givenchy, French-born James 
de Givenchy grew up in the 
fashion world. He became 
enamoured with gems when 
he joined Christie’s jewellery 
department, after studying 
graphic design at New York 
City’s Fashion Institute of 
Technology. He then became 
head of Christie’s jewellery arm 
for the US west coast and later 
served as vice-president of 
jewellery brand Verdura. 

DESIGN SIGNATURE 
De Givenchy opened his New 

York salon in 1996, initially 
working with private clients on 
bespoke pieces. He is known 
as a connoisseur of gems, with 
sculptural, whimsical works 
heralded for their colour and 
composition. De Givenchy 
likens his work to architecture, 
and feels his role as a designer 
is to find pieces that fit together 
to solve a puzzle. 


COLOUR PLAY From top: 
James de Givenchy at his 
Madison Avenue salon; Taffin’s 
geometric cocktail rings 


ARTISTIC INFLUENCES 
Playing with ceramic to 

showcase fine metals and 
precious gems, De Givenchy’s 
work has been compared 
to famous designers such 
as Suzanne Belperron and 
Raymond Templier. All of De 
Givenchy’s jewellery is produced 
in the US. He embosses each 
piece with the French-gifted 
Statue of Liberty as a nod to 
the bridge between his French 
heritage and his US home. 


THE ONE AND ONLY 

Emily Blunt wears this 
one-of-a-kind pair of 
earrings by Anna Hu 
at a reeent gala for the 
Metropolitan Museum of 
Arts Costume Institute 
in New York. The Orchid 
earrings feature two royal 
blue sapphires, Paraiba 
tourmalines and 
rose-eut diamonds 
set in white gold. 


• MARCHING 
BANDS 

One, two, three, four: 
stack and flaunt these 
playful rings 
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STYLE I JEWELLERY 


Good as Gold 



Jewellery should not only look attraotive. It should 
also oome from beautiful origins as Chopard 
proves with Its Palme Verte Collection 


ICONIC IN ITS 
OWN RIGHT 

Crafted in 
Fairmined 
1 8-carat yellow 
gold, the 
collection is a 
tribute to the 
Palme d’Or 


LEAVES OF GOLD Chopard does it again with ethical, sustainable 
pieces in its Palme Verte Collection which ranges from high 
jewellery to dainty, restrained jewellery lines perfect for daily wear 


PINK EXPLOSION 

Dress up your eyening 
with an explosion of 
colours courtesy of 
Damianis Masterpiece 
Anima Collection. 

A combination of 
pink sapphires and 
tourmaline in different 
cuts enhance the three- 
dimensional aspect of 
the pieces for a truly 
unique effect. 





story of a Jewel 

The spirit of Japanese intricate artistry 
comes into play with Nasu Jewelry. Each 
piece is unique with the designer Nasu 
himself taking inspiration from the stone, 
creating a poem and drawing a specific 
design from there. 
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Tunku Datin Myra Madihah and Ruthlene Abu Sahid 

have forged a kind of friendship that most women 
couid only dream about — one that is built on loyalty, 
honesty and with plenty of fun thrown into the mix. 
Lily Ong sits down with these two livewires and 
disoovers why they are ‘soulmates’ 


ou are all just really brave to do this story, 
aren’t you?” The voice, booming and 
assertive, was clearly heard in all corners of 
the Saujana Suite where the photo shoot was 
taking place. Striding into the living room of 
the suite dressed casually in a white shirt and 
ripped jeans, Ruthlene Abu Sahid lowered the 
oversized sunglasses that covered almost half 
her face down her nose and gave each and every 
member of the Taller team an appraising look. 


WITH HER FELINE-SHAPED EYES and 
arched eyebrows, it was hard not to shift 
uncomfortably under her probing gaze but 
I managed to answer her steadily, “What 
do you mean, Ruthlene?” She regarded me 
silently and I could almost hear that famously 
intelligent mind working furiously as she 
seemed to decide what to make of me. Then, 
her serious face broke into a wide smile 
and she laughed heartily as the dynamic 
entrepreneur answered, “You are all really 
brave to put me and Myra in the same room. 
You have no idea how rowdy we can get!” 

Chuckling to herself in amusement, she 
made a beeline for the master bedroom in the 
suite — her faithful personal assistant Ikma 
trailing after her — where her photo shoot 
co-star and event organiser extraordinaire 
Tunku Datin Myra Madihah was having her 
makeup done. Ruthlene’s playful tone aside, 
we realised that she was not joking. Putting 
her and Tunku Myra in the same room 
was just like lighting two firecrackers and 
launching them into the sky — lots of sparks 
and explosive laughter and dare we say, plenty 
of fire and spirit. 

On the surface, some would see them as 
a mismatched pair. On one hand, you have 


Ruthlene — a sharp -shooting, tough-as-nails 
and straight-talking nonconformist who is 
also the daughter of one of the nation’s most 
prominent individuals, businessman and self- 
made tycoon Tan Sri Abu Sahid. 

On the other hand, you have Tunku 
Myra — a gregarious social butterfly whose 
polished demeanour and appearance is a 
product of her cultured upbringing from her 
days in the palace — being the only daughter 
of social stalwarts Tunku Dara Naquiah and 
Tunku Datuk Mudzaffar. Tunku Myra admits, 
“We may look different on the outside, but 
we have many things in common.” 

I nterestingly enough, I discovered 
that Taller had a small part in 
bringing these two women together 
15 years ago — although the two of 
them agreed that the main credit 
should be given to none other than 
Tunku Dara Naquiah. “My mum 
went for a La Mer event in Langkawi that was 
jointly organised by Malaysia Taller, that’s 
where she met Ruth,” says Tunku Myra. 

Suddenly, in an amusing act of parody, she 
changed her voice and tone as well as facial 
expression to imitate her eminent mother’s 
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THE REAL DEAL 

Tunku Datin Myra and Ruthlene found a friend in each other to count on during the good and bad times. 'We can be 
doing nothing and yet still be having fun f says Tunku Myra. (Jewellery by Van Cleef SC Arpels) 
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MODERN-DAY PRINCESS 

Due to her cultured upbringing and her laid-back, sociable personality, Tunku Myra is perceived by her friends as a 
dependable voice of reason, ''On the other hand, I am her deviVs advocate,'' grins Ruthlene mischievously, 

(Clutch by Louis Vuitton) 
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“Not only is she a great confidante, she is not one 
to be blindly loyal without reason. Myra is always 
objective and impartial while being supportive at the 
same time. She says things as it is and she knows Fll 
do the same for her. Thats why we know we can 
count on each other'' 


mannerism, “She’s such a nice girl, Myra... a 
little bit like you, you know. She’s fun, she’s 
loud and she likes to dance. You simply must 
meet her!” 

B oth Ruthlene and Tunku 

Myra are unable to pinpoint 
their first encounter but 
they both vaguely remember 
meeting face-to-face shortly 
after Ruthlene returned from 
the aforementioned event 
in Langkawi. “When we started talking, we 
got along like a house on fire and became 
fast friends,” says Tunku Myra, smiling at the 
memory of how they marked the start of a 
beautiful friendship. 

Ruthlene admits she had heard of Tunku 
Myra long before they were formally 
introduced. “Let’s face it, who doesn’t know 
who she is?” says Ruthlene wryly. “We used 
to pass each other on airplanes many times 
because we were both educated in English 
boarding schools. We often caught the same 
flights together but we were not introduced 
until we came back to KL.” 

Their shared love of food, fashion and 
travel also solidified their budding bond. It 
did not take long for them to find a kindred 
spirit in each other and they enthusiastically 
worked on strengthening a friendship that 
was built on plenty of honesty, trust and 
respect. Their friendship started with the two 
of them having long lunches (“When Myra 
and I are having lunch together, our families 
know not to expect us home until lam the 
next morning!” says Ruthlene), which evolved 
into girly shopping excursions and fun trips 
around the globe. 

Tunku Myra, an avid sportswoman, was 
the one who introduced Ruthlene to the 
joys of skiing. “I even styled her in her first 


ski outfit,” says Tunku Myra proudly. Their 
friendship has resulted in their husbands 
being close buddies as well. “James knows 
that when we are going out with the Al- 
Khadras, we are going to have a late night! 
Laughter is very important to me and 
Ruthlene. We can be doing nothing and yet 
still be having fun!” 

They were each other’s bridesmaids and 
Tunku Myra fondly recalls how Ruthlene was 
the one who worked really hard to help the 
groom Dato’ James Iskandar Jaafar- Greaves 
during the wedding when he was too bogged 
down with work. “I would get really upset 
when things are not done and Ruth will tell 
me to relax and she would sort things out. 

She ran all over Masjid India helping my 
husband’s entourage find the right clothes for 
the ceremonial events,” says the tall, bronze- 
skinned royal. 

Ruthlene also said Tunku Myra was of great 
help when she tied the knot with husband 
Amro Al-Khadra, although in a different way. 
“She was my matron of torture,” she says 
with a mock suffering expression. “She really 
did her best to make a demure bride out of 
me, although I am anything but demure. So 
she pushed me hard to do the blushing bride 
act — walk slowly and gracefully, all that jazz. 
So yes, she really made me work during my 
big day!” 

As they both hail from prominent families, 
they are also drawn to each other’s ‘realness’. 
“Ruth can be a bit standoffish and aloof at 
first but once you go past that, she is just the 
best. She is incredibly loyal, sweet, and caring. 
Once, my mother was sick and I called Ruth 
for advice since she is into natural healing. 

She promptly sent over some rare herbs and 
ingredients to my mother and even checked 
to make sure she ate them. She really goes the 
extra mile for you if you are her friend. Plus, 
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“Myra and I, wc can be a bit 
misunderstood, to a certain 
extent. I think we have helped 
with each others maturity 
but kept our youthfulness. 

We keep each other in check 
with what reality is' 



HEART TO HEART 

Their ig years of friendship is built on mutual trust and confidence. They would often go out for lunches to catch up when 
Ruthlene returns to KL from Kuwait. ''When we are out for lunch our husbands know not to expect us until i amr says 
Ruthlene. (Jewellery by Van Cleef SC Arpels and clutch by Louis Vuitton) 





STRAIGHT-UP SHARPSHOOTER 

Tunku Myra is drawn to Ruthlenes vivacious personality, which mirrors her own. 'When we started talking, we got 
along like a house on fire and became fast friends,'' says Tunku Myra about her best friend. 
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she is really funny and has this wicked sense 
of humour ” says Tunku Myra candidly about 
her best friend. 

Ruthlene, whose no-nonsense demeanour 
stems from her introvert nature and refusal to 
be someone she is not, says this about Tunku 
Myra’s strength of character: “Not only is she 
a great confidante, she is not one to be blindly 
loyal without reason. Myra is always objective 
and impartial while being supportive at the 
same time,” expresses Ruthlene of her friend’s 
positive traits. 

She then adds, “Myra and I, we can be 
a bit misunderstood, to a certain extent. 
People think I am snobbish but the truth is, 

I just don’t like small talk. Myra is more laid- 
back and sociable in comparison to me but 
somehow people can take advantage of that. 
So when she sets her boundaries, people see 
a different side of her and not realise, it’s just 
her being real, reacting to a situation. Myra 
tells things as it is and she knows I’ll do the 
same for her. That’s why we know we can 
count on each other.” 

Then in true Ruthlene fashion, she bares 
her thoughts with unabashed honesty. “I think 
we have helped with each other’s maturity but 
kept our youthfulness. We keep each other 
in check with what reality is. Sometimes I 
just want to be in my cocoon... if I can’t deal 
with the world. I’ll just want to be by myself. 
Myra is always there... she is always hounding 
me to come out of my cocoon. I am not one 
to bother with what people think. She will 
remind me to be myself but to be nice and 
approachable at the same time. She’s my voice 
of reason.” Her quicksilver humour returned 
as she mischievously adds, “On the other 
hand, I am her devil’s advocate.” 


M otherhood has also 

become an experience 
that further bonded 
these BFFs. Tunku 
Myra, who became a 
mother first to Putera 
Ryan and Puteri 
Tahlia, was full of advice when Ruthlene 
welcomed her baby daughter Sarnia into the 
world. Their daughters are as close as them. 

In fact, Puteri Tahlia was sent to Ruthlene’s 
house to play with Sarnia when both the 
mothers were busy being photographed for 
our cover story that particular day. 

“Their friendship is another story 
altogether,” says Tunku Myra, shaking her 
head. “Our daughters really get along. Just a 
few days ago, they had so much fun driving 
Ruth’s small golf buggy around for hours 
until the buggy ran out of battery. That’s how 
much fun they have together without their 
mummies around!” 

It was a long and tiring photo shoot but 
Ruthlene and Tunku Myra withstood it with 
such humour and cheerfulness that the day 
flew by so quickly. Before we knew it, it 
was time to wrap up and say our goodbyes. 
We could hear the two of them chatting 
animatedly as they stepped into the lift, 
making arrangements for their next long 
lunch with each other. 

Somehow, Ruthlene’s words came to mind 
as I watched them leave for the evening. She 
said, “We don’t have to meet each other every 
week; we do it when we can and when we 
do it’s as if nothing has changed.” To me, it is 
simply a friendship that is ‘real’ in every sense 
of the word — without pretentiousness, no 
nonsense and definitely no drama. © 


''Ruth can be a bit standoffish and aloof at first but once 
you go past that, she is just the best. She really goes 
the extra mile for you if you are her friend. She is 
incredibly loyal, sweet, and caring. Plus, she is really 
funny and has this wicked sense of humour” 
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“But while we think 
of the past, we look forward 
in faith and hope 
to the future; from 
henceforth we are masters 
of our destiny, and the 
welfare of this beloved land 
is our own responsibility” 

— Tunku Abdul Rahman 

AUGUST 31, 1957 AT THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE 


Photography Allan Casal 




The nation celebrates its 58th Merdeka 
Day this year. Jacqueline Wong talks to four 
individuals, each with their own personal 
connection to Malaysia, on their memories, 
favourite things and wishes for the country 





wish for Malaysia to continue 
to strive towards realising the iMalaysia 
vision'' — Michael Helfman, entrepreneur and 
expatriate from the United States 

LORIDA. That was my first 
■ impression of Malaysia when I 
I landed here ” the dashing New 
I Yorker exclaims. Who would have 
M thought that Kuala Lumpur would 
share similarities with the US Sunshine State? 

But Michael Helfman begs to differ, “The roads 
were really smooth and lined with palm trees as 
far as the eye could see. Of course, there is the 
weather too.” 

When Helfman was tasked to help create a 
report on foreign investment in Malaysia back in 
2009, he arrived with nothing more than a general 
idea of the country outlined in a business dossier 
provided by his employer. “The only thing I have 
seen about Malaysia prior 
to the business briefing 
was the movie Entrapment 
that featured the Petronas 
Twin Towers. It gave the 
impression that KL was a 
major city because of the 
architecture. I expected 
a big city similar to 
Bangkok but after being 
here, I think KL has better 
infrastructure and roads,” 

Helfman admits. “I did 
not initially plan to stay 
but Malaysia won me 
over. The food, the people 
and opportunities appealed to me. It was a new 
frontier and I wanted to seize the opportunity to 
start a new chapter in my life.” After mastering 
the protocol of names and titles, Helfman soon set 
up his own company in 2011 and worked towards 
assimilating himself with the locals. 

“I started driving almost immediately after 
I got here. Road signs are an issue and driving 
is a bit more cavalier with rules being more 


flexible. But I don’t mind it at all! After years of 
living here, I still like to ride my bike around the 
different neighbourhoods just to get a feel of the 
place,” states the adventurous Helfman. A lover 
of the outdoors, he appreciates the many natural 
attractions of Malaysia. “One of the most amazing 
dives I had was at Sipadan in Sabah. Also, while 
filming in Borneo, I had the chance to visit several 
national parks and stayed in longhouses with 
indigenous tribes. I saw a rare and raw side of the 
country, which intrigues me, even now. Malaysia 
has a lot to offer in terms of nature and culture.” 

In addition, the entrepreneurial side of Helfman 
lists out several pros to living and starting a 
business here, “Malaysia is centrally located within 
Asia hence a great place to set up base. I believe 
the opportunities abound in business, buoyed by 
good infrastructure and the fact that English is 
widely used here.” When asked for his thoughts on 
what he considers to be distinctively Malaysian, 
Helfman zones in on the food. “Nasi lemak is 
definitely Malaysian. It took me a few years to like 
it. I didn’t like the fried anchovies as dried food is 
not a usual part of Western diet. But one day as 
I was playing golf, everyone had nasi lemak so I 
tried it too and something just clicked. Now when 
I am away from the country, I miss the food; beef 
rendang, char kuey teow and asam laksa. I have 
grown accustomed to the unique flavours, the 
spices and strong taste of local food.” 

Helfman acknowledges the special spot this 
country holds in his life, sharing, “Malaysia has 
given me so many memories; getting married, 
travelling in the jungle with the Ibans and starting 
my business and restaurant. I have a home 

here.” Helfman hopes to 
create many more good 
memories, starting with 
his restaurant, Mikey’s 
New York Pizza. “It is still 
a work in progress, much 
like the IMalaysia vision. I 
see in my restaurant that 
Malaysia is a melting pot. 
Expats, Chinese, Malays, 
Indians. Everybody is 
enjoying the same thing. 
That makes me feel good 
because my restaurant 
is based on New York, 
which is also a melting 
pot of different cultures. When I see everyone 
coming together, it really makes me believe in the 
IMalaysia slogan. And I would like to see that in 
more aspects outside in Malaysia rather than just in 
my restaurant.” 

On a more selfish note however, Helfman wishes 
for the end to open burning, so he could relish 
in the glorious weather without having to worry 
about the detrimental haze. 



“I DID NOT PLAN 
TO STAY. BUT 
THE FOOD, THE 
PEOPLE, THE 
OPPORTUNITIES.. 
THEY APPEALED 
TO ME” 
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HOME AWAY 
FROM HOME 




BEST OF 

BOTH 

WORLDS 

Hannah Kam 
says growing 
up in Maiaysia 
has made 
her more 
understanding 
of the ouitures 
of others 
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wish for Malaysia as it turns g8 
that we will be a mature, peace-loving nation'' 
— Hannah Kam, a KL-ite returning home after 
a stint in the UK 


T he BRITISH education’s forte of a 
well-rounded approach towards a 
person’s growth is evident in the 
way Hannah Kam carries herself 
The young lady has an air of quiet 
confidence and speaks with eloquence and clarity. 
It could also be due to her budding profession 
as a litigator. Arriving early to our photo shoot, 
Kam was a tad anxious about getting made up and 
fussed over. However, she quickly loosened up in 
front of the camera and brightened the gloomy day 
with her easy smile. 

Born and bred in Kuala Lumpur, Kam left home 
at the age of 16 to embark on a journey of self 
discovery, starting from her time at Wycombe 
Abbey, a prominent boarding school for girls in 
the UK. “I loved my time there. I made many 
friends and learned a whole new work ethic. It 
was very much about bringing the best out of girls 
through education and extra-curricular activities. 
There was so much to see and do that I hardly had 
time to feel homesick,” Kam shares of her initial 
reaction being in a new environment. “I was one 
of a handful of Malaysian girls there so they were 
quite curious of our culture. I think a lot of people 
don’t immediately appreciate that Malaysia is 
very multicultural and this is a revelation of sorts, 
especially for people in England.” 

Kam realised her dream to attend university in 
London and took the opportunity to partake in 
everything the cosmopolitan city had to offer, from 
fantastic restaurants, to the opera, to watching 
Roger Federer at Wimbledon and witnessing 
Pandelela Rinong Pamg and Dato’ Lee Chong Wei 
make Malaysia proud at the 2012 Olympics. “I did 
love living in London and I would be lying if I said 
I didn’t miss it, but some days were pretty crazy,” 
Kam admits but points out, “What I love about 
Malaysia is that everything is quite relaxed. We 


have this sort of cincai attitude and that’s not a bad 
thing per se. The basis of our society is built upon 
understanding and acceptance so we tend to take 
things easy. There is no need to be overly stressed 
and things happen at our own pace.” 

We asked Kam how the two capital cities stack 
up and she replied, “Both London and Kuala 
Lumpur share many similarities; melting pot of 
different cultures, bad traffic, arts and culture 
hubs and so forth. But I think we are very blessed 
that KL is a very modern Asian city that retained 
a lot of its traditions and cultures. Malaysia, 
as a whole, is a celebration of diversity.” Kam 
professes that growing up in Malaysia’s landscape 
of multiculturalism has made her much more 
interested and understanding of other people’s 
culture. “Diversity is an inherent part of me. I am 
more accepting of other’s differences and I believe 
it is so important to have that mutual respect for 
everyone around the world. I think this quality 
stands all Malaysians in good stead.” 

The well-travelled Kam is proud of what 
Malaysia has to offer. “I have had friends from 
overseas come for a visit and they were all bowled 
over by the experience.” As a representative of 
the affluent Malaysian youth who will shape the 
future of the country, Kam has a simple aspiration, 
“I wish for Malaysia as it turns 58 that we will be 
a mature, peace-loving nation.” She reiterates, 
“Malaysia’s distinctiveness is derived from our 
multiculturalism. I’m sure my fellow Malaysians 
will agree with me on this; when someone from 
a different country asks me what nationality, I 
say, T am Malaysian’, I do not say, T am Chinese 
Malaysian’. This is truly something special, 
something unique and something to be treasured. 
Some of my best friends in KL are not Chinese, and 
I do enjoy learning about their different cultures 
and traditions. In fact, I am going to be a dulang 
girl at a Malay wedding next year!” 


“I DID LOVE LIVING IN 
LONDON BUT WHAT 
I REALLY MISSED 
ABOUT MALAYSIA IS 
THAT EVERYTHING IS 
MORE RELAXED” 
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wish Malaysia continues to 
grow and be a developed and peaceful country'' 
— A:(mallJamaluddin, architect and 
business savant 

N othing stops a man with a 
purpose. A quick once over of 
Azmall Jamaluddin’s resume reveals 
a career progression that most could 
only dream about. “Architecture 
is my passion ” says Azmall. “My ambitions 
when I began my degree in Liverpool were to 
work for an international architectural firm in 
the UK and then to open my own firm in Kuala 
Lumpur.” So far, everything has gone according 
to plan. After spending 16 years in the UK and 
Ireland completing his architectural studies and 
accumulating invaluable 
work experience, Azmall 
returned to Malaysia in 
2010 to head 3DReid 
International. With strong 
support and network ties 
with the 3DReid offices 
in the UK, he is now 
working hard at expanding 
and diversifying the 
construction industry in 
the region. 

Azmall takes us back 
to his days as a student 
and newly employed in 
the world of design and 
structure building, “I had a 
clear idea of what I wanted 
to achieve during my time 
overseas. With those goals in mind, I focused on 
learning and doing as much as I could to improve 
and equip myself” 

He continues, “I was fortunate to have 
experienced working in both small and big 
architectural firms, first in Dublin and then in 
London. I believe that there is a big difference 
between being a big fish in a small pond and small 
fish in a big pond. Both scenarios can teach us 


something about ourselves and gives us a chance to 
expand our skills as each comes with a special set 
of challenges.” 

After spending close to half his life thus far 
in the UK, I pointed out the absence of a British 
accent. “Rather than picking up an accent, I 
learned about the values and work culture, which 
I think are far more valuable,” Azmall explains 
good-naturedly. “Things like integrity, doing the 
best you can and delivering on your promises. 

I have learnt that strong leadership and good 
working culture are very important in determining 
the success of an organisation,” he adds. With a 
solid track record at Reid Architecture in London, 
Azmall convinced the board of directors to extend 
the enterprise to Asia as Europe struggled with 
economic troubles. 

He reveals that the thought of not returning 
to Malaysia never crossed his mind, even when 
he found success and happiness in London. “I am 
quite patriotic. I want to contribute and give back 
to my country. As a goal oriented person, returning 
to Malaysia was not a difficult decision as it was 
always part of the plan.” 

The serious business side of Azmall shows up 
as he explains his vision, “I hope Malaysia will 
become a developed country. I am building a 
team of architects and BIM Technicians with all 
the positive values I learnt through the years. My 
team of like-minded professionals is influencing 
the development of Malaysia by leading the design 
team to produce high quality projects through 
collaborative works with our alliances and other 
international consulting firms.” 

Azmall certainly takes pride in his work, 

spurred on by the simple 
notion of wanting to give 
back. A family man first 
and foremost, AzmalLs 
no nonsense demeanour 
softens when he talks 
about family and home. “I 
never really missed home 
when I was busy pursuing 
my dreams in a foreign 
land. But I did miss my 
mum’s cooking, especially 
during Raya time,” he 
says. “Although I lived in 
Bayswater, London where 
the Malaysia Hall is, I could 
never find a substitute for 
her cooking. I also missed 
being able to meet with 
friends for coffee and roti canai at three in the 
morning.” With an assuring smile, Azmall ends 
the interview saying, “Malaysia is my country and 
my home. I love Malaysia with all the good and 
bad. I am thankful to our forefathers for paving 
the way for us to have choices on how to live our 
lives. For all the differences, we are all proud to be 
Malaysians and we want Malaysia to be an amazing 
country to live in. Happy birthday, Malaysia!” 



“COMING BACK 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
THE PLAN. AS A 
GOAL ORIENTED 
PERSON, 
RETURNING TO 
MALAYSIA WAS 
NOT A DIFFICULT 
DECISION” 


i68 


MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE 

Azmall 
Jamaludin 
might have 
spent many 



years abroad 
but he has 
always known 
that he would 
come home 


THROUGH 
HER EYES 

HE Vicki 
Treadell’s 
personai 
experience 
growing up 
in Maiaysia 
has shaped 
her into the 
individuai she 
is today 
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believe the cultural diversity that 
exists here is something to be celebrated. If you 
lose it, part of what makes Malaysia unique, 
is lost,'' — HE Vicki Treaded, British High 
Commissioner to Malaysia 

A PAIR of Peranakan chairs with 
mother-of-pearl inlays occupy a 
brightly lit corner of the British High 
Commissioner’s residence in Kuala 
Lumpur. “They are my grandfather’s,” 
Her Excellency Vicki Treadell points out. The 
spacious temporary abode for the British diplomat 
reflects her mixed parentage and colourful past in 
the blend of East meets West deco. HE Treadell 
was born in Ipoh, Perak and spent her early years 
there before moving to the UK with her family 
at the age of eight. She recalls her days attending 
elementary school at the Tarcisian Convent, “We 
had large classes. My favourite subject was art and 
I hated math. There were the typical blue pinafores 
worn with white shirts and I remember I had to 
‘bianco’ my school pumps to keep them white.” 

Her unique background has given HE Treadell 
an edge over others during the bid for the role of 
High Commissioner. “I think I have an advantage 
in terms of understanding the different cultures, 
cultural sensitivity and Malaysia’s history. I have 
seen it through a child’s eyes, as a teenager and 
now as a working adult,” explains HE Treadell. “It 
has given me a sort of shortcut on building rapport 
and relationships.” Born into the first decade after 
Malaysia’s independence, HE Treadell witnessed a 
young country’s growth, looking to its future. The 
country’s history is closely reflected in her own 
lifetime and personal experiences. 


This special connection served as a driving 
force behind her decision to return here. Now 
with an important diplomatic role, HE Treadell 
hopes to foster and build on the refreshed bilateral 
relationship between the UK and Malaysia. She 
says, “Much of my recent career has been focused 
on the economic agenda, trade and investment. 
Malaysia, being right in the heart of the ASEAN 
region, is undergoing huge economic changes. It is 
looking to diversify and move up the value chain 
and I believe the British presence and investments 
are vital to its growth.” 

Digressing from the business side of things, 
the amicable but purposeful diplomat showed 
genuine concern for the state of our country. 

“I’ve come back 50 over years later and got the 
chance to share about an earlier time, what it was 
like during my childhood and first trip back in 
the late 1980s,” says HE Treadell. She expresses 
her worry regarding the lack of understanding in 
younger people. “There is a risk of a generation of 
Malaysians who have not experienced the spirit 
of growing up together due to the flourish of 
vernacular schools, and communities remaining 
within their own. I believe the cultural diversity 
that exists here is something to be celebrated. It 
is something that makes a huge difference for this 
country. If you lose it, part of what makes Malaysia 
unique, its selling point, is lost,” HE Treadell 
opines with a tinge of the bittersweet. 

“This is also an issue for Britain,” she continues. 
“We have a lot of migrants and I am an example. 
Whoever you are, whatever your race, religion 
or background, there needs to be a sense of 
national identity, of standing up together. One has 
to be proud to be British or Malaysian first and 
foremost.” For any country, there comes a point in 
time when some soul searching is required. “Every 
country has to step back and reassess as things 
evolve. There needs to be a moment of pause to 
say, ‘Why are we special? Is this something that 
is becoming fragile and if we want to preserve it, 
what are we going to do?”’ says HE Treadell as she 
notes that Britain too is actively redefining their 
identity as a postcolonial nation. 

As members of the Commonwealth, HE 
Treadell hopes for both parties to work together 
to uphold the values and aspirations of democracy, 
human rights and the rule of law. She shares her 
sentiments, “We must all try. It is the responsibility 
of every citizen, every government and nation as a 
whole. As part of the bigger international family, 
it matters that we encourage and help each other, 
just like any real family would.” © 



“I WISH MALAYSIA CONTINUED HARMONY AND 
EVERY SUCCESS FOR THE FUTURE. BUT ONE 
CANNOT HAPPEN WITHOUT THE OTHER” 
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Surging popularity has seen prices for Japan’s top 
whiskies skyrocket — and their availability plunnnnet. 
Christopher DeWolf heads to Japan to find out why 




DAMP, WOODY SCENT lingers in the air as we ascend in 
the lift. “It smells like a forest,” I remark. “A whisky 
forest,” says my guide, a soft-spoken man named 
Makoto Sumita. The doors open and it becomes 
clear what he means. There are stacks of casks, 
thousands of them, stamped with dates and filled 
with liquid that will be blended, bottled and sold 
around the world at increasingly high prices. I 
close my eyes and inhale deeply: the air is sweet 
and vaguely fruity. Tm breathing evaporated 
whisky. “That’s the angel’s share,” says 
Sumita. “We lose 3 per cent per year.” 


We are in one of the warehouses of the Suntory 
Yamazaki distillery, the oldest whisky distillery in 
Japan and the producer of some of the world’s most 
acclaimed single malts. Sumita has been a manager 
here for decades and he’s never seen it so busy 
“Because whisky sales are so good, the distillery is 
working at more than 100 per cent.” 

And it’s no wonder. In the past 15 years, Japanese 
distillers have racked up some of the world’s top 
awards — the most recent from Jim Murray, who 
declared the 2013 Yamazaki Sherry Cask Single Malt 
to be the world’s best whisky in this year’s edition of 
his Whisky Bible. From high-rise bars in Hong Kong to 
basement dens in Paris, Japanese whisky has become 


the connoisseur’s choice, a sought-after libation whose 
infusion of Scottish technique into a Japanese milieu 
has beguiled a new generation of drinkers. 

I’ve long been a craft beer enthusiast, but malt is 
malt — and my brief forays into the world of Japanese 
whisky left me intrigued. So I flew to Japan to find 
out the secrets behind its cherished export. The trip 
began auspiciously as I walked into my suite at the 
Mandarin Oriental, Tokyo, where I found two small 
bottles of Hibiki 17 and Hakushu single malt awaiting 
me with a bucket of ice. It wasn’t until later that food 
and beverage director Thomas Combescot-Lepere 
broke the bad news. “You’ve come at an interesting 
time,” he says. “There’s no whisky left.” 
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MAKE IT SUNTORY TIME 

From left: Shinji Fukuyo, 
master blender at the 
Suntory YamazakI distillery; 
the building nestles In a 
verdant hillside and Is located 
between Kyoto and Osaka 


DISTILLERY 

Suntory’s 
Hakushu facilit 
in Hokuto is 
known as “the 
forest distillery’ 
for its green 
surrounds 


It seems the surge of 
interest in Japanese whisky 
has taken producers by 
surprise, which has led them to 
ration bottles of their finest expressions. Combescot- 
Lepere says prices rose 40 per cent in April alone 
and it has become impossible for him to buy more 
than a few bottles of top-shelf whiskies, such as 
Hibiki 30, a fantastic blend of malt and grain from 
Suntory’s three distilleries. 

“Normally we have 40 to 50 items of Japanese 
whisky,” says Shusaku Osawa, the manager of 
Liquors Hasegawa, which stocks about 800 kinds of 
Scotch, bourbon and other whiskies — but not much 
more than a dozen Japanese whiskies, now that 
demand has far outstripped supply. 

To find out more about the shortage, I meet 
Belgian-born Stefan Van Eycken, chief editor of 
Nonjatta, an English-language Japanese whisky blog. 
He was such a fan of single malt that he did his PhD 
in Edinburgh “because it was close to whisky” — and 
it was there that he met his Japanese wife. “For so 
many years, whisky sales in Japan slumped. It was 
the whisky fans who kept things going,” he says. 
Enthusiasts were treated to single-cask bottlings, 
the liquid equivalent of a great writer’s unpublished 
manuscript; some even bought entire casks. Even 
as the whiskies began to win international awards, 
there was more than enough to go around. 

Then came the highball. In 2008, Suntory began 
to promote whisky sodas as a lighter alternative 
to beer, and Japanese sales reversed their decline 
for the first time in nearly 20 years. International 


CRYSTAL BLISS Due to a surge of Interest In Japanese whisky, 
Suntory’s 30-year-old expressions regularly fetch top dollar at auction 


YAMAZAKI 

DISTILLERY 

Japan’s first 
oommeroial 
distillery was 
built in 1923 by 
Suntory founder 
Shinjiro Torii 


Cl EC 


CHICHIBU 

DISTILLERY 

Founded in 2008 
by Ichiro Akuto, 
this is where 
the acclaimed 
Ichiro’s Malt 
is produced 


MIYAGIKYO 

DISTILLERY 

Nikka’s distillery 
near Sendai was 
built in 1969 and 
features prime 
underground 
water filtered 
through a layer 
of peat 
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ROLL OUT THE BARRELS The thousands of casks at the Suntory Yamazaki 
distillery leave the air sweet with the angel’s share 


acclaim continued to buoy the high end of the market. 
The trends converged this year when NHK broadcast 
the historical soap opera Massan, about the romance 
between Japanese whisky pioneer Masataka Taketsuru 
and his Scottish wife, Rita Cowan. Japanese drinkers 
who had never paid much heed to their homegrown 
single malts suddenly took interest. “Now people 
fetishise it,” says Van Eycken. “It gets hard to open 
bottles because they are surrounded by this aura.” 

To appreciate the history of Japanese whisky, you 
need to board a train to Yamazaki, a village in the 
hills between Kyoto and Osaka. This is where, in 
1923, Shinjiro Torii embarked on the unlikely project 
of building a Scotch distillery in Japan. To make his 


concoction, Torii hired Taketsuru, the son of a sake 
brewer, who studied organic chemistry in Glasgow 
and earned his keep working at distilleries. 

Their first product, released in 1929, was a flop. 
“People didn’t like it because it was too smoky,” 
says Sumita. Taketsuru left to start his own distillery 
in Yoichi, on Hokkaido, while Torii continued to 
experiment. He finally struck gold with Kakubin, a 
sweet, mellow blend that is still Japan’s top-selling 
whisky. Even today, peated whiskies are rare in Japan. 
“Blenders use a small amount [of peat] — it gives it a 
deep flavour but not any smoke,” says Sumita. 

Of course, what truly sets Japanese whisky apart is 
Japan itself When whisky emerges from the pot still, 
it is an aggressively fruity, clear spirit — moonshine, 
basically. Only after years in a wood barrel, subjected 
to the changes of season and the mysterious qualities 
of the wood itself, does something unique emerge. 
That becomes clear as Sumita sits me down and gives 
me samples of 12 -year-old Yamazaki single malt. 
There’s one aged in Spanish sherry casks, which tastes 
of brown sugar and figs. Another, matured in casks 
made of Japanese mizunara — a kind of indigenous 
white oak — tastes altogether different: floral yet 
woody. “Japanese people say it reminds them of 
temple incense,” says Sumita. 

In the pine forests 100 kilometres northwest of 
Tokyo, in Chichibu, Ichiro Akuto has built Japan’s first 
new whisky distillery since 1973. Unlike Yamazaki and 
Hakushu, which employ hundreds of people, this is 
an artisanal operation. Akuto has just one pair of pot 
stills and nine full-time staff Asked why he set up in 
Chichibu, he says, “I was born here. It’s that simple.” 
But it’s more complicated than that. Akuto’s family 
began brewing sake in Chichibu nearly 400 years ago. 
In 1941, his grandfather founded the Hanyu distillery 
nearby. The declining fortunes of Japanese whisky in 
the 1990s led the family to sell the business, but the 
new owner wasn’t interested in buying any of the 












WHERE TO STAY 



TOKYO 

Conveniently located in Nihonbashi near the 
Imperial Palace, book one of the Mandarin 
Oriental’s expansive suites for sweeping 
city views. Enjoy Michelin-starred dining 
experiences, as well as drinks in the 38th- 
floor Mandarin Bar, which stocks a solid 
selection of whiskies, seasonal cocktails and 
snacks, mandarinoriental.com/tokyo 



KYOTO 

Overlooking the relaxing Kamo River, 
the Ritz-Carlton Kyoto is designed in 
a contemporary version of su/c/ya-style 
architecture, with ground-floor water 
features, an abundance of wood and 
a sedate minimalism. The Bar carries an 
excellent range of whiskies and other spirits. 
ritzcarlton.com/kyoto 
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Blends will become more and more 
valuable to whisky producers, 
simply because they don’t need to 
spend as many years in the barrel 

whisky, so Akuto rescued the stock and hatched plans 
to start his own distillery. 

Since opening in 2008, Akuto has released dozens 
of expressions based on the old Hanyu whisky 
and his younger Chichibu malts. He is relentlessly 
experimental, making use not only of the standard 
sherry casks and bourbon barrels, but also tequila 
barrels and Pedro Ximenez wine casks. First, Akuto 
drives me to a barley field whose grain he will soon 
malt and mill himself “I feel it’s fruitier than imported 
barley,” he says. Akuto then takes me to his cooperage, 
where 88-year-old master craftsman Mitsuo Saito 
makes new casks out of American and Japanese oak. 
The first Japanese whisky to win a major international 
award — Nikka’s 10-year-old Yoichi single malt, in 
2001 — had been aged in one of Saito’s casks. Two 
years ago, he decided to retire, so he is now training an 
apprentice. “Why go to all this trouble?” I ask Akuto. 
“It’s fun,” he says. “I really like whisky. You’d probably 
do the same if you’re a whisky enthusiast — try local 
barley, try your own cooperage. It’s interesting.” 

It’s hard to say what Japanese whisky will be like 
in a decade or two. Rumours abound that some 
of the industry’s big dogs are planning to pull out 
of the single-malt business entirely, except for no- 
age-statement expressions. “There’s not a lot of 
transparency,” says Van Eycken. 

Indeed, the future might look a lot like Nikka’s 
Miyagikyo distillery, which is set on the banks of 
the strikingly clear Nikkawa River outside Sendai. 


Opened by Taketsuru in 1969, Miyagikyo produces 
an excellent single malt with a light, spicy and faintly 
peaty flavour. These days, however, Nikka’s strength 
can be found in its blended whiskies, including the 
acclaimed Nikka From the Barrel, which make use of 
Miyagikyo’s two Coffey stills that produce a whisky 
more similar to bourbon than Scotch. 

These kinds of blends will become more and 
more valuable to whisky producers, simply because 
they don’t need to spend as many years in the barrel. 
“Nobody could predict what would happen in 10 or 
20 years,” says Onodera Akiko, my guide at Miyagikyo. 
“As a whisky company, we have to keep running 
our business, so we might have to reduce some of 
our expressions.” It could be years before well-aged 
Japanese single malts are once again available in 
abundance — from the big players, at least. 

Back in Tokyo, I head to Zoetrope, a tiny bar with 
the world’s best selection of Japanese whisky; about 
300 bottles are open at any given time. I start with 
a five-year-old sherry cask single malt from Akashi, a 
distillery near Osaka. It’s sweet but well-rounded, and 
surprisingly mature for its age. The same is true for 
Ichiro’s On the Way, the first bottling of a Chichibu 
single malt. Made from whisky aged for between three 
and five years in bourbon barrels and a mizunara cask, 
it is spicy and complex, with a kind of funky barnyard 
flavour I normally associate with Belgian beer. 

I think back to something Akuto told me at his 
distillery. “When I started, I wanted to make a 
Chichibu single malt whisky,” he said. “Honestly 
speaking, I don’t know what it will be like. Nobody 
knows. In 10 years, 20 years, we’ll find out.” © 


Christopher DeWolf travelled to Japan courtesy of 
Cathay Pacific Airways and within Japan on a rail pass 
sponsored by the Japan National Tourism Organisation. 



HOKUTO 

Suntory’s Hakushu distillery is famous for 
its forest setting — and Hut Walden, a quirky 
mountain inn, is the perfect complement. 
Not only does it boast Perch, a top-notch 
whisky bar, its restaurant Nest offers 
accomplished modern Japanese cuisine 
made with local ingredients and a robust list 
of local wines, hut-walden.com 


SENDAI 

Located above Sendai Station, the Hotel 
Metropolitan’s modern exterior contains a few 
surprises, including the lavish Royal Suite — 
decorated with allusions to Sendai’s history — 
and a Japanese-style suite with tatami floors 
and a view over a private podium garden. 

Bar Knight stocks a range of local Miyagikyo 
whisky, sendai.metropolitan.jp 


MOUNT ZAO 

The Chikusenso Mt Zao Resort & Spa 
near Yamagata is the perfect place to 
unwind after a whisky tour. Designed with 
a nod to the traditional ryokan inn, but 
with contemporary decor and service, 
the resort is set in lush woods next to a 
rushing stream, with the ever-relaxing 
onsen (hot springs), mtzaoresort.com 
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LOOK FAMILIAR? Peter Gilmore’s Quay restaurant neatly frames the iconic Sydney Opera House for a 
dreamy view to go with dessert (above) — the snow egg that appeared in MasterChef Australia 



Satiated in Sydney 

Eating her way through a trail of Sydney's best restaurants, 
Jean Goon discovers gourmet heaven in the Australian city 



VERY TIME I visit Sydney, I 
fall in love all over again with 
this vibrant cosmopolitan 
city. It’s hard not to: the skies 
are extraordinarily blue, the 
people have a disposition that 
rivals the sunshine, and the 
attractions are a paradise for urban folk who 
can’t stay away from the beach. As Australia’s 
largest city, Sydney and its 4-million strong 
population bring a diverse range of cultures 
and culinary influences to the dining table, 
leaving a trail of delicious discoveries for the 
travelling epicurean. 

Brunch culture is strong in the land of Oz 
and you’ll find plenty of good options almost 
everywhere. If you’re looking for one of the 
best though, head to Devon Cafe at Surry 
Hills. This Malaysian-owned cafe has earned 
a stellar reputation among Sydneysiders and 
was named best cafe for food by the Sydney 
Morning Herald's Good Food Guide 2014. 


The poached eggs here are beyond ordinary: 
flawless 63 -degree eggs with delicate, silky 
whites and rich yolks that sit in a state of 
viscous perfection. The miso grilled king 
salmon in the ‘Breakfast with the Sakumas’ 
dish is another impressive display of the chef’s 
dexterity, and the homemade cronuts in 
flavours like Milo and matcha with green tea 
are worth loosening the belt a notch. 

For a more pronounced Asian approach 
to kick off the day, head to Mr Wong for 
yumcha. Located rather covertly in Bridge 
Lane in the city, Mr Wong is a treasure worth 
hunting down. The dim sum here is bold 
and adventurous, so you’d be apt to steer 
away from the traditional shumai and prawn 
dumplings. The beef and burdock root shumai 
is an excellent change from the norm, and 
you’ll want to keep sinking your teeth into 
the wild mixed mushroom dumpling and 
the prawn toast with foie gras and almonds. 
Servers are immaculately decked in tuxedos 
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ANOTHER WORLD Step into a bygone era at Mr Wong, where delicious Cantonese cuisine, 
old-world charm and impressive service make it a standout choice for brunch 


When the produce is this fresh and 
lavish, there’s very little else you need to 
dress it up or tone it down 


and emit a charm that’s as 
radiant as the restaurant’s 
1920s Shanghai decor. 

For serious ‘wow’ factor 
to go with brunch, Icebergs 
Dining Room at Bondi is 
where Sydney’s stylish set 
can be found tucking into Italian fare that 
doesn’t skimp on flair. Ask for a window 
seat and get your camera ready for a view so 
breathtaking that you’ll likely put aside the 
food you initially came here for (temporarily, 
of course). Available only on Sundays from 
10am to midday, the brunch menu is simple 
but nowhere near rudimentary — think Petuna 
Ocean Trout, Osetra caviar and bottomless 
champagne. When the produce is this fresh 
and lavish, there’s very little else you need to 
dress it up or tone it down. 

Speaking of feel-good food, Pei Modern 
at the Four Seasons Hotel in the city is 
another shining example of simple things 


done well. Acclaimed Australian chef Mark 
Best has taken this Melbourne favourite to 
George Street in Sydney, where a luxurious 
5 -star hotel surrounding amps up the 
ambience to chic levels while keeping the 
food unpretentious and wholesome. The 
flavour combinations are interesting at Pei: 
calamari with peppers and passionfruit; 
yellowfin tuna with watermelon and ginger; 
Kurobuta pork with fermented blueberries. 
The calamari, in particular, is swimming with 
piquant flavours from its seemingly simple 
ingredients; very little can go wrong with 
zesty ripe passionfruit as a topping. Like most 
restaurants in Sydney, the menu is regularly 
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with head and 

feet in tow. Desserts here are 
almost faultless and deserving of their own 
column. The sorrel sorbet with homemade 
honeycomb is a heavenly combination of tart, 
tangy, sweet and sticky, while the fig slices 
are mushy and play well with the hazelnut 
custard on the side. 


FEEL GOOD FACTOR Dishes from Mark Best’s kitchen, iike the 
Hoimbrae chicken (above) feeis homemade and down-to-earth 


updated to include market fresh items that 
are in season. 

“As a chef, you’re only as good as the 
producer,” says Best as he takes a seat at the 
table. Donning a baseball cap and decked in 
jeans and a plain t-shirt, he looks more like 
a musician than a chef who’s been hailed 
numerously as one of Australia’s best (pun 
not intended). Laid-back and personable, he 
explains that everything is made in-house, 
like the pork and fennel sausages that are 
served with spinach and onion rings, and the 
homemade sauerkraut with the pork cutlet. 
The Hoimbrae chicken is a signature dish 
at Pei that exemplifies the rugged, down- 
to-earth goodness that comes out of Mark 
Best’s kitchen. Brined for five hours, smoked 
for another three, and roasted in a wood- 
fired oven, the resulting meat is juicy, firm, 
full of flavour and somehow tastes like it 
was effortlessly made. If you order it whole, 
be prepared to see the bird in its entirety 
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WHAT A VIEW From left: At Momofuku, book a seat at the bar to watoh the ohefs prepare your 
meal; at Icebergs on Bondi, ask for a window seat to breathe In that spectacular view 



Celebrity chef 
David Chang 
has brought 
Momofuku to 
Sydney, and 
with it, an 
edgy rock and 
ro ll vibe to fine 
dining 


“Its about making very simple 
ingredients into something luxurious” 


If Pei is Mark Best’s idea of 
casual dining, then Marque 
(also by Best) is its older sibling 
with a broody aura and a cool 
penchant for alternative music. 

An establishment that’s been 
in Surry Hills for more than 15 years, the 
mood and menu at Marque is decidedly more 
mature. It’s startlingly serious inside Marque, 
with its dim lighting, black walls, black doors 
and servers dressed in black — a mood that 
doesn’t seem anything at all like the Mark 
Best I had met earlier that same day. But upon 
closer inspection, his personality can be found 
discreetly in the music streaming from the 
speakers (Cat Power, Elton John, Hole and 
Travis), and in the courses over the evening 
that are simple in nature but impart a striking 
impression with ease. 

It’s degustation only at Marque, where 
a stunning showcase of top seasonal picks 
makes four-hour dinners whiz by. “It’s 
about making very simple ingredients 
into something luxurious,” says Best, who 
subscribes to the idea of putting in a lot of 


effort into simple things — a philosophy that 
shows in spades on the plate. The Fraser 
Island spanner crab with almond jelly and 
almond gazpacho is pure decadence on the 
taste buds, light as air with a nutty aftertaste 
trailing neatly behind seafood sweetness. 

The NZ bass grouper with fish milk and 
scales is a sophisticated and delicate dish 
excellently matched with the 2014 Thomas 
‘Braemore Vineyard’ Semilion from Hunter 
Valley, and the Darling Downs wagyu with 
sauerkraut and gherkins pairs well with 
the 2012 Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier from 
Murrumbateman, New South Wales. 

The reigning rock star in Sydney’s culinary 
scene though, is Momofuku Seiobo, across 
from Adriano Zumbo Patisserie in Star City. 
As celebrity chef David Chang’s second 
restaurant outside of New York, the food 
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here is serious, but the vibe and atmosphere 
is totally rock and roll, and utterly refreshing 
to experience in fine dining. Framed 
photographs of AC/DC guitarist Angus Young 
hang on the walls and electrifying guitars 
blare from the speakers. A seat at the kitchen 
counter guarantees impressive showmanship 
as you watch the team prepare your 15 -course 
degustation meal. There’s a lot of umami 
flavours in the dishes and impressively, a lot of 
surprising textures, like the steamed grouper 
with broccoli puree and preserved lemon. The 
chefs present each course and explain how it’s 
been prepared and how best to consume it, 
and the sommelier expertly gives a back story 
to each wine matched with the courses. 

For a decked out degustation meal. Quay 
restaurant helmed by acclaimed Australian 
chef Peter Gilmore pulls out all the stops. 
Gilmore’s modern Australian menu is seasonal, 
but you’ll find signature dishes like the congee 
mud crab with egg yolk emulsion that’s been 
on the menu for 13 years, and the famed 
snow egg dessert, which fans of MasterChef 
Australia will be quick to recognise. Gilmore 
himself has previously said that the snow egg 



FROM KUALA LUMPUR TO SYDNEY: 

HOW TO GET THERE 

Malaysia Airlines flies directly to Sydney twice a day 
on-board the enhanced A330-300 

With twice-daily direct flights to Sydney, there’s no better option than Malaysia 
Airlines to fly from Kuala Lumpur to this sunny city. The direct flight takes a little 
over 8 hours, but when you have the carrier’s signature satay and the latest 
movies on screen, those hours fly by. Here’s why Malaysia Airlines remains a 
preferred choice for jet-setters: 


PRE-FLIGHT RELAXATION 

Tuck into fresh hot food or simply 
relax with a good book in the Golden 
Lounge when you fly first or business 
class. Need to connect online? The 
business centre in the lounge is 
private and has desktop computers 
with printout capabilities. 

A TASTE OF HOME 

Malaysia Airline’s signature satay is 
award-winning for a reason: generous 
chunks of tender meat with a hint 
of smokiness, drenched in thick 
peanut sauce. Don’t be shy to ask for 
seconds, if you so wish. 


ROYAL MENU 

Malaysia Airlines has teamed up with 
HRH the Crown Princess of Pahang 
for a taste of the Royal Kitchen to 
feature signature dishes available on 
selected outbound flights from Kuala 
Lumpur to Australia. The royal menu 
is available until December 2015. 

A GOOD NIGHT’S REST 

Arrive in Sydney feeling fresh and 
ready to go. Passengers in business 
class enjoy a good night’s rest in 
comfortable angled lie-flat seats on 
the enhanced A330-300. Plus, there’s 
a fold-out divider for privacy. 


is his favourite dessert, a poached meringue 
egg with a cleverly made ice cream 'yolk' 
centre. The egg sits in a granita base with 
a flavour that changes according to fruits 
in season. During my visit in summer, it 
was a lovely cherry snow egg that brought 
refreshment in the Australian heat. With 
floor-to-ceiling windows framing the Harbour 
Bridge and Opera House, the view of Sydney’s 
most recognisable icons is a backdrop that’s 
hard to top. Match it with equally exquisite 
food and great company, and you’ll agree with 
me: the food life in Sydney is the good life. ® 


MALAYSIA TATLER • AUGUST 2015 


185 



LIFE WINE 


Southern Secret 

Just about everyone knows Chateau Lafite Rothsohild. 

But many don’t know that the owners and the team behind Lafite 
are making a delioious wine sailed Chateau d'Aussieres Corbieres 
in the south of Franoe, near Narbonne. James Suckling says it 
shows the richness and decadence of the Corbieres appellation, 
but with a precision and finesse that could only come from the 
winemakers of the Bordeaux first growth 



2006 

Aromas of meat, 
smoke and tar, 
with loads of 
black pepper. Full 
body, round and 
silky tannins, and 
an earthy finish. 
Shows the density 
and potential of 
Aussieres. Syrah 
and grenache. 

# 89 points 


2008 

A precise red with 
tar, blackberry, 
spice and stone. 
Full-bodied, 
round and fruity. 
58% syrah, 32% 
mourvedre, 10% 
grenache. Drink 
now. # 91 points 


2010 


Complex aromas of 
dried flowers, tar, 
meat, chocolate 
and berries. On the 
palate, leaves and 
mushrooms, with 
some strawberry. 
Full-bodied, yet 
refined and delicate 
with fine tannins. 
Long and delicious 
finish. 65% syrah, 

1 8% mourvedre, 

10% carignan, 7% 
grenache. Why wait? 
#91 points 


2012 

Beautiful spice, tar 
and dried-berry 
character. Medium 
body, with a fresh 
finish and bright 
acidity. Bitter 
chocolate, berry and 
walnut character. A 
success in a difficult 
vintage. 75% syrah, 
20% grenache, 5% 
mourvedre. Drink 
now. • 90 points 


2014 


Young barrel sample 
with fantastic 
freshness and 
richness. Flower 
petals, lavender, 
blackberry, black 
pepper, tar and 
rosemary. Full body 
with firm tannins, 
and a long, beautiful 
finish. 60% syrah, 
15% carignan, 15% 
grenache, 10% 
mourvedre. Bottling 
in spring 2016. 

• 92-93 points 
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INDUSTRY VETERAN Glenfiddich global ambassador Ian Millar 
holds decades worth of experience under his belt 


A Defining 
Scotch 


Glenfiddich global ambassador Ian Millar 
asserts how drinking the brand’s whisky 
reveals the persona of an individual 



HISKY is the 
preferred alcoholic 
beverage of choice 
of many, from 
various cultures 
across the globe, 
but especially 
the Scottish. Founded in 1886, Glenfiddich 
is a well-known single malt Scotch whisky 
distillery from Dufftown, Scotland. 

Ian Millar, the brand’s global ambassador, 
believes that people who drink Glenfiddich 


are those who are in line with the ethos 
of the whisky. 

“Independence, reliability, consistency, 
strength and trust. These are Glenfiddich’s 
defining characteristics,” says Millar. He 
goes on to say that a majority of the brand’s 
drinkers are aged between 30 and 55, noting 
that it is during this point in their lives that 
people start to learn how to appreciate 
a well-crafted whisky. This is also when 
drinkers start to stick to their favourite 
brands and form preferred choices. 

Millar feels that people who drink 
Glenfiddich whisky know what they want in 
life and aren’t afraid of showing that they are 
comfortable with their decisions. The brand’s 
drinkers and the people who appreciate a 
bottle of Glenfiddich whisky, he notes, are 
more akin to wolves than sheep. 

“We like to shape our own destiny. We’ve 
always shaped our own future and we don’t 
like to look at what anybody else is doing,” 
he says. Because of this, the renowned brand 
has been consistent, reliable and has built a 
large and loyal following around the world 
who are able to associate their personalities 
with the brand’s disposition. 

The way Millar sees it, what people also 
feel when they enjoy a glass of Glenfiddich 
is a sense of connection to the time they 
tried their first glass. “If you buy the bottle 
you should dictate how you would like to 
drink it. You should drink it the way you 
enjoy it,” he advises. That being said, he 
also goes on to note that when it comes to 
malt whisky, drinkers should take a little 
more care because there are some beautiful 
flavours contained in the whisky that don’t 
need altering especially with 
mixers. “Give the whisky the 
respect that it should get,” 
opines Millar. 

Glenfiddich’s whiskies have 
a very versatile flavour palate 
and as such can be enjoyed 
in many situations. “They 
can fit in any time of the 
day after 2pm. Don’t make 
it a habit, but coming home 
after a long stressful day 
at work to a whisky with 
some ice in the back of my 
garden is a great way to 
end the day,” says Millar 
with a smile. © 
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RAW ENERGY P2, also known as Second Plenitude from Dorn Perignon’s 1998 vintage is a pure 
manifestation of the word energy 


The Second Age 

Dorn Perignon reveals its coveted ultra-premium champagne 
to the Malaysian market with flair at a venue dripping with 
atmosphere, complementing the new wine 


HE BEST WORD TO 
describe the covetable 
champagne from 
Dom Perignon’s latest 
accomplishment is 
energy. Taking 16 years 
to mature into one of the 
finest bottles of bubbly ever to be produced, 
the label’s Second Plenitude, the P2, is the 
magnification of a vintage’s articulation and 
an exemplification of the mastery of the 
winemaker’s craft. Simply put, it is one of the 
best champagnes currently on the market and 
it is only available in limited quantities. 

Plenitude is a term that Dom Perignon 
uses to distinguish the different levels of its 


wine ageing process from the same harvest. 
The first release from its 1998 vintage was 
in 2004, marking its first plenitude, which 
according to policy typically takes at least 
eight years. The second plenitude takes 
place after 16 years and the third requires a 
minimum of 25 years, but the length of the 
time is subject to nature and the discerning 
knowledge of the cellar master. 

To introduce this impressive champagne 
to Malaysia, business development manager 
for Dom Perignon, Charles Antoine-Picart 
and chef de cuisine Pascal Tingaud flew 
down to introduce the P2 and whip up a 
meal to complement the brand’s crowning 
achievement. Picart is a longtime veteran 



i88 


MALAYSIA TATLER • AUGUST 2015 


WORDS: TIEN CHEW; IMAGES: MOET HENNESSY DIAGEO 



Plenitude is a term that Dom Perignon 
uses to distinguish the different levels of 
its wine ageing process 


having been with the 
prestigious label for more 
than a decade. In fact, who 
else would be in a better 
position to speak about 
the P2 than this individual 
who fully understands the 
history and ambitions of the 
brand. For such a fine bottle 
of bubbly, Picart envisions 
people enjoying the P2 in an 
intimate setting. He notes 
that while the first plenitude 
was all about versatility, the 
P2 is a more established and 
refined wine, meaning that 
one should enjoy it when 
he or she has the luxury 
of time to really absorb and 
appreciate the wine. “It is a 
great food wine because you 
can challenge it with a lot 
stronger flavours but at the 
same time it’s also a great wine to enjoy on 
different levels,” says Picart. 

When it comes to pairing food with the P2, 
no one knows it best than Tingaud. He is an 
accomplished and respected Michelin starred 
chef who used to cook for former French 
president Giscard d’Estaing. He holds many 
accolades and has the knowledge and technical 
mastery to determine what foods could best 
be served with the P2. To create dishes that 
would go well with the P2, Tingaud first 
tasted the champagne with Dom Perignon’s 
cellar master to discover all the emotion that 
comes with it. After determining the flavour 
profile of the wine, Tingaud then looked to 
find foods that have a lot of energy in them. 


such as the guineafowl with ginger red curry 
that surprisingly worked with the champagne 
during the unveiling in Malaysia. 

“If you feel that something doesn’t match 
when you try to cook it with Dom Perignon, 
just take a little bit of salt or soy sauce and 
you will see the wine in a different way. That’s 
really the most important,” he says. When 
doing food pairing, the wine is the star of the 
show and the food is its supporting cast. 

Dom Perignon’s Second Plenitude is one of 
the finest champagnes to come out from the 
label. It is energetic, lively, bold, charismatic 
and is definitely one of the most exquisite 
bottles of bubbly to be created by the world 
renowned premium champagne maker. © 


CHAMPAGNE CHAMPS Clockwise from left: The 
unveiling of the P2 in Malaysia; Charles Antoine- 
Picart and Chef Pascal Tingaud, the connoisseurs 
of the label 
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LIFE I TRAVEL 



NEW 

LOOKS 

From Mozambique to London, 
some of the world’s most 
luxurious hotels reopen their 
doors — just In time for a late 
summer holiday 


ISLAND ADVENTURE 

MOZAMBIQUE 

Luxe safari operator AndBeyond opens its 
latest lodge, AndBeyond Benguerra Island, 
at Mozambique’s Bazaruto archipelago, an 
underappreciated gem that’s set to become a 
favourite among beach destinations. Formerly 
known as Benguerra Lodge, the stunning 
property opened in June after nearly a year 
of rebuilding and renovations. Its new look 
features Afro-Portugese design elements 
unique to the region, with combinations such 
as thatched roofs and terracotta tiles. Only 
accessible via a helicopter ride from Vilankulo 
Airport, the property consists of 10 casinhas, 
two cabanas and one three-bedroom casa, 
each boasting a private plunge pool. Guests 
can enjoy plenty of outdoor activities, including 
horseback riding, fishing and island hopping. 
andbeyond.com/benguerra-island 


JUST THE TWO OF US 

TUSCANY 

If you’re looking for a romantic summer 
getaway, Lightfoot Travel has got you sorted 
with a retreat to the tiny town of Lajatico, 
nestled in the rolling hills of the Tuscan 
countryside. The holiday package includes 
a three-night stay at a beautifully restored 
farmhouse on the 800-year-old wine estate 
Castiglion del Bosco; it’s located at the centre 
of the Val d’Orcia, a Unesco World Heritage 
Site. Opera singer Andrea Bocelli, who hails 
from Lajatico, also frequently performs at the 
area’s striking open-air amphitheatre, the 
Teatro del Silenzio. lightfoottravel.com 
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WILD BEAUTY 

ZIMBABWE 

Wilderness Safaris introduces 
its plush eight-tent Linkwasha 
Camp. Located on the Linkwasha 
Concession in the southeastern 
part of Hwange National Park, it 
boasts excellent wildlife viewing 
during the winter and summer 
game viewing at the nearby Ngamo 
Plains. After soaking up the nature 
and viewing some of the exotic 
species in the area — there are 
more than 1 00 to spot — guests 
can retreat to the camp to enjoy 
the pool area, winter lounge and 
library. The camp also features a 
family tent and a variety of multi- 
level decks with stunning views. 
wilderness-safaris.com 



ROYAL TREATMENT 

LONDON 

One of London’s finest hotels. The 
Lanesborough reopened on July 1 after 
extensive renovations, which saw a 
complete overhaul of the property’s 93 
guest rooms, 43 suites and its publicly 
accessible areas. The largest and grandest 
room is The Royal Suite, which comprises 
seven bedrooms. The property closed 
in December 2013 to be revamped by 
renowned interior design studio Alberto 
Pinto; the firm added plenty of elegant 
touches while simultaneously preserving 
the building’s status as a Regency heritage 
landmark. The hotel’s restaurant. Celeste, 
also reopens with a new Regency-inspired 
design and executive chef Florian Favario 
at the helm, who has benefitted from the 
tutelage of one of the best-known chefs 
in Paris, Eric Frechon. lanesborough.com 



ART AFICIONADOS 

HANOI 

New property Apricot Hotel 
opens in Vietnam’s capital this 
summer, showcasing more 
than 600 works by renowned 
local painters 


(gl 
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STAY 

The boutique Apricot Hotel 
features original artworks that 
fill its rooms and hallways, and 
boasts stunning views of Hoan 
Kiem Lake. Its best room is the 
860-square-foot Masterpiece 
Suite, apricothotels.com 

EAT 

Apricot Hotel’s signature 
restaurants— L’Artiste and 
Palette— serve up Southeast 
Asian classics. L’Artiste features 
an open kitchen, with most of its 
dishes made to order. 

RELAX 

Pay a visit to the hotel’s Spa 
L’Art, which offers a diverse range 
of treatments including facials, 
massages and comprehensive 
wellness packages. Its rooftop 
fitness centre is also worth a look, 
with floor-to-ceiling glass walls 
providing panoramic views of 
the city. 

EXPLORE 

If you’re in the mood for even more 
art, the Vietnam National Museum 
of Fine Arts is a short walk away. 

It showcases a range of artworks 
from various historical periods, 
including additional pieces by 
artists highlighted in the hotel’s 
collection, such as Vietnamese- 
French painter Mai Thu. 
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CARS 


LIFE 




THE BIG BOSS 

The Bentley Mulsanne Speed looks like 
an ocean liner from the outside and a 
stately home on the Inside, but don't let 
that fool you — Adam Hay-Nicholls proves 
that It’s actually a rocket ship 


m 


oss” is a slang term that means something 
" is cool, impressive and in charge. Well, the 
Bentley Mulsanne is definitely boss. It seems 
) to cruise with its own imaginary police 
escort. People respect it, envy it and get out 
of its way. And what makes the range-topping Mulsanne Speed 
the boss of bosses is its 530bhp V8. We’re talking absolute 
power here — no need for a boardroom vote, this car is an 
executive order on 21-inch wheels. 

There’s nothing subtle about this car. Measuring more 
than 5.5 metres in length and 2.2 metres wide, and headed by 
a radiator that looks like a battering ram, it is an extremely 
commanding presence. The big circular lamps invoke 
memories of the great Le Mans-winning Bentleys of the 1920s, 
back when headlights needed to be the size of dustbin lids 
to see. These make the whole world illuminated. After such 
a bellicose front, the seamless lines roll backwards, elegantly 
over and around the huge cabin to form a svelte rear. It looks 
as solid and regal as a Bentley should. 

Under that long bonnet hides the secret to its majesty. With 
6.75 litres of V8, its torque figure is second only to the Bugatti 
Veyron. Despite its weight, it’ll out-sprint an Aston Martin 
Rapide. Put your foot down and the car immediately launches 
forward with the kind of gusto reserved for Cape Canaveral 
launches. This serene belle of the ball hitches up its gown to 
reveal legs like Usain Bolt. Zero to lOOkm/h takes just 4.9 
seconds — and it’ll keep on going to 305km/h. 

What’s perhaps most impressive about this car is that 
you don’t notice any of that. Hardly any engine noise enters 
the cabin, and there’s very little perception of speed as you 
glide along in those narcoleptically comfortable armchairs. 

All that energy and force disperses as you brush the brakes, 
the chassis unfazed as you throw it into a turn. There’s very 
little lurching or roll; it might look like an ocean liner, but it 
corners like a train. 
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LIFE I CARS 


TOUGH EXTERIOR, SOFT INTERIOR From left: the signature Bentley logo; the car 
interior features a refrigerator, TVs in the headrests and a seat massage function 


tables with a recessed place for an iPad, seat 
controls that include a massage function, and 
electric side and rear curtains that cocoon 
you like you’re riding a stage coach on a 
moonless night. 

My favourite feature was the refrigerator 
between the two rear seats, which is exposed 
when you pull the armrest down. Press a 
button and a frosted glass panel slides down 
to reveal three bespoke crystal champagne 
flutes and, if your driver followed instruction, 
two perfectly chilled bottles of Dom Perignon 
for your chauffered enjoyment. Among the 
various entertainment upgrade options are a 
20-speaker Naim audio system. 

There are similarly quick and comfortable 
cars available for half the price, but none have 
the depth of the Bentley’s character. Despite 
the clever chassis trickery and iPad chargers 
in the tray tables, this is a car firmly rooted in 
the 20th century — maybe even the Industrial 
Revolution. There’s something steampunk 
about this car, with its enormous charging 
pistons, the diamond-pleat hide and choice 
of nine timbers. One can imagine Isambard 
Kingdom Brunei taking off his top hat to 
enter. Speaking of Britain’s most celebrated 
engineer, the engine itself is a throwback. It’s 
been developed a bit, but is basically the same 
engine that first saw service in the S- Series 
Bentleys and Rolls-Royce Phantoms of 1959. 
Sometimes traditions are the best — as any 
Savile Row tailor will tell you. 

If this car were a movie character, it 
would be Colin Firth in Kingsman: The Secret 


The Mulsanne sits in a 
rarefied niche; you want the 
style and legroom of a Rolls- 
Royce Phantom but you 
want to give your chauffeur 
the weekends off You could 
take the slightly smaller 
Rolls-Royce Ghost instead, 
but it’s still a little too staid. 
You want something sportier, 
but you don’t want to scrimp 
on the luxury. 

And what a sumptuous 
environment the interior 
is. In the driver’s seat you 
can cruise for thousands of 
miles, the only uncomfortable thing being the 
sight of the fuel needle regressing into the 
red every couple of hours. In the back, you 
and your guest will receive levels of comfort 
that make the finest first-class airline cabins 
look like a bench at a bus stop. The quilted- 
perforated hand-stitched leather is the result 
of 16 bull hides. 

In my car, I enjoyed TVs in the headrests, 
motor-driven leather and wood picnic 


There s something steampunk 
about this car, with its 
enormous charging pistons 
and diamond-pleat hide 
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POWER PLAYER From left: 21 -inch 
wheels make for a comfortable ride; 
the engine’s torque is second only to 
the Bugatti Veyron 


Service. The calm exterior, the timeless 
styling, tasteful materials and well-appointed 
accessories are all so quintessentially 
English — and yet capable of extreme fury. It’s 
a horn-handled umbrella with a trigger at one 
end and a gun barrel at the other. 

Eccentricity is key to British style and 
always has been. While the Mercedes S- Class 
is extremely logical and the Maybach a 
rational extension, there’s nothing reasoned 
about the Mulsanne Speed. It’s a car for those 
who wish to live with spirit and without 
compromise. That, surely, must make for an 
inspirational boss. ® 


BENTLEY MULSANNE SPEED 


Engine 

6.75-litre V8 

Max Power 

530bhp 

Max Torque 

81 1 Ib/ft 

Transmission 

8-speed automatic with 


paddle-shift 

Acceleration 

0-100km/h in 4.9 seconds 

Top Speed 

305km/h 

Length 

5,575mm 

Width 

2,208mm 

Price (excluding tax and duty) RM1 .388m 


THE ALTERNATIVES 

The big Bentley might look the favourite in a fight, but it’s got some tough oompetition 



ROLLS-ROYCE GHOST 
SERIES II 

Rolls’ junior limo has all the 
essence of motoring’s most luxe 
marque on a shorter wheelbase 
than the Phantom, and with 
satellite-aided transmission, 
which makes it a joy to drive. 

We also love swinging out of 
those “suicide doors”. 



MERCEDES-MAYBACH S600 

An extra-long S-Class 
packed with more goodies 
than a branch of Toys R Us, 
the latest Maybach boasts 
the triumphant trifecta of 
technology, comfort and 
relative value, but it lacks the 
verve and sense of occasion of 
its British rivals. 



ROLLS-ROYCE PHANTOM 

The Phantom is the first word 
in stately cruising — no other 
four-door conjures this much 
drama and majesty. The quality 
of the finish and possibilities 
for bespoke tailoring are 
unparalleled, but it’s not quite 
as much of a drivers’ car as 
the Bentley. 



A HELICOPTER 

A good deal noisier than the 
Bentley and not as fast in 
a straight line, the chopper 
makes up for it in not having to 
bother with corners. Ultimately, 
the Bentley is by far the more 
comfortable choice, but it’s 
more difficult to park on the 
deck of your yacht. 
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Audaciously Audi 


The new third generation Audi TT Coupe redefines the 
iconic sports car with emotive design, dynamic driving 
and ciass-leading technoiogies 




STILL ICONIC 

Design elennents such 
as the TDs signature 
AC remains 


F rom its introduction as a concept car in 1995 to its eventual 
release in 1998, the Audi TT has long captured the hearts 
of many drivers with its bold silhouette, sleek geometric 
features and formally coherent language. Since then, the 
car has gone through updated designs, with a new third 
generation model pushing the boundaries of what truly defines a 
sports car of this calibre. The new Audi TT is a result of the company’s 
steadfast philosophy of putting no limits in engineering a performance 
orientated, emotionally sculpted, technological tour-de-force that 
embodies everything the German car manufacturer stands for. 

The new TT takes curves, contours and proportions reminiscent 
of the first-generation TT and applies evolutionary stylistic updates to 
ensure a dynamic and fresh design fit for the modern world. Horizontal 
bold lines dominate the front of the new vehicle, while its classic 
Singleframe grille has become much broader and flatter than that of 
previous models. Staying faithful to its roots, its trademark designs, 
such as the retractable rear spoiler, a nostalgically stylish lidless 
aluminium fuel flap and its signature round twin exhaust tailpipes, 
remain integral to the TT experience. 



AUDI I TATLER FOCUS 



The car’s interior on the other hand, continues the minimalist 
adage of ‘less is more’ with taut surfaces, floating lines and clearly 
structured spaces underlining the car’s pure sports pedigree. 

Round jet engine turbine air conditioner vents, a classic feature 
of the car, are prominently visible from the get-go. As you would 
expect of a well-made sports car, sporty Alcantara front seats allow 
you to remain snug even while at higher speeds. 

The new Audi TT will come with the latest 2.0 TFSI 4-cylinder 
petrol engine, generating 230hp that works seamlessly with a six 
speed S tronic transmission to make the century sprint in just 5.9 
seconds. It has an electronically governed top speed of 250 km/h 
and despite its exhilarating performance it remains highly fuel- 
efficient, thanks to Audi’s ongoing commitment to the environment. 

Audi has long been known as a maker of dynamically stylish and 
incredibly reliable, well-built vehicles and this rings true with the next 
generation TT. This sprightly coupe is one of the most recognisable 
models in the Audi stable and will play an integral role in further 
elevating the car manufacturer as a market leader in the premium 
car segment. ■ 






TATLER FOCUS | VOLVO 

Secure Luxury 

Volvo XCGo TG comes with the best performance 
and most importantly, impeccable safety features 



A DRIVING PLEASURE The Volvo XCGO T6 has more safety features while maintaining eomfort and luxury standards 



B ack when its predecessor the 

Volvo XC60 T5 was first launched, 
it spoke of making luxury and 
safety more accessible. Following 
that success, the XC60 T6 was 
launched with the objective of 
blending Scandinavian luxury with comfort, 
performance and safety. Volvo is one brand 
that truly upholds its core value of safety— the 
company has been constantly developing 
technologies and innovations to make cars safer 
to drive. In fact, the brand envisions that by 2020, 
no person would be seriously injured or killed in a 
new Volvo vehicle. 

The XC60 T6 boasts a two-litre, four-cylinder 
Drive-E engine with a maximum power of 306 
hp at 5,700 rpm and a maximum torque of 400 
Nm. Pairing those features with an eight-speed 
Geartronic transmission, not only will the XCGO T6 
be a breeze to drive, it even helps save fuel. 

Comparing features with the XCGO T5, the 
XCGO T6 has been upgraded with 1 8” Pan 
Alloy wheels with 235/60R18 tyres and an 8” 
Adaptive Digital display. The display uses an 


active TFT (Thin Film Transistor) crystal display to 
provide information in three themes— Elegance, 
Eco and Performance. It also comes with an 
all-new infotainment system called the Census 
Connect which integrates cloud-based services, 
improved navigation, Tunein Internet radio and 
voice control. Aesthetically, there are five stunning 
exterior colours to pick from— Twilight Bronze, Ice 
White, Ember Black, Electric Silver and Seashell. 

However, the focus of the XCGO TG lies in its 
safety features. Several safety technologies have 
been included, such as the Driver Alert Control 
(DAC) to alert drivers whose concentration is 
affected while driving. Lane Departure Warning 
(LDW) to inform drivers if the car crosses road 
markings without using the turn indicator, and 
Adaptive Cruise Control (ACC) with Queue Assist 
and Distance Alert which maintains the set time 
gap to the vehicle in front all the way down to 
standstill, perfect for slow-moving queues with 
repeated starting and stopping. With many other 
safety features being added, the XCGO TG will 
certainly be the car you look to when you think of 
a safe journey. ■ 


THE LUXURY RIDE 
THAT DELIVERS 


Sleek, beautiful and timeless, the Volvo XC60 is luxuriously stylish and 
designed with attention to detail. With enhanced performance, improved fuel 
efficiency and best in the world safety technology, we continue to pioneer 
delivering innovations that focus on your safety and those around you. 



FROM RM288,888* 

II 

V 


Discounts and accessories worth up to RM20,000* when you purchase a new Volvo XC60 T5 

PARK ASSIST CAMERA I SENSUS NAVIGATION I ENGINE REMOTE START 


POLESTAR PERFORMANCE 
UPGRADE 


facebookcom/volvocarmalaysia 


Cf, 

5 YEARS WARRANTY + 5 YEARS FREE SERVICE + 5 YEARS VOLVO ON CALL 


(inclusive of maintenance parts) 


VOLVO CAR MALAYSIA ( 482430 -K) * Authorised Dealers: 

• KUALA LUMPUR • CLEAR MARQUE (Jalan Kuching 03-6250 0422) • FEDERAL AUTO CARS (Federal Highway 03-2274 9300) • SELANGOR • FEDERAL AUTO CARS (Glenmarie 03-5569 4880) 

• PENANG • FEDERAL AUTO CARS (04-281 7300) • PERAK • FEDERAL AUTO CARS (Ipoh 05-506 1 300) • MALACCA • FEDERAL AUTO CARS (06-335 5300) • JOHOR • FEDERAL AUTO CARS 
(Johor Bahru 07-237 7300) • SABAH • ANGKATAN HEBAT (Kota Kinabalu 088-487 044) • SARAWAK • GREATWALL (Kuching Service Centre) 082-232 687 


* Price inclusive of parts, labour and 6% GST. Offer valid while stocks last. Terms and conditions apply. 

** Model specifications and colours may differ from the above image. Please contact your authorised Volvo dealer for full specification and availability details. 


volvocars.com. my 




HAVE TRUNK, WILL TRAVEL Louis Vuitton luggage helped define the style of 20th-century leisure 


House Proud 

Louis Vuitton’ s new two-storey gaiier/ in Asnieres-sur-Seine 
showoases the iuxury purveyor’s giorious past, muitifaoeted 
present and efforts to stay one step ahead, writes Amy Serafin 


EW LUGGAGE MAKERS 
have streets named after 
them. But a world away 
from the hustle and 
bustle of the Champs- 
Elysees flagship store, in 
the middle-class suburb 
of Asnieres-sur-Seine, there’s a quiet street 
called Rue Louis Vuitton. About halfway 
down, a green metal gate opens up to a 
compound that is the heart of this illustrious 
French house. 

In 1859, five years after creating his 
eponymous company, Louis Vuitton had 
already outgrown his Paris atelier, so he built 


a workshop northwest of the city in Asnieres. 
At the time it was countryside, with just a few 
houses on the bank of the Seine. But it was a 
strategic location — the nearby river served as 
a conduit for boats delivering wood to make 
trunks, and the first train line passed through 
Asnieres on its way to the Gare Saint-Lazare, 
near the brand’s original flagship store. 

Vuitton and his wife lived above the atelier. 
In 1880, when his son Georges married, he 
built the stone house that still stands, along 
with another villa for the newlyweds. At the 
turn of the century, Georges renovated the 
main house in art nouveau style. It remains 
intact as an extraordinary example of the 
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DESIGN 1 LIFE 



Louis Vuitton 
products, 
from bespoke 
rubber rings to 
monogrammed 
trunks, harken 
to a more elegant 
age of travel 


CUSTOM FIT The atelier buzzes with 1 70 artisans creating 
prototypes for fashion shows, pieces from the collections and 
special orders. Patrick-Louis Vuitton oversees more than 350 
custom orders per year. 


era, with a ceramic chimney, stained glass 
windows by Joseph Janin, floral motifs on 
pale green walls and sculpted vines spreading 
across the ceiling. 

Six generations of the family resided on 
the site until the early 1980s. Today the house 
hosts visits and small receptions. Behind it, 
the Eiffel-style atelier buzzes with activity as 
170 artisans turn out prototypes for fashion 
shows, pieces from the collections and special 
orders. Patrick-Louis Vuitton, of the fifth 
generation, oversees these custom orders, 
which number more than 350 per year. 

Inside the atelier’s woodworking shop, 
carpenters prepare the frames for trunks in 
poplar and okoume woods, a combination 


that ensures they are light 
and resistant. In another area, 
an employee named Carlos 
inspects leathers one by one 
from a pile of silver-coloured 
cowskins, the ridged epi 
leather that womenswear 
designer Nicolas Ghesquiere 
has brought back into vogue. 
Upstairs, an artisan handles 
a hot metal instrument with 
surgical precision, engraving a fine line along 
the edges of leather strips for the Petites 
Malles, Ghesquiere’s miniature version of the 
famous trunks. 

Meanwhile, another specialist applies 
leather to a Cindy Sherman trunk, one of 
Louis Vuitton’s monogrammed trunks recently 
customised by personalities. The renowned 
photographer designed hers like a small 
travelling studio — in the green and yellow 
colours of her pet parrot — with drawers for 
accessories such as “fake eyes,” “clown wigs” 
and “miscellaneous small body parts.” The 
limited series of 25 sold out immediately. 

One is already in the company archives, an 
enormous building in a different Paris suburb. 
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Gaston-Louis Vuitton, the 
grandson of Louis, was a 
passionate collector. Long 
before most luxury brands 
thought to store their 
archives, he was already 
squirrelling away all sorts 
of papers and items. Today 
the company has 200,000 
documents, such as client 
records and photographs, 
and 23,000 objects, from 
trunks to clothing. In 
order to share some of these treasures with 
the public, the brand has just opened a 
modern, two-storey gallery covering 6,800 
square feet, attached to the house by a raised 
walkway. Clients will be able to visit the 
gallery upon request. 

Judith Clark, one of the most inventive 
curators of fashion exhibitions today, has been 
working on the space for the past year. She 
admits it’s challenging because Louis Vuitton 
is such a well-known brand with an extremely 
rich history. “The question is how to create 
something that is evocative but also highly 
condensed, in a way that doesn’t feel too 
much like a caricature,” she says. 

After spending hours in the archives, Clark 
broke the exhibition down into 16 themed 
sections. She discovered a wooden cube 
puzzle that Gaston-Louis created, called the 
Pateki, and decided to use it as a starting 
point, creating blocky units made from poplar 
as display cases on wheels. Individual pieces 
can be moved from one section to another, 
or replaced at any time. “The structure of the 
exhibition is a series of incomplete structures, 
like a jigsaw puzzle,” she says. “I thought 
to set it up more like a game — to keep it 
light-hearted, but also to keep this idea of 
movement and restlessness.” 


Clark found many 
unexpected objects in 
the archives, including 
belongings that clients 
carried in their luggage, 
such as modern dance 
pioneer Loie Fuller’s stage 
accessories. She came upon 
surprisingly obscure items, 
too, such as ribbons used 
to tie hats inside trunks. 
“They were still totally 
intact in their little box. 

It’s exquisite attention to detail, to a lifestyle 
that’s no longer here.” 

Louis Vuitton has a long history of 
collaborating with a variety of artists, from 
art deco bookbinder Pierre-Emile Legrain 
to Japanese pop artist Takashi Murakami. 
Likewise, Clark brought in outside talent to 
help with the space. For the entrance, artist 
Jorge Otero-Pailos made a latex dust cast of 
a wall that shows traces of the houses that 
formerly stood on the location. Fashion 
illustrator Ruben Toledo painted miniature 
scenes of universal expositions as wallpaper. 
And milliner Stephen Jones recreated 
headdresses he made for a prior collection, 
which have now morphed to become the 
mannequins themselves. Clark is also working 
with Patrick-Louis Vuitton to restore the 
garden outside the house to its original state, 
planting it with descendants of the irises his 
grandfather once grew. 

This new gallery tells the story of Louis 
Vuitton’s glorious past, its multifaceted 
present and its continual effort to stay 
one step ahead of the future. “There is the 
extraordinary fact of this site being the cradle 
of company, their most historic site,” says 
Clark. “Yet it is always restless — and evolving 
as fast as their designs.” © 


“The question is how to 
create something that 
is evocative but also 
highly condensed, in a 
way that doesn’t feel too 
much like a caricature” 
— Judith Clark 


TREASURE 

TROVE 

The archives 
(opposite) 
reveai such 
spiendours as 
a wooden cube 
puzzie (above), 
created by 
Gaston-Louis 
Vuitton in the 
1930s 
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When East Meets West 


The golden mean of oulture is reinterpreted 
into stylish furniture at Armani/Casa 


LUXE DESIGNS The Jolanda lantern, Justin desk and Juso fabric are all part of Armani/Casa’s latest collection 



^ ^ TYLE TRANSCENDS clothes 

with Armani/Casa’s latest 
collection. Deeply inspired 
by his Western roots and 
M his fascination with Eastern 

I ethnic values, Giorgio Armani 

fuses these two diverse 

cultures. “I try to find similarities between the 
East — which enchants me — and the West — 
to which I belong, and I like to turn these 
similarities into furniture and decorations, 
to give a touch of sophisticated depth and 

timeless elegance to a room,” he says. 

Textiles were one of the pieces 
in the collection that showcased this 
touch of East-meets-West. The Armani/ 
Casa Exclusive Textiles by Rubelli 
collection features the use of handlooms 
to reproduce special weaving techniques 
and patterns influenced by ancient 
Japanese weaves to create the Jackson, 
Johannesburg, Just, Jordan and Juso 
fabrics. Each has its own pattern — the 
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Jackson is made of silk grosgrain with an 
interwoven effect, whereas the Johannesburg 
shows off a deconstructed geometric theme. 
Carpets feel luxurious too, with the 150-knot 
hand-knotted silk carpet with micro/macro 
pattern seen in the Just carpet. 

This year is a rather special one for the 
Armani brand as it celebrates its 40th 
anniversary. In conjunction with that, the 
Justin desk will be produced in a limited 
edition of 40 numbered pieces. The desk 
comes with a double top and drawers in 
aqua leather and grey tamo ash. Other pieces 
of furniture to complement the Justin desk 
include the Jolie two-desk drawer with 
sleek, minimal lines inspired by the 1930s, 
and the Jeff oval dining table with curved 
legs in brown dyed elm. 

Glassware hasn’t been given a backseat. The 
800-year history of Murano glassmakers and 
the beautiful effects of light refracting through 
its glass had always enthralled Armani himself, 
that he is extending Armani/Casa’s range of 
lamps with the Jolanda lantern, Jamie table 
lamp and the Jared reading lamp. 

The concept of luxurious interior is one that 
has always rang true with the brand’s identity, so 
much so that Armani has taken it upon himself 
to be part of the design process; every single 
piece in Armani/Casa embodies the man. © 
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Where High Style Meets Excellent Design 
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Living. Luxurious 

Malaysia Tatler Homes offers 
unmatched access into the abodes 
of Malaysia’s elite and luxurious 
homes from around the world. 

Get up close with world-renowned 
interior designers and architects 
in exclusive interviews, along with 
reports on the latest trends in 
decor, art, furniture, lighting and 
appliances. Malaysia Tatler Homes 
is the quintessential guide to truly 
making your home your castle. 

www.malaysiatatler.com 


For advertising enquiries please contact 
nnytad@edipressennedia.conn or 
+603 2780 8833 
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Eyes on the Page 

Collecting rare books is a highbrow passion that can also 
produce high-investment returns, writes Rupert Walker 


CARCITY IS A KEY FACTOR 
that determines the value 
of any item that’s required 
for existence or desired for 
pleasure. Land and natural 
resources fall into the former 
category, and collectables 
such as classic cars and fine art into the latter. 
Rare books are certainly collected for pleas- 
ure, but they have an additional characteristic 
shared by postage stamps — as email is render- 
ing traditional mail increasingly irrelevant, 
e-readers such as the Kindle are focusing our 
attention on the shift away from traditional 
media forms. 

“The book market is very strong today 
and was only marginally affected by the 2008 
financial crisis. Rare books generally don’t 
fall in value and, if in top condition, they 


can average annual returns of 10 to 15 per 
cent over 10 to 15 years,” says Max Hasler, a 
book department executive at Dreweatts & 
Bloomsbury Auctions in London. “But you 
must buy the best copies — if they’re cheap, 
then there’s a good reason.” 

To begin with, the edition of the book 
must be rare. It should also be important, 
in excellent condition and possibly have an 
interesting provenance. Books from Napoleon’s 
library command a premium of 10 to 15 times, 
for instance, according to Cassandra Hatton, a 
senior specialist of fine books and manuscripts 
at Bonhams in New York. 

When a book has something special that 
sets it apart from other editions, it also adds 
to the value. Lor example, first editions of 
L Scott Litzgerald’s The Great Gatsby without 
a dust jacket fetch anywhere from US$3,000 
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“Rare books generally dontfall in value 
and can average annual returns of to to ly 


per cent over to to ty years” 


to US$5,000. There aren’t many that have 
survived with an intact dust jacket, and those 
that have can fetch between US$180,000 to 
US$300,000, depending on the condition. If 
the work is also signed by Fitzgerald, then the 
premium is even higher, says Hatton. 

There are two main segments in the 
market: landmark publications and modern 
first editions. Landmarks have literary or 
scientific importance, are very well known 
and can be affected by contemporary trends. 

A first edition of the Gutenberg Bible sold at 
auction for US$2.2 million in 1978 and an 
incomplete edition sold for US$5.4 million in 
1987. This June, just eight consecutive leaves 
of the Gutenberg Bible, which is arguably the 
most prized book of all time, went under 
the hammer for US$700,000 in New York. 
Andrea Mazzocchi of London-based rare book 
and manuscript specialist Bernard Quaritch 
estimates that a complete first edition of the 
Gutenberg Bible, which is one of the oldest 
books in the world, would now sell for an 
impressive US$45 million. 

Science and politics are big business, too. 

At a Dreweatts & Bloomsbury sale on May 21, 
a first edition from 1791 of political theorist 
Thomas Paine’s influential The Rights of 
Man sold for £130,000. It was rare because 
it was part of an original print before Paine 
transferred the rights to another publisher. 
Charles Darwin’s The Origin of the Species with 
its original cloth binding sold for £27,000 in 
2003 — and for £110,000 just 10 years later. 

Perhaps even more spectacular, a 
handwritten manuscript by computer pioneer 
Alan Turing, drafted while he was leading the 
effort to build the Enigma code decryption 
machine during World War II, sold for more 
than US$1 million in April at Bonhams in 
New York. The Oscar-winning 2014 film The 
Imitation Game tells the story of Turing’s 
amazing professional endeavours and his 
difficult private life as a closeted homosexual, 
and certainly helped drive interest in the 
work at auction. Turing had presented the 
manuscript to a close friend and added some 
highly personal notes at the end — it was later 
bequeathed to the University of Cambridge. 

As for modern works, value is largely 
determined by its rarity, so early books with 
a limited print run written by a fledgling 
author who later became famous are in high 


demand. In these cases, the 
book must be in pristine 
condition and should have 
its original dust jacket. 

A personal dedication or 
annotations by the author 
can also boost the price. 
Children’s authors are also popular with 
adults, both for nostalgia and investment 
purposes. For example, Roald Dahl’s works 
are in massive demand, while JK Rowling’s 
first editions commanded high prices almost 
immediately, once the enormous popularity 
of the Harry Potter series was established. 

Serious buyers go to specialist booksellers 
and auction houses such as Bonhams and 
Christie’s. At London auctions, there is a 
24 per cent buyer’s commission, whereas at 
bookshops there can be a two- to three-factor 
mark-up, though the price is often lower than 
at auction, says Hasler. Online auction sites 
such as PFC Auctions and PBA Galleries, and 
dealers such as AbeBooks, Biblio, ViaLibri 
and eBay are increasingly popular sources for 
acquiring rare and obscure works. 

For big-ticket items, buyers should beware 
of trying to handle everything themselves. 
Hatton cautions, “While there are many 
venues for collectors to acquire rare books, 
they should always ensure they deal with 
experts in the field who have well-established 
reputations and who guarantee their material. 
It takes many years to acquire the skills and 
the knowledge necessary to be an expert in 
rare books.” 

Although Asian books and manuscripts 
still make up a small part of the market, 
key items command high prices. In June, an 
inscribed copy of Mao Zedong’s Quotations 
(also known as “the little red book”) sold at a 
Bonham’s auction in New York for US$68,750. 

Indeed, in Asia, the interest is primarily for 
works that document each country’s history 
and culture, according to Hasler. In Mainland 
China, for instance, there is burgeoning 
interest in early books by Westerners 
describing their cultural and religious 
encounters there. A unique first edition of 
Francisco Gonzalez de San Pedro’s Shengjiao 
Guoyao (A Summary of the Holy Teachings) 
from 1706 is valued at US$45,000 by Bernard 
Quaritch. Its content reflects the Dominican 
attitude to Chinese beliefs. 

Bernard Quaritch organises the only 
antiquarian book fair in Asia — from 
November 20 to 22 this year, 35 dealers from 
around the world will congregate in Hong 
Kong to showcase their rarest wares. It’s a 
great time to get into what appears to be a 
growing demand for rare books. © 
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THE LAST WORD 



ISTANBUL 

Celebrated US fashion 
designer Tory Burch shares her 
recommendations for Istanbul, 
a city that has inspired a number 
of her collections 


J VISITED ISTANBUL for the first time 
when I was a university student and 
have been back several times since. 
It’s a beautiful, ancient city with an 
incredible history and culture, from 
the sultans and pashas to the mix of 
old and modern architecture. 

My ideal day in Istanbul starts at the Topkapi 
Palace, which was the primary residence of 
the Ottoman sultans for about 400 years. I 
love seeing how Turkish art and its different 
architectural styles evolved over time. It’s an 
incredibly inspiring place for me as a designer — 
the colours and graphics in the tilework, textiles 
and architecture have all found their way into 
our collections through the years. 

For lunch. I’d stop off at Konyali, a restaurant 
at the palace that overlooks the Bosphorus, and 
order an assortment of mezes — small plates of 
traditional Turkish food. After that, I would 
head to the Blue Mosque — a few years ago, we 
tried to recreate the beautifully faded quality of 
the traditional Iznik tiles, which had withstood 
centuries of wind and sun in the Bosphorus, for 
one of our print patterns. 

In the late afternoon. I’d go to the Grand 
Bazaar, one of the most exciting shopping 
experiences ever. It’s one of the largest and oldest 
covered markets in the world, with 61 streets and 
more than 3,000 shops with jewellery, textiles, 
pottery, glazed tiles, bronze, leather and carpets. 

I love wandering the streets and side alleys, 
stopping at the stalls and stepping into market 
after market. 

One bazaar highlight is visiting my friend, 
the Turkish jewellery designer Sevan Bigakgi, 
at his shop. His signature technique is reverse 
intaglio, which allows him to craft scenic 
views — such as tiny replicas of the Blue Mosque 
or Scheherazade’s Palace — inside a gemstone. 

I have a Sevan ring with a small Hagia Sophia 
replica inside a stone and I wear it every day as a 
reminder of Istanbul. 

I’d finish the day with dinner with my Turkish 
business partner — I love to travel by boat to his 
home on the Asian side of the Bosphorus as the 
sun is setting. The city lights are just so beautiful 
against the night sky. © 
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Cerruti Timepiece Boutique : P2. 06.00, Pavilion | Gl. 117, Sunway Pyramid | OS102, First Floor, Suria KLCC | GK06, Empire Shopping Gallery | G103, 1 Utama Shopping Centre | LG-K2, 101 City Mall | UG-45, Setia City Mall 
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